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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


Rattway AND Trarric Act, 1888. 
(51 & 52 Vict. c. 25. s. 24.) 


The following is a copy of a memorandum issued by the Board 
of Trade on the 8th August last, as to the mode of procedure 
which they propose to adopt at the hearings of objections to the 
classifications of merchandise traffic and schedules of maximum 
rates applicable thereto, submitted by the railway companies 
under the provisions of the Railway and Canal Traftic Act, 
1888 :— 

“ The Board of Trade have considered the course which it will 
be most convenient to adopt, in the public interest, in order to 
afford to all persons who have forwarded objections to the several 
classifications of merchandise traffic and schedules of maximum 
rates applicable thereto, submitted by the railway companies, an 
opportunity of appearing before them in support of these objections, 
and to the railway companies an opportunity of appearing in 
support of their proposals. 

“The Board of Trade propose that, as far as possible, the 
classifications, general conditions, and schedules of maximum 
rates, shall be made uniform throughout the United Kingdom. 

* They also desire to avoid the inconvenience and cost which 
would be incurred if it were made necessary to discuss the 
objections in the case of every schedule submitted by the several 
railway companies. 
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“With these objects they propose to adopt the following 
procedure 

“ The Board of Trade will take for the purpose of discussion of 
the classification of merchandise traffic and the general conditions 
applicable thereto, the schedule of the London and North-Western 
Railway Company. 

* Objectors who have lodged objections to the schedules of any 
other railway company will be allowed to appear and support 
those objections, so far as they are applicable, as if they had 
objected to the schedule of the London and North-Western 
Railway. 

 Objectors will be allowed to appear by themselves or by any 
duly authorised representative. 

“ The first sitting will be held at 8, Richmond Terrace, White- 
hall, S.W., on Tuesday, October 15, at 1] am., and the first point 
for discussion will be the second clause in the general conditions, 
on page 19 of the revised schedule of maximum rates and charges 
of the London and North-Western Railway, which proposes to 
provide as follows :-— 

“The maximum rates and charges proposed to be authorised 
are divided as follows :— 

“ce (1.) * * * 

*¢(2.) Maximum station terminals, 

¢(3.) Maximum service terminals, 

“6 (1, * 

*©¢(2.) Maximum station terminals include the charge for accom- 
modation (exclusive of coal drops) at terminal stations provided 
by the company for dealing with merchandise as carriers thereof, 
before or after conveyance, together with the following services 
and expenses, namely, share of general charges and office expenses 
attrikutable to such services as are rendered by the company to 
all descriptions of merchandise alike in performing the duties 
incidental to the business of a carrier ; shunting and marshalling 


of trucks ; and the provision of engines, horses, machinery, plant, 


and stores used in the services referred to in this sub-section. 


“©<(3.) Maximum service terminals include the charges for the 


following services rendered by the company in dealing with 


merchandise as carriers thereof, before or after conveyance, 


namely, the labour of servants of the company in loading or 
unloading, covering or uncovering merchandise, the provision of 
machinery, plant, sheets, and stores used in such services, and 
also the share of general charges and office expenses specially 
attributable to the classes of merchandise in respect of which 
service terminals are authorised.’ 
CouRTENAY Boye, 
“ Railway Department, Board of Trade, 


“ 3rd August 1889.” 
The following is a copy of a letter, dated the 9th August, 


from the Board of Trade to Sir J. J. Harwood, Chairman of the 
Representative Committee of the Objectors of the United 
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Kingdom, as regards section 24 of the Railway and Canal Traftic 
Act, 1888 :— 


“ SIR, “ 9th August 1889. 

“T am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, forwarding by desire of 
the Representative Committee of Objectors the views of a 
meeting held at the Westminster Palace Hotel on the 28th June 
last, with regard to the Board of Trade Circular of the 
10th June, 

“In reply, 1am to point out to you that by section 24, the 
Board of Trade have to settle a provisional order to be submitted 
to Parliament setting forth a revised classification of merchandise 
traffic, and a revised schedule of maximum rates and charges 
applicable thereto for every railway company. When the 
Legislature has given its sanction to such a scheme, it will be 
necessary for the railway company, under section 33, sub-section 1, 
of the Act to provide that the books, tables, or other documents 
in use at the time being, containing the general classification of 
merchandise carried on the railway shall, during al] reasonable 
hours, be open to the inspection of any person without the 
payment of a fee at every station at which merchandise is 
received for conveyance. But this is not the only provision of 
section 33. It is provided by sub-section 2 of that section that 
printed copies of the classification of merchandise traffic and. 
schedule of maximum tolls, rates, and charges of every railway 
company, authorised as provided by this Act, shall be kept for 
sale at such places and at such reasonable price as the Board of 
Trade may prescribe. 

“It is quite clear, therefore, that the intention of the Legisla- 
ture was that there should be two classifications, viz., a statutory 
classification of merchandise traffic to be kept on sale at a 
prescribed price, and a working classification always open to 
inspection and procurable for a shilling. 

“When a revised classification and schedule of maximum rates 
applicable thereto has been confirmed by Parliament, the rates 
and charges therein set out will become the rates and charges 
which the Company is entitled to charge, and while the Company 
will not be entitled to charge any rates beyond those specified 
therein, there is nothing in the Act which would prevent a 
railway company, subject only to the provisions of the law as 
regards equality and undue preference, from charging a lower 
rate for any article or group of articles than the maximum rate 
authorised by Parliament, and if it is expedient that they should 
charge for any of the articles placed by Parliament in a certain 
class the rates authorised for a lower class, there is nothing to 
prevent them from doing so, nor is it in the interests of trade that 
they should be prevented from doing so. 

“The Board of Trade desire me further to state that they fail 
to appreciate your contention that any omission in the parliamen- 
tary classification which might occur during the revision of the 
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classification by the Board of Trade would give the railway 
companies the right to make a charge in addition to the maximum 
rates to which under the Act they would be entitled. 

“While there appears to be nothing to prevent railway com- 
panies from charging for any of the articles contained in one class 
of the parliamentary classification the rates authorised for a lower 
c'ass, they would clearly not be entitled to charge for any articles 
the rates authorised for a higher class, and the addition of any 
article to a particular class, so as to give for that article an 
authorised rate, can be made only by the Board of Trade in the 
manner provided by sub-section 11 of section 24. 

“ As regards the suggestion contained in your letter that the 
Board’of Trade should appoint a small commission of experts to 
prepare a draft classification of general merchandise, such com- 
mission to consist of three members appointed and remunerated 
by the Board of Trade, lam to state that this method of dealing 
with the classification has been very carefully considered by the 
Board of Trade, not only last year before the introduction of the 
Bill into Parliament, but when the Bill was in Grand Committee, 
and on previous occasions when this question was before the 
Department. 

* Such an arrangement, however, was not found to be practic- 
able. It waz found to be impossible to select gentlemen who would 
command the confidence of all parties, and therefcre the Board 
of Trade were compelled to seek in other directions for means to 
carry out this great, impcrtant, and laborious work. 

« Parliament having imposed upon the Board of Trade the 
duty of dealing with the proposals of the railway companies and 
the objections of the traders, the Board of Trade considered in 
what way they could, at least expense of time and money to the 
parties concerned, comu:ence the duties entrusted to them by the 
Legislature. 

“With this object, it appeared to them that some of the 
objections in respect of the classification only might be removed 
by communications between individual objectors and the railway 
companies. This has been done, and, in several instances, with 
satisfactory results, but the hearing of objections and settlement 
of the classification is a «uty which the Board of Trade must 
themselves discharge. A notice has been already published 
stating that they propose to commence those hearings on the 
15th October next, and explaining the methed of procedure to be 
adopted. 

“Tam, &e., 
* (Signed) CouRTENAY Boy te.” 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LAsouR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Journal 
by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of Trade :— 

The trade reports of the principal unions issuing monthly 
statements as to the condition of their respective Jabour markets 
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are the most unsatisfactory that have appeared since March of 
the present year. 

The returns do not so much indicate any general falling off in 
trade as they do an extremely disturbed condition of the relations 
existing between employers and employed. Indeed, strikes 
would almost appear to have been epidemic during the month, 
and even trades not in any way directly affected by the questions 
in dispute have suffered indirectly from the stoppages of labour 
in other departments of industry. 

This inter-dependence of the various branches of labour is 
most strongly illustrated in the case of the strike of dock labourers 
at the East End of London, which not only seems to have acted 
contagiously on other occupations, but has by its stoppage of the 
transport from the Thames of finished articles, and prevention of 
delivery of raw material, caused the suspension or discharge of 
workmen in many of the skilled trades. This is noticeable in the 
East End reports of the chief sccieties. The engineers and 
general iron trades are affected by it, and so are the joiners, tin 
workers, and other classes of workmen who have to do with dock 
work or shipping. 

Altogether, apart from this, there have been many industrial 
complications. In some districts the coal trade has been in a very 
disturbed state, and there have been several important stoppages 
of single collieries. The general strike in the Somersetshire 
district seems drawing to an en«', and some concessions have been 
offered to the men. Both in the cotton and woollen trades there 
have been several stoppages; in the former especially trade is 
most unsatisfactory. he operations of the cotton corner and a 
general scarcity of raw material have caused a great many mills to 
close partially or entirely. In the Oldham district the effect of 
these conditions has been to increase the proportion of un- 
employed from 3°8 per cent. in June to 22 per cent. in August, | 
which is a very serious increase indeed. 

There have been seciional stoppages among the iron ship- 
builders, and 3,000 men engaged in the engineering and machine 
trades of Keighley are out for an advance of wages. The building 
trades have also been involved in some places, and the strike in 
the Nottingham lace trade is not yet finally disposed of. 

The printing trade generally is dull. A little general briskness 
may have been caused by the issue of the lists of voters, but the 
closing of the law courts and the end of the parliamentary session 
have much affected the London trade. 

The number of societies reporting is 20, with a total member- 
ship of 198,636. Of these, 4,986 are unemployed as against 
3,411 for the previous month, an increase in the unemployed 
list of 1,575. The per-centage of those not in work is thus 2°65. 
as against 1:7 for last month. This increase is due to the 
following three trades: engineers, compositors, and  cotton- 
spinners. The per-centage of unemployed for the corresponding 
period of last yeir was 3°9, and for the year before 8°3. 


| 
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IL—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Russta. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 6th August, from 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Odessa :—* Vessels for Black 
* Sea ports having touched Arabia to pass 10 days’ quarantine in 
Theodosia.” 

A despatch, dated the 13th August, from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Odessa, notifies that vessels for Black Sea 
ports which have touched Arabia any time within three months 
must undergo 10 days’ quarantine in Theodosia. 

A telegram, dated the 22nd August, fron Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, says :— Orders to admit Aden 
ships to free pratique sent to Odessa.” 


SWEDEN. 

A despatch, dated the 30th July, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Stockholm, notifies that the provinces of Yemen in Arabia, 
Irak Arabi in Asiatic Turkey, Azerbijan and Ghilan in Persia, 
and all the ports of the Persian Gulf, have been declared to be 
infected with plague. 


DENMARK. 


A despatch, dated the 30th August, from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Copenhagen, transmits copy of a quarantine notice 
issued by the Danish Government, of which the following is a 
translation :— 

‘The preventive quarantine measures against arrivals from 
Trieste are hereby raised. 

“For the present there is no quarantine. The provisions of 
chap. 2, § I, of the law relating to preventive measures against 
the introduction of contagious diseases into the kingdom, of the 
2nd July 1880, are in force until further notice against arrivals 
from the following places :—Marseilles, Sicilian ports, all Egyptian 
seaports, Tonquin and Cochin China seaports, together with those 
of the East Indies and the Dutch East Indian colonies, Red Sea 
ports, Brazilian ports, Cuba, Hayti, Porto Rico.” 


THe NETHERLANDS. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a note, dated the 16th August, from the 
Netherlands Minister, announcing that the sanitary restrictions 
against Jacksonville, on account of yellow fever, have been 
withdrawn. 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, an intimation to the effect that the 
Netherlands Government has revoked the decree which declared 
Havana to be infected with yellow fever. 


PoRTUGAL 


A despatch, dated the 8th August, from Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Lisbon, notifies that the port of Santos, in the 
province of St. Paul, in the Empire of Brazil, is declared to be 
suspected of yellow fever from the 11th July last. 

A telegram, dated the 9th September, from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, says :—* Eight days’ quarantine on arrivals 
“ from Vigo declared to be infected with disease of an epidemic 
“ character.” 


SPAIN. 


A telegram, dated the 30th July, from Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Madrid, says :—“ Free pratique to arrivals from Santos, 
Brazil.” 


GIBRALTAR. 


A telegram, dated the Ist August, from the Governor of 
Gibraltar, states that quarantine on arrivals from Brazils is 
withdrawn. 

A telegram, dated the 3rd September, from the Governor of 
Gibraltar, says :—“ Board of Health decided ships from Antilles, 
* continental America, North Atlantic between equator and 
« 34° N, latitude, provided they have been 17 days out, have 
“ clean bill of health from British Consul, and healthy condition 
“ on board, get pratique Gibraltar.” 


MALTA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following copy of a notice, dated the 
26th July, from the Governor of Malta :— 

“ His Excellency the Governor, having heard the opinion of 
the Board of Health, has been pleased to direct that vessels 
arriving from the Arabian coast, between Lith and Mocha, shall 
be subjected to 12 days’ quarantine, and that no linen, wearing 
apparel, or other susceptible articles shall be allowed to be landed 
before they are disinfected. 

“ Vessels with pilgrims from the East, or having had cases of 
plague on board, shall not be allowed to enter the harbour.” 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following notice, dated the 5th August, 
from the Governor of Malta :— 

“His Excellency the Governor, having heard the opinion of the 
Board of Health, has been pleased to direct that vessels arriving 
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through the Suez Canal shall be subjected to medical visit, and 
that no linen, wearing apparel, or other susceptible articles shall 
be allowed to be landed before they are disinfected.” 


AUSTRIA 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following copy of a quarantine 
notice issued by the Austrian Government on the 22nd August, 
viz. :-— 

In consequence of cholera having broken out in some places in 
Mesopotamia, as well as at Bassora, the Trieste Royal Marine 
Board, conjointly with that of Fiume, hereby orders that all 
arrivals from Mesopotamia, including Bassora, should be subjected 
to a rigorous medical visit on their entering an Austrian port, 
provided the health on board be perfectly normal. 

Vessels that have not had a clean passage, or should arrive 
with sickness on board, will be subjected to a special treatment, 
which shall be decided for each case by the Trieste Royal Marine 
Board, to whom the case must be reported, if necessary, by 
telegraph. 


TURKEY. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated the 9th August, 
from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople :—-* Ten days’ 
** quarantine on all arrivals from Bassora in consequence of 
“ cholera.” 

A telegram, dated the 15th August, from Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Jeddah, says :—** Plague at Assyr has disappeared; slight 
* cases continue in Holba and two other villages. Quarantine 
* reduced to five days from to-day. Cordon between Lith and 
Taith removed.” 

A further telegram, dated the 22nd August, from Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Constantinople, says:—“ Fifteen days’ quarantine 
in all Turkish ports against all ports of Persian Gulf.” 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated the 9th August, 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria :—-“ Quarantine esta- 
blished at Egyptian ports against arrivals from Massowah.” 

A further telegram, dated the 20th August, from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Alexandria, says: — “ Lohaya to Moka, inclusive, 
released from quarantine.” 

A telegram from Her Majesty’s Cousul at Alexandria states 
that all ports of the Persian Gulf haye been placed in quarantine. 
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IIl— POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Direct or Money Orpvers Tunis. 


On and after the Ist September money orders could be 
obtained at any money order office in the United Kingdom for 
payment in Tunis, where the current equivalent of the amount of 
such orders will be paid in the French currency of francs and 
centimes. The orders should in all cases be retained by the 
remitters as receipts for the amounts paid in, payment in Tunis 
being effected by means of new orders drawn in the local currency 
and issued by the Chief Post Office at Tunis. 

The rates of commission are the same as those chargeable for 
money orders to other places abroad, viz.:—For sums not 
exceeding 2/., 6d.; above 2/. and not exceeding 5/., 1s.; above 57. 
and not exceeding 7/1, 1s. 6d.; above 7/. and not exceeding 
102., 2s. 

No single money order can be issued for a larger sum than 10.. 

On the same date, and under similar conditions, money orders 
were to be issued in Tunis payable in the United Kingdom. 


Maits ror Turk’s IsLanps. 


The mails for Turk’s Islands, which have for some time past 
been sent vid Queenstowr and New York, will henceforth be 
forwarded vid Londonderry and Halifax (Nova Scotia), for 
conveyance by a steamer leaving Halifax for Grand Turk once a 
month. 

During the remainder of the present year the mails will be 
despatched from London on the under-mentioned dates, viz. :— 
Evening of—October 3rd and 31st, December 5th. 

Mails will be made up in Ireland on the following day in each 
case. 


Parcer Post witn Canapa. (ReDuctTION OF PosTaGe.) 


On and from Ist September 1889 the postage on parcels not 
exceeding 5 lbs. in weight, for each pound or fractiun of a pound, 
for Canada, was to be reduced to the following rates :—To the 
whole of the Dominion of Canada, except British Columbia, 
including Vancouver's Island, 1s. 0}d.; to British Columbia, 
including Vancouver's Island, 1s. 3d. 

The following are the chief special regulations for the parcel ’ 
post with Canada :— 


Despatch of Parcels.—Parcels for Canada are despatched from 
Liverpool every Thursday morning. 


| 
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Dimensions.—Na parcel must exceed 2 ft. in length or 1 ft. in 
breadth or depth. 


Forbidden Articles.—No parcel must contain explosive or 
dangerous articles, articles likely to injure other parcels, liquids 
(unless securely packed in proper cases), oleomargarine, butterine, 
or similar substitutes for butter, Canadian copyright works. 


Parcet Post To Samoa AND TONGA. 


On and from the lst September parcels were to be accepted 
for transmission to Apia (Samoa) and Tongatabu (Tonga) vid 
Germany. 


Postage—Not exceeding 3 lbs., 4s.; exceeding 3 lbs. but not 
exceeding 7 lbs., 4s. 60. 

The regulations of the parcel post to Germany apply to oe 
for Samoa and Tonga. 


Matus FoR THE WeEsT AND Soutu-WeEst COASTS OF 
AFRICA. 


The following statement shows the ports of call for the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the west and south-west coasts of 
Africa during the remainder of the month of September 1889 :-— 

Saturday, 21st September.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Kroo Coast, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, 
Addah, Lagos, Foreados, Benin, and New Calabar. 

Wednesday, 25th September.—Teneriffe, Grand Canary, Sierra 
Leone, Kroo Coast, Accra, Bonny, Fernando Po, Old Calabar, 
and Cameroons. 

Saturday, 28th September.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Kroo Coast, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, 
Accra, Addah, Lagos, Brass, Akassa, and Opobo. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia, 
Collection of Customs Duties in the Coast Districts of East Siberia, 


The Deutsches Handels-Archiv for the mouth of August last 
publishes the following decree of the Russian Government, 
having reference to the collection of Customs duties in the coast 
districts of Eastern Siberia :-— 


1. The collection of Customs duties on certain articles of foreign 
origin (Tmperial decree of the 25th May 1888) imported into the 
ports along the coast of Eastern Siberia, shall be restricted to the 
ports of Vladivostok and Nicolaiev, and this collection will take 
place according to the general regulations equally in the case of 
goods which shall be imported from other ports of Eastern Siberia 
into the above ports. 


2. It is left to the discretion of the Minister of Finance, in 
conjunction with the Governor-General of the Amor district, to 
extend the above regulations to other ports on the coast of East 
Siberia, according as local exigencies require. 

The articles in respect of which the above decree applies are 
enumerated in sections 59, 60 (point 1), 73, 76, 77, together with 
note, 78, 79, the note to section 82 and section 142 of the Russian 
Customs tariff. 


Proposed Reduction of Import Duty on Olive Oil. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople is 
given to understand that the Russian Government, having decided 
to reduce to 40 copecss per poud the import duty on olive oil, a 
special law will be promulgated to that effect in November next. 


Modification of Regulations affecting Importation of Grain Bags. 


A report, dated the 20th August last, has been received from 
Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, respecting 
a modification in the regulations in force in Russia affecting the 
importation of grain bags, a notice as to which regulations 
appeared on pp. 621-22 of the Board of Trade Journal for the 
month of December last. Mr. Michell says :— 

“ According to a circular order issued by the Department of 
Customs, dated the 31st July (12th August) 1889, sub-number 
14,568, the Minister of Finances has sanctioned the importations 
at Russian ports of bags destined for the shipment of grain and 
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flour with a specification only of their number, and not of their 
weight, in the ship’s paper. 

“To test the accuracy of the declared number of these bags, 
the Customs officials are instructed to count one bale of bags out 
of every 10, and to determine the average weight of each bag or 
bale. It is explained that this latter proceeding is necessary for 
the purpose of computing the duty and fines which will be levied 
on the bags in the event of any attempt being made to introduce 
these bags into the native markets.” 


SwITZERLAND. 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


Note——Quintal = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois. France = 98d. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs tariff were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities during the month of July last :— 

Fluoride of silicium and sodium (fluosilicate).—Category 17. 
Duty, 1 frane per quintal. 

Paper used as blue for linen—Category 38. Duty, 16 frances 
per quintal. 

Sacchariv.—Category 246. Duty, 10 francs per quintal. 

Malt extract in bottles or jars, with or without label.— 
Category 248. Duty, 10 francs per quintal. 

Stone slabs, of a single colour and formed of one and the same 
mass, rough, neither burnt, nor slated, nor varnished, &c.— 
Category 404. Duty, 50 cents. per quintal. 

Slabs and squares of clay or gritstone, burnt, slated, tarred. 
—Category 405. Duty, 2 francs per quintal. 


FRANCE. 


Shipping Charges at Rochefort. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th August last, forwards 
copy of a decree of the President of the French Republic, at the 
instance of the Minister of Public Works, establishing a scale of 
taxes to be levied on all ships using the refitting basin at Rochefort. 
The scale of taxes in question may be seen on application at the 


Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 


Modification of Tonnage Dues at Fécamp. 


A despatch, dated the 27th August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris, enclosing copy of a French decree, dated 
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the 23rd August last, respecting tonnage dues in the port of 
Fécamp. By the decree the Fécamp Chamber of Commerce is 
authorised to contract a loan of 615,000 francs for the pur- 
pore of carrying out the improvements authorised by the law 
of the 1st July 1880. The tonnage due of 50 cents per ton 
register established in the port of Fécamp by decree cf the 6th 
November 1880, will continue to be levied for the benefit of the 
Chamber of Commerce of that town. The surtax of 25 cents per 
ton register established by decree of the 10th April 1885, to 
terminate at the latest on the Ist May 1895, will be applicable 
until the lst May 1910. However, from the promulgation of 
the present decree, the tonnage due of 50 cents and the surtax of 
25 cents will be reduced one-half in favour of ships touching at 
Fécamp after having left or before carrying to another French 
port, where a local tonnage due is established, part of their cargo 
coming from a foreign port, or continuing at Fécamp, for a 
foreign destination, a loading commenced in another French port, 
where a local toanage due is levied. 


FRANCE AND GREECE. 


Reciprocal Recognition of Tonnage Certificates 


Sir E. Monsen, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 16th August last, encloses an 
extract from the Government Journal containing the text of the 
notes exchanged between the Greek Government and the French 
Legation, relating to an agreement in virtue of which the Official 
Register of French and Greek merchant vessels shall be mutually 
accepted in the ports of the contracting powers as evidence of the 
tonnage of such vessels. 


SPAIN. 


Shipping Regulations at the Port ef Corunna 


A report, dated the 1st August last, has been received from 
Mr. FE. H. Walker, Her Majesty’s Consul at Corunna, enclosing 
copy of a royal order prescribing the regulations that have to 
be observed by foreign vessels visiting the port of Corunna. The 
regulations in question may be seen on application at the Board 


of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 


Modification of Tariff of Consular Fees. 


A despatch, dated the 13th August last, has been received 
from Sir F. C. Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
transmitting a pamphlet containing a new list of Spanish consular 
fees which willl be charged in future. The following is an extract 
from the despatch in question :— 


| 


262 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


“ The Royal Decree by which the Spanish consular fees are 
sanctioned is dated July 22nd 1889, aud by it the fees are 
modified which were decreed to be levied by the Provisional Decree 
of June 25, 1886. 

“A list of the new fees will be found at page 13 of the 
pamphlet. They are divided into two columns. The first affe cts 
vessels arriving :— 

(1.) From ports situated in Europe. 

(2.) From Asiatic ports situated in the Mediterranean. 

(3.) From ports situated in the Mediterranean on the African 
coast, and from ports in Africa situated on the Atlantic Ocean 
as far as the Gulf of Guinea. 

“The second column affects vessels arriving from ports 
situated in America in the Pacific Ocean, and other ports in 
Asia and Africa. 

“The present modifications of the former tariff will apply 
indiscriminately to foreign as well as to Spanish vessels. 

* The following is a translation of three articles of the new 
tariff of Spanish Consular fees which have particular reference 
to foreign shipping :— 


| 
Documents and Services. Ist Column. | 2nd Column. 


Pts. Cent. | Pts. Cent. 
Services referring to navigation and trade — 

Article 1.—For the clearance of every Spanish or 
foreign vessel bound with cargo to Spain, including 
the following documents: “ Visé” to manifest, or 
statement of cargo, manifest on arrival, if required ; 
“Visé” to list of passengers, bill of hea!th, request 
for bill of health and attestation, attestation to Spanish 
vessels’ articles, and the list of crew of foreign ones; 
if the vessel measures less than— 


100 tons net - 15°00 25°00 
101 ,, to500tons - - 40°00 65°00 
501 ., to1,000 tons - - 75°00 100°00 


1,001 upwards - - 100°00 150°00 
The entire amount of fees are to be paid at the 
port of departure. 

Should vessels call at other foreign ports before 
arriving at their Spanish port ‘of destination and 
receive cargo or passengers for Spain, they are to 
pay for clearance at each of these ports one half the 
amount of the above-mentioned fees. 

Should masters of vessels, when calling at different 
foreign ports taking cargo and passengers for Spain, 
make out, in accordance with Article 45 of the 
Customs Regulations, their general manifest at the 
last port of call and have not presented at the con- 
sulates of the intermediate ports their partial 
manifests, they will pay at the last consulate the 
entire fees due for the voyage, and besides one half 
of the fees due at each of the ports where they may 
have received cargo or passengers for Spain. 

Vessels clearing for Spanish ports with cargoes 
consisting of one sole merchandise, the tariff duties on 
which do not exceed 50 pesetas per 1,000 kilos, will 
pay only one half the amount of fees. 
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Documents and Services, 1st Column, | 2nd Column. 
Article 2, Vessels which clear— Pts. Cent. | Pts. Cent. 
1. In ballast for Spanish ports. 
2. In transit, though their manifest statement of 
cargo or bills of loading be attested, will pay in con- 
sideration only ‘of services rendered for obtaining 
their bill of health— 
For granting bill of health— 
Vessels under 100 tons net - ~ - 5°00 7°50 
101 to 500 tons ~ - - - 10°00 15°00 
501 to 1,000 tons - - - 15°00 25°00 
1,001 upwards - - - 20°00 30°00 
For “ Visé” to bill of health— 
Vessels under 100 tons net - - 2°50 5°00 
101 to 500 tons ” . - 5°00 10°00 
501 ,, 1,000 tons - - - 19°00 15°00 
1,001 upwards - 15°00 20°00 
When a Spanish vessel is cleared for a foreign 
port in ballast, or with cargo for that port, no fees 
are to be exacted. 
Article 3. If manifests of cargo are made out at 
the Consulate, besides the fees due for clearance, the 
following fees will be paid— 
Vessels under 100 tons net - ~ - 10°00 15°00 
101 to 500 tons ~ - - 20°00 30°00 
501 ,, 1,000 tons - - 30°00 45°00 
1,001 upwards - - - - 40°00 60°00 


ITALy, 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Quintal = 2204 lbs. avoirdupois. Lire = 955d. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Italian Customs tariff have recently been given by the 
Italian Customs authorities :— 

Carbonate of lime obtained by precipitation—Category 246a, 
Duty free. 

Waxed paper for wrapper:.—Category 183f; Duty, 8 lire 
per quintal. 

Fine cardboards coloured in paste.—Categories Nos. 186).- 
183a. Duty, 15 lire per quintal. 

Drain pipes, of cast iron, smelted.— Category 201d. (1). 
Duty, 18 lire per quintal. 

Small note books, fastened together in cardboard, with orna- 
ments of common metal.—Category 1882 (1). Duty, 25 lire 
per quintal. 

Separate parts and accessories of boilers. The parts in ques- 
tion are classified as “manufactures according to the metal of 
which they are made.” 

Tanned hides, without hair, sewn.—Category 190d (5). Duty, 
70 lire per quintal. 

Pepsine acidulated with hydrochloric acid in the form of 
extract.—Category 62, Duty, 120 lire per quintal. 
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Non-alcoholic perfumeries, placed in little paper bags are 
classified under “non-alcoholic perfumeries,” the weight of tie 
paper bags being included with the goods. 

Vessels of celluloid for centrifugal machines intended for the 
bleaching of thread.—Category 226. Duty, 11 lire per quintal. 

Wheels for Décauville raiiroads are classified as “ iron and steel 
in wheels for railroads.” 

Small shawls of carded wool mixed with silk, sewn, having 
the hems crossed with woollen threads, dry-pressed and knotted, 


so as to produce the effect of a fringe—-Category 130. Duty, j 
300 lire per quintal, with addition of 50 per cent. for the | 
sewing. 


Coral points, bored with holes and strung on a thread. 
—-Category 324a. Duty free. 

Tobacco pouches of pasteboard, with metal ornaments.— 
Category 187. Duty, 80 lire per quintal. 

Frames of railway carriages, steps, reservoirs for coal, on 
locomotive tenders.—Category 206) (2). Duty 17°50 lire per 
quintal. 

Reservoirs for water on locomotive tenders.—Category 206) 
(3). Duty, 30 lire per quintal. 

Imitation birds of cardboard, covered with feathers. Category 
321d. Duty, 35 lire per kilogramme. 


Iraty.—Massowah. 
Rates of Customs Duty. 

The Moniteur Belge for the Ist August last says that the 
Italian Minister of Finance has fixed the following duties on 
articles imported into Massowah. 

Note.—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Gramme = 

15°43 grains avoirdupois. Franc = 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Frs. Cts. 

Ivory - - - - . - | Kilog. 26°00 
Abyssinia butter - - - - - - 1°56 

coffee - - - 1°50 
Necklaces of shells - - : - - es 1°40 
Virgin wax - - - | 
Balls of Indian silk - - - - = 29°12 } 
Medicinal herbs - - - - 0°57 
Abyssinia fat - - - : - NS 1°24 
Oil of sesamum - 1°04 
Abyssinia skins - - - - 1°66 
Pepper - - 1°45 
Indian rice - - - - 0°23 
Tamarinds - - - - - ‘ 0°31 i 
Turtles « - - 12°06 
Sugar - - - - 0°55 
Tobacco - - - - - = 2°08 
Ostrich feathers . - - - | Gramme 0°56 


| | | 
| 
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The following are the rates of export duty leviable :— 
Gum, 1 franc 56 cents. per kilog. 
Mother-of-pearl, 1 franc 21 cents. per kilog. 
Hides, dried, 1 franc 4 cents. per kilog. 
Hides, salted, 43 cents. per kilog. 


MALTA. 


Regulations affecting Importation of Petroleum. 


A despatch, dated the 23rd July last, has been received from 
Mr G. Strickland, acting Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Malta, transmitting copy of a report from the Collector of 
Customs, respecting alterations in the Customs tariff and regu- 
lations in the islands of Malta. Ordinance No. IX. of 1889 has 
been enacted by the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
Council of Government, by which dangerous petroleum is not 
allowed to be discharged and landed in Malta. The Ordinance 
in question, which is framed on the lines of the English legislation, 
provides for the mode of testing petroleum and fixes the limit of 
the flashing point constituting safe petroleum under the said 
Ordinance at 76° Fahrenheit, with 2 provision allowing a certain 
latitude in the case of the examination of a number of samples 
constituting a cargo similar to that contained in the Indian 
Petroleum Act, 1885. 


Regulations affecting Collection of Import Duties. 


Under Ordinance No. X. of 1889 all sailing vessels, whatever 
may be their burden, and all steam vessels under 100 tons register 
arriving in Malta from any place in the Mediterranean, are now 
required to produce a manifest of the cargo, provided the said 
manifest may be obtainable in the place whence the vessel shall 
have sailed. The manifest is to be attested by the British 
Consular officer, if any, at the said place. 

Masters who refuse to produce or fail to have in their posses- 
sion the said manifest, shall be liable to « fine of from 22 
to 

Power has been granted by the said Ordinance to the Customs 
and police officers to board any such vessels within three miles off 
the shores of the Maltese Islands, and they are required to bring 
them into port in default of the manifest above mentioned, or if 
there be suspicion of any contravention. 

Any goods liable to duty not mentioned in the manifest or 
under a reasonable suspicion of contravention are to be deposited 
in bond at the expense of the master, and forfeited unless the 
master shall, within 10 days from such deposit, have declared his 
intention to re-export them, and unless he shall have made the 
deposit or given the bond and security mentioned hereunder and 
required in the case of the exportation of spirits. 

59868. B 


| 
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According to the provisions of the said Ordinance no quantity 
of spirits shall be released for exportation before a sum of money 
equal in amount to the import duty thereof shall have been lodged 
with the Collector of Customs, not to be returned before the pro- 
duction of a certificate from a British Consular officer, or, in 
default, from any other authority, that the said quantity of spirit 
had been introduced into the country whence the certificate was 
issued. However, an alternative is granted to forego the said 
deposit in cases when a bond with sufficient surety, to the satisfac- 
tion of the Collector of Customs, is given for the payment to the 
said officer of a sum of money equal to the import duty on the 
said quantity in default of the production of tie certificate above 
referred to, within six months in the case of re-exportation to 
coasts or countries on this side of the Strait of Gibraltar and of 
the Isthmus of Suez, and within one year in the case of coasts or 
countries beyond those limits. 


Modification of Import Duties on Wines and Spirits. 


By Ordinance No. XI. of 1889, the following modifications 
have been effected in the import duties on wines and spirits :— 
s. ds 
1. Wine not containing more than 26 per cent. of 
spirit of the strength of proof by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter (namely, London proof) the Maltese barrel- 2 6 
Wine, the alcoholic strength of which, measured as 
above, exceeds 26 per cent., shall pay, for any 
degree exceeding such limit, up to 28 degrees - O 4 
3. Wine, the alcoholic strength of which is 29 degrees, 
shall pay 5s. 6d., and for any additional degree up 
to 36 degrees shall pay - £ 
4, Wine containing more than 36 per cent. of spirit, 
but not more than 39 per cent., shall pay, per 


Maltese barrel - - 16 9 
5. Wine containing more than 39 per cent., but not 
exceeding 42 per cent. - - - 21 6 


6. Wine containing more than 42 per cent. of proof 

spirit shall be treated as spirit. 

7. Spirits or strong waters, of any strength not exceed- 
ing the strength of proof by Sykes’ hydrometer 
(London proof), and so in proportion for any 
strength greater than that of the said proof - 24 0 

Spirits and strong waters (whether perfumed or 
not) mixed with any ingredient or ingredients, 
and although thereby coming under some other 
designation, except varnish, shall nevertheless be 
deemed to be spirits, and be subject to duty as 
such. 

9. Fractions of a degree not exceeding #, shall not be 

reckoned ; those exceeding ;2, shall be reckoned 
as a degree. 
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d. 
10. Wine imported in bottles, jars, or receptacles other 
than casks, if containing more than ;', of a gallon 

each, but not more than } of a gallon, per dozen - 3 0 
If containing more than ,® but not more than ‘,, 

per dozen - - - - i 6 

If containing or less - 
If containing more than 3 of a gallon each, an addi- 
tional duty, over the 3s. per dozen, shall be levied 

on the quantity in excess at the rate per gallon of 1 6 


Cyprus. 


Regulations for Preventing Introduction of Phylloxera. 


An order of his Excellency the High Commissioner of Cyprus 
in Council, dated the 5th August last, has been issued, containing 
the following regulations, which have been framed with a view to 
the prevention of the introduction of phylloxera :— 

It is prohibited to import into Cyprus from the places mentioned 
in the schedule hereto any of the following articles, that is to 

ay :— 

All fruits and vegetables in a raw state, whether fresh or dried. 

All trees and plants and every living part of a tree or plant. 

All flowers, cut or otherwise. 

All dried plants and flowers. 

Staves which have been used for vine props or similar purposes, 

All binding which has been used for vines or other plants. 

Earth and gravel, leaf and garden mould. 

All animal and vegetable manures, except guano, bone dust, 
and other fossil or chemically prepared manures. 

The importation of hay and straw, compressed or otherwise, 
from France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Algeria, Austria, Greece, 
Russia, Roumania, Turkey in Kurope and Asia Minor is 
absolutely prohibited. 

The importation of hay and straw, compressed or otherwise 
from Syria and all countries bordering on the Mediterranean and 
not mentioned in the schedule hereto is prohibited, unless such 
hay or straw is accompanied by a certificate showing the place of 
origin and bearing the visa of the British Consular authority at 
the port of shipment to the effect that such certificate is a good 
and valid certificate of the places of origin, or in case there shall 
be no British Consular authority at the port of shipment, the visa 
of the chief port officer of such port to the like effect. 

Hay, straw, grass, leaves, or other vegetable matter used as 
packing for goods imported from any of the places mentioned in 
the schedule hereto shall be destroyed at the Custom house at 
the port of arrival; except wheu such packing is in the form of 
manufactured wrappers of dry straw, which may be admitted. 


2 
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Nothing in this order contained shall be deemed to prohibit 
the importation of the following articles :— 

Wheat, barley, and other cereals, properly cleaned from the 
husk, straw, and earth. Acorns. Vallonia. Almonds, walnuts, 
chestnuts, and other nuts (free from the outer husks, leaves, 
stalks, and branches). Preserves. Crystallised fruits. Bottled 
and canned fruits and vegetables, hermetically sealed in proper 
receptacles. Flour and meal of all kinds and every preparation 
thereof. 

Schedule.— Algeria, Asia Minor, Austria, France, Greece, Italy, 
Portugal, Roumania, Russia, Spain, Syria, Turkey in Eurepe. 


UNITED STATES. 


Recent Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the United 
States Customs authorities :— 

An article called “opium ashes” containing 6°02 per cent. of 
morphia is dutiable at the rate of 10 dollars per pound under 
Schedule A (T. 1, 121). 

Chimes of bells for churches are not to be treated as 
“ philosophical and scientific instruments, &.,” and to be 
consequently free, but are to pay duty at the rate of 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Bauxite, ground or pulverised, is held to be free of duty under 
T. I., 604, on the ground of retaining its commercial designation 
irrespective of the condition in which it may be imported. 

Globes about 15 inches in diameter composed of wond, papier 
maché, and metal, the metal portions consisting of an axis and a 
brass meridian, are held to be dutiable according to the materials 
of which they are composed, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad 
valarem. 

Books, containing needles, &c., are not to be considered 
coverings in the bond fide transportation of the goods, but are 
dutiable as “card cases, pocket books, &c.” at the rate of 35 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

On the exportation of refined stearine, manufactured wholly 
from imported crude stearine, a drawback will be allowed of the 
duties paid upon a quantity of the imported material equal to the 
net weight of the exported article, less the legal retention of 

10 per cent. 

So-called “ worsted-waste,” being broken laps, is held to be 
scoured wool of Class I. imported in other than ordinary condition 
and dutiable at 60 cents per pound. 

Books, &«., intended for colleges, schools, &c., when imported 
free, will be required to be declared by the consignee to that 
effect. 
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Bromo-fluoresic acid, a derivative of coal tar, and itself a coal- 
tar colour, used in imparting colours to various fabrics, is classified 
under paragraph 82 (T. 1, new), and dutiable at the rate of 
35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Painted glass windows, composed of various colours of glass cut 
and joined together wit figures painted and burnt in, are dutiable 
at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem under,the provision in T. L, 
470. 

It has been decided that bills of lading can be legally endorsed 
by any competent agent of non-resident consignees. 

Human hair of various lengths, uncleaned and not drawn, is 
dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. a/ valorem, under Schedule N 
(T. 1, 444). 

Ferro-silicon—ordinary pig-iron containing about 10 per 
cent. of silicon, and used in mixing with low grades of pig iron 
to increase the per-centage of silica, and thereby strengthen the 
product, is dutiable as pig iron at the rate of three-tenths of a 
cent per pound, 

Fruit-juices, when containing over 20 per cent. of alcohol, 
should be classified under Schedule H. (T. I., 312), as “ com- 
“ pounds or preparations of which distilled spirits are 2 component 
“ part of chief value,” and subjected to a duty of 2 dollars per 
gallon. 

So-called “ jasmine-water” is to be classified as a medicinal 
water under T. L, 93, and pay duty at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Certain iron oxide used as a colour or paint to be classified under 
T. L, 87, for “colours and paints,” and dutiable at the rate of 25 
per cent. ad valorem, 

Pictures re-imported from abroad after examination and 
retouching are held to be dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, under T. I., 470. 

Carpet samples or pieces about 1} yards in length, fit for use 
as mats or rugs, are to be classified for duty as carpeting under 
the provisions in T. I., 369, and in accordance with the Treasury 
Department’s decision of February 1, 1876; but when stabbed 
or cut to destroy their commercial value, may be admitted 
free. 

So-called “ New Zealand flax”—an article being neither flax 
nor hemp, nor allied botanically to either—is held to be duitable 
by assimilation to sisal grass under T, I., 333, at the rate of 15 
dollars per ton. 

Certain Peruvian bark not being in a ground state, but 
advanced in manufacture for the purpose of developing the 
alkaloid principle, is dutiable at the rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem, 
under T. 94. 

Tilbury (or driving) gloves, which are manufactured partly 
of cotton and partly of leather—leather however, being the com- 
ponent material of chief value are duitable at the rate of 50 per 
cent. ad valorem. 
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Certain so-called sausage casings consisting of long tubes of 
paper, which have been treated with sulphuric acid to make them 
hard and impervious to water, are dutiable at the rate of 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Consular invoices are required for free goods, but not for goods 
in transit. 

Chinese shoes manufactured, some of them of cotton, felt, and 
leather, and others of silk, felt, and leather, the felt in each case 
being composed in great part of the hair of the goat or other animals, 
should not be classified under Schedule K., relating to “ready- 
made clothing and wearing apparel,” or manufactures composed 
in part of hair, &c., on account of the comparatively insignificant 
value of the hair contained therein, and should be classified as 
manufactures of which either silk or cotton may be components of 
chief value, and duties assessed thereon under Schedules L. and I. 
respectively. 

Merchandise consisting of hemp-tow, and not commercially 
known, nor properly designated as oakum, whieh is derived from 
old rope picked into shreds, is dutiable at the rate of 10 dollars 
per ton. 

Steel slides, principally used as ornaments (buckles) for shoes, 
and not commercially known as “jewellery,” are dutiable at the 
rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Vases wholly or in part of modern production are not entitled 
to free entry under the provision in the free list (T. L, 669) as 
antiquities. 

Discs or bull’s-eyes blown out of glass of various colours, not 
cut, and intended to be used in ornamental windows, stoves, 
gas fixtures, &c., are dutiable at the rate of 46 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Pieces of coloured marble, intended for use in making a mosaic 

vement in accordance with some fixed design or pattern, are 
dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

So-called Chinese vermicelli, bought and sold as vermicelli, 
and commercially known as such, is exempted from duty under 
T. L, 735. 

Cherry juice, which is obtained from fruit in its natural con- 
dition, and which is simply charged with spirit to prevent 
fermentation, shall be classed under the special provision for 
“fruit juice,” at the duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Merchandise found, upon chemical analysis, to consist of a 
mixture of ground shellac and a ground turpentine gum, forming 
a fabricated mixture intended to take the place of pure ground 
shellac, was returned for duty as a manufactured article un- 
enumerated under section 2513, Act of March 3, 1883, at the 
rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Certain emery knife-sharpeners consisting of wooden handles 
into which are inserted steel rods, upon and around which a 
composition of emery paste is moulded, are dutiable under 
T. L, 216, as manufactures in part of metal. 
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On the exportation of rivets manufactured by the Brooklyn 
Wire-nail Company, wholly of imported iron rods, a drawback 
will be allowed equal in amount to the duty paid on the rods 
used in the manufacture, less the legal retention of 10 per cent. 
The quantity of the rods so used will be ascertained by adding 
to the net weight of the exported rivets 3 per cent. of such net 
weight. 


It is the practice of postmasters to notify the nearest Customs 
official of the receipt through the mails of packages supposed to 
contain dutiable matter, whereupon the Customs official authorises 
the postmaster holding the package to have the same opened in 
his presence by the owner, and to inform the Customs official 
of the contents of the package and their probable value. On 
receipt of this information the Customs official estimates the 
duty, and requests the postmaster holding the package to collect 
and forward the duties in due course. 


Treasury Department’s decision of October 21, 1886, as to the 
dutiable character of certain breech-loading shot-guns, having one 
barrel rifled, is sustained. 


Spectacle lenses having curved surfaces caused by grinding 
or cutting, are held to be dutiable under the provision in T. I., 135, 
for “articles of glass cut.” So-called spectacle-glasses consisting 
of small oval pieces of cylinder-glass polished with plain faces, 
and so-called slides which are small square plates of cylinder-glass 
unpolished, are dutiable at the same rates. 


Cloths popularly known as coatings, suitings, &., and so 
finished and close as to be specially adapted for use in the manu- 
facture of garments worn by men and boys, composed wholly of 
wool, are dutiable under the provisions of paragraph 362, T. L., 
new, as a manufacture of wool, valued at less than 80 cents per 
pound, at the rate of 35 cents per pound and 35 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Small baskets manufactured of different materials, such as 
willow, metal, and wool, are classified as “ manufactures in part 
of wool,” under T. L, 362. 


Articles consisting of 300 of what are commercially known as 
“ piasters,” which are metal ornaments round in form, and stamped 
to represent Turkish coins, 150 of which are made of steel, and 
150 made of brass coated with gold, used as dress trimmings, 
being sewn on the edges of dresses and dress garments, are 
dutiable, the former at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem as 
unenumerated manufactures of metal, and the latter under 
T. L., 210, at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem as gilt articles. 

No allowance for tare is made on steel bars in bundles bound 
with straps of same material. 

So-called “ Salonia sausage” is exempt from duty under the 
provision for “ Bologna sausage,” in T. L., 656. 

So-called “ primulin,” a colour derived from coal tar, is dutiable 
under under T. I., 82, at the rate of 35 per cent, ad valorem. 
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So-called creolen and ichltryol, products obtained from the 
distillations of English coal, are dutiable at the rate of 25 per 
cent. ad valorem as chemical compounds not otherwise provided 
for under T.I., 92. 

Steel strips imported in coils, varying from 300 to 500 feet in 
length, made from steel wire rods, which are drawn to the 
requisite thickness and then cold-rolled until, in their completed 
form, they vary from about one-eighth of an inch to one inch in 
width, and are of 26 wire-gauge or finer, used generally, if not 
exclusively, in the manufacture of corsets, the wider strips being 
used as clasps and side strips, while the narrower strips, up to 
three-eighths inch in width, are used as springs or steels in the 
body of the corsets, are dutiable at the rate of 7 cents per pound 
under the special provision for “ wire commonly known as corset 
wire ” in T. L., 182, 

Merchandise put up either for convenience of transportation or 
for some other purpose in the shape of bricks, consisting of oxide 
of iron, which is commercially known as “ purple ore,” or.“ blue 
billy,” the same being a residuum of iron pyrites, 1s dutiable at the 
rate of 75 cents per ton under the provisions of Schedule C. 
(T. L., 144), for “dross or residuum from burnt pyrites.” 

The following decisions respecting the classification of articles 
in the United States Customs tariff were made at the Conference 
of Local Appraisers held at New York from July 8 to July 18 
inclusive :— 

Cork blocks are not dutiable as manufactures of cork, but are 
admissible free of duty in accordance with paragraph 683 of the 
free list. 

Sylvenite is free as a mauure salt. 

Flax scryms over 60 inches wide are dutiable under T. I, 334, 
as manufactures of flax. 

Indian red (earth paint) is dutiable as colours at the rate of 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Albuminised paper is dutiable at 25 per cent. as paper not 
otherwise provided for. 

“ Chlorophyl” is dutiable as a vegetable colour at the rate of 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Small music boxes are dutiable as toys at the rate of 35 per 
cent. under T. I., 425. 

So-called “ floor-matting ” from Japan, is dutiable as grass-cloth 
at the rate of 35 per cent. 

Portable railways, in sections, are dutiable as manufactures of 
metal under T. I., new, 216, at 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Twilled lapping is dutiable as a manufacture composed wholly 
or in part of wool under T. I., 362. 

So-called “ glazing clay” is dutiable at the rate of 10 per cent. 
under section 2 513 of the Revised Statutes. 

Felt made of hair is subject to duty as manufactures of hair at 
30 per cent. under T. I., 445. 

Masks of paper, with long wool beards, are dutiable under 
paragraph 362, T. I., new, as manufactures in part of wool. 
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Steel key rings, with bone attachment, are classified under 
T. L, 216, as manufactures of metal, and are dutiable at the rate 
of 30 per cent. 

Spooled linen thread is to be rated as free, under section 7 of 
the Act of March 3, 1883. 

So-called “ Dutch carpets” are properly dutiable at the rate of 
12 cents per square yard and 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

“ Cornwall stone” is dutiable at the rate of 3 dollars per ton 
as a clay wrought, under T. I., 98. 

Hanging-tiles or bricks are dutiable as bricks at the rate of 
20 per cent. under T. I., 130. 

Knights-Templar crosses pay duty at 45 per cent. under para- 
graph 216, T. I., new. 

Metal boxes containing pins, evidently intended for further use 
after the contents are exhausted, are subject to duty at 100 per 
cent., in accordance with section 7, Act of March 3, 1883. 

Beads put up in small bags are dutiable at 50 per cent., under 
T. L, 396. 

Cheap bead necklaces are dutiable at 25 per cent. as jewellery. 

Liquorice drops are properly dutiable at 74 cents per pound 
under T. I., 24. 

Toy violins are dutiable not as musical instruments but as toys 
at the rate of 35 per cent. under 'T.. L., 425. 

Cardboard stands with printed motto are dutiable at 25 per 
cent. as printed matter under T. I., 384. 

‘Bathing slippers,” so-called, composed of flax, hemp, and 
worsted (or wool), are dutiable under T. I., 366 at the rate of 40 
cents. per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Plate glass exceeding 24 by 60 inches square, unsilvered and 
polished only upon one side, is to be classified under T. I., 140, 
new. 

Wicker boxes are classified as fancy boxes under T. I., 390, 


Drawback on Galvanised-wire Handles to exported Tin Cans. 


The following is a copy of a circular recently issued by the 
Treasury Department of the United States :-— 

On handles made wholly from galvanised wire No 9, manufac- 
tured from imported spelter, and iron rods, or bars, billets, or 
blooms, and attached to tin cans exported with benefit of draw- 
back under sections 3019 and 3020 of the revised Statutes as 
amended by the Act of March 10, 1880, a drawback will be 
allowed equal in amount to the duty paid on the imported 
materials used in the manufacture of such handles less the legal 
retention of 10 per cent. The quantity of the material so used 
will be determined by allowing for each thousand handles, weigh- 
ing not less than 3i lbs. to the thousand, 1,55, lbs. of spelter, 
and (as the case may be) 31 Ibs. of iron rods, or 33 lbs. of 
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iron bars, billets, or blooms; and for each thousand handles, 
weighing not less than 28 lbs. to the thousand, 1,4, lbs. of spelter 
and 28 lbs. of iron rods, or 31 Ibs. of iron bars, billets, or 


blooms. 


Certificates of Exportation of Bags. 


The following is a copy of a Customs circular recently issued 
by the Treasury Department of the United States :-— 

The Treasury Department is informed that it is the practice at 
some of the ports to issue to parties intending to re-import bags of 
American mauufacture, which have been exported, for benefit of 
drawback under section 3019 Revised Statutes, so called certi- 
ficates of exportation, and that such certiflcates are issued for the 
purpose of facilitating the free entry of such bags upon their 
eturn to the United States. 

Such practice is not authorised by the existing regulations, 
which provide for certificates of exportation only in the case of 
articles on which no drawback or bounty has been paid (see 
Articles 375 and 382, section 2, of the General Regulations of 
1884), and is inconsistent with the principle enunciated in the 
Treasury Department’s decision of December 23, 1887, inasmuch 
as the granting of said certificates. of exportation after the com- 
pletion of the export entry, and in advance of the actual 
re-importation of the bags, is equivalent to a waiver of the con- 
ditions upon which the drawback is allowed, viz., that the articles 
entered for drawback are not intended to be returned to the 
United States, and that the exportation is made in good faith. 

The issuance of such certificates of exportation is, therefore, 


hereby prohibited. 


BRAZIL, 


Inclusion of further Articles in the Sliding Scale Tariff. 


With reference to the notification on pp. 282-4 of the Board 
of Trade Journal for the month of March last, a despatch, dated 
the 25th July, has been received from Mr. Hugh Wyndham, 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, enclosing copy and 
translation of an Imperial decree, dated the 13th July, by which 
it is ordered that certain further articles should be included in 
the list of goods subject to the sliding scale tariff established by 
Decree No. 10,170 of the 26th of January last. The following is 
a copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. 1. In the table which accompanied the Decree No. 10,170 
of the 26th of January of the present year, establishing a movable 
tariff in the Customs for certain articles manufactured within the 
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country, shall be included the goods which are dealt with in the 
Articles of the General Tariff mentioned below :— 


Articles. 


69 | Soap, not perfumed. 
130 | Olive and other oils not specified. 
512 | Netting of every description. 
581 | Coarse cloth of hemp and other tissues, not distinguished, tow yarn for 
bags and packing. 
611 Bags, common, of hempen tissues, &c. 
676 | Lime in powder. 
708 | Common flasks of ordinary glass, white, with stopper or emery-polished 
neck (wide mouthed). 
710 | Tiles of any kind. 
7i1 | Glassware not specified : 

Articles for table use, such as tumblers, wine-glasses, bottles, fruit- 

dishes, salt-cellars, and butter-dishes (of glass, No. 1). 

Articles for other uses, such as globes, glasses for chimney candle- 
sticks, lamps and night lamps, and isolators for pianos (of glass, 
No. 1). 

1094 | Phosphorescent tapers and matches (of wood). 


In Articles 477 and 515, already included in the table annexed 
to the above-mentioned Decree No. 10,170, shall be included, in 
the former, ticking, cassinettes, and similar tissues; in the latter, 
knitted shirts. 


Special Customs Tariff for Province of Rio Grande do Sul. 


A report, dated the 12th June last, by Mr. A. W. Bennett, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do Sul, enclosing a memorandum 
on the Special Customs Tariff for the province of Rio Grande do 
Sul, which came into force on the 15th of March last, has been 
published by the Foreign Office as No, 139 of the “Reports on 
Subjects of General and Commercial Interest.” The following 
information is extracted from the report in question :— 


“Tn previous reports from this Consulate, attention has been 
drawn to the injustice caused to the legitimate trade of the 
province by the organised system of smuggling which has for 
years been carried on over the southern and western frontiers, 
and in my report for 1887 I stated that the high tariff and the 
contraband trade combined had well nigh put an end to all legiti- 
mate commerce. This lamentable state of affairs continued during 
the whole of last year. Even the unprecedentally high rate of 
exchange which ruled during the year, and which ought to have 
conferred such great advantages upon importers and consumers, 
was almost powerless to raise general business from a state of 
complete stagnation. Ceaseless efforts were made during the 
year to induce the Imperial Government to grant a revised and 
less onerous special tariff for Rio Grande do Sul, and at last they 
have been crowned with success. Promised for the new year the 
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revised special tariff actually came into force in March. The 
province is, therefore, now in a most favourable position as regards 
the rest of Brazil, for not only has it under the new tariff very 
large differences in certain articles in its favour, but it is also 
exempted from the operation of the sliding scale of additional 
duties, published in the Board of Trade Journal for March of 
this year. 


“Roughly speaking, more than half the imperial duties on 
certain specified goods are abolished in favour of the province. 


“Tt must here be pointed out, in passing, that this large reduc- 
tion does not imply that all, or nearly all, these certain specified 
goods now pay more than 60 per cent. less than they did six 
months ago. 

“Up to the date of the new special tariff coming into force a 
previous special tariff consisting of 119 articles ruled for this 
province alone. That old tariff has now been amplified, new 
articles have been added to it, and, in many instances, the old 
rates have been lowered. 

“ Annexed are two comparative tables, the first being a list of 
the principal articles of British importation, which are affected 
by the new tariff, and which were not included in the old special 
tariff; the second, a list of goods which were in the old special 
tariff, and showing the imperial duties, old special duties, and 
new special tariff duties. 

“Tt will be noticed that the duties on bar tin, and copper in 
bar or sheet, are reduced 60 per cent. Tea and candles, 50 
per cent.; tin plates, 75 per cent.; bar and sheet iron, 65 per 
cent ; lead piping, 66 per cent. ; with equally large reductions in 
cotton and woollen goods. 


“It must not, however, be supposed that these are the only 
Custom house charges to which the goods are subject. Separate 
charges are collected for store rent under a very elaborate system, 
which not unfrequently increases the duties from 30 to 60 per. 
cent. 

“ Both the imperial and special tariffs are supposed to be based 
on an ad valorem scale, and every item in the official tariffs will be 
found to be followed by figures in a separate column headed 
“razad ” (rate), in which per-centages are entered ranging from 4 
tv 60 per cent. 

“For instance, No. 118 in the tariff, tea is entered as paying 
duty at 750 reis per kilogramme, and the ‘ rate’ is 24 per cent. 
This is supposed to indicate that 750 reis is 24 per cent. of the 
official value of one kilogramme of tea. These ‘ rates,’ by the way, 
appear to be fixed haphazard, and without any real regard to the 
actual value. 

“ Now, all goods entering the Custom house, even if cleared 
the same day, are charged } per cent. of their official value for 
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store rent for each of the first two months. This 4 per cent. 
per month allows the goods to remain two calendar months 
without extra charge. If, however, before the expiration of 
the last day of the second month the goods are not removed, the 
rate for storage is raised to 1 per cent. per month for each 
month not exceeding four, the first two months then being 
charged for also at 1 per cent. per month, and not at the } per 
cent. per month. After four months the charge rises to 14 per 
cent. per month, up to to end of the six months, and if kept 
in over six months the rate for each month is 2 per cent. of the 
official value. 

“ Thus, tea, falling under the rate 24 per cent., will pay in 
addition to the 750 reis per kilogramme, a further charge for 
storage of 2°1 per cent. per month on its duty per kilogramme, 
750 reis, as laid down in the tariff if not cleared in two months, 
4:2 per cent. per month if it remains in for from two to four 
months, 6°3 per cent. per month if from four to six months, and 
8°4 per cent. per month for any period beyond six months, or 
over 50 per cent. of its official value. 

“ Under the new tariff, England ought to largely increase her 
direct imports to this province in all classes of goods specified 
therein, except woollens. In that quarter the road is barred as to 
blankets and baizes by a local factory, which produces excellent 
goods at a fairly low price, and which, looking at the huge 
dividend, 32 per cent., paid to the shareholders last year, is cer- 
tainly capable of profitably reducing its prices and underselling 
various classes of imported woollens. 

“ The same company work a cotton factory, but as the latter 
is only in its infancy its competition at present is hardly 
appreciabie. 

“ The high rate of exchange which now rules is also as direct 
an advantage to the importer—and, to a less extent, to the con- 
sumer—as it is injurious in its effects upon the local producer and 
manufacturer. It was ostensibly to protect local industries that 
the sliding tariff referred to above was introduced, and its failure 
to apply to this province has been the cause of greatly reducing 
the profits of local manufacturers, and has given rise to bitter and 
unreasonable complaints. It is difficult, however, to make out a 
case for the need of extra special protection for an enterprise 
which can pay over 30 per cent. per annum without it. 

“Tt is hoped that this tariff will go a long way towards checking 
the contraband by making it less remunerative. Much depends 
upon how it is administered. The duties, however, are still 
snfficiently high to make it worth while to run a little risk not to 
pay them at all, and it must be borne in mind that the new tariff 
applies equally to the frontier Custom houses, where it is extremely 
difficult, if not absolutely impossible, to guard effectively against 
smuggling. Indeed, if newspaper reports from the West are true, 
the trade appears to have sustained not even a check, and one 
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correspondent writes from Umquayana that never was the contra- 
band trade so active, ‘There are merchants who publicly profess 
* themselves smugglers, and boast of it. In a word, the vaunted 
‘ special tariff is producing entirely negative effects.’ Not many 
weeks ago a train of 18 ox carts, each holding from 1} to 2 tons 
passed the frontier after a sharp skirmish with the Custom house 
guards, who left two dead on the field. This is by no means a 
solitary instance, although, as a rule, the smugglers make use of 
more refined, but equally persuasive measures. 


* It must also be pointed out that the contraband traffic is now 
established upon so wide and firm a basis, and on so natural a law 
of trade, as to have somewhat altered the channels of business. 
The immense difference in the rates of freight and insurance 
ruling for Rio Grande do Sul and Monte Video respectively must 
always make Monte Video more or less of a depdt for this 
province. The bonded warehouse system is there in complete 
efficiency. Every facility is granted for introducing goods into 
Brazil by water and rail. The railway system up to, and along, 
the Brazilian frontier is rapidly approaching completion, and, 
before very long Santa Anna de Livramento, Sad Eugenio, and 
Jaguaraé, all main arteries of commerce, will be in direct touch by 
railway, or by railway and water with Monte Video. Goods 
will no doubt more or less follow the railways. Custom house 
supervision will then be more easy, but the province will then be 
chiefly supplied from the southern and western side, and not from 
the eastern, as formerly. 


“It is difficult to foresee what may be the result of this rapidly 
approaching change upon the traffic of the Rio Grande do Sul 
Railway Company, which during the last two years has suffered 
so severely from the contraband trade. 


“ The vast bulk of the exports of the province, too, is sent by 
sea from Pelotas, or down the river Uruguay. A very small 
portion of the former, and none of the latter, is carried over the 
company’s line. The railway runs through a district which is, in 
the main, very sparsely populated. Between Petolas and Bagé, 
the terminus, there is only about, on an average, one house to 
every three square miles. The zone, however, is fertile, although, 
at present, it only produces cattle and sheep, which the company 
have not adequate rolling stock to transport, even if cattle and 
sheep could advantagously be carried—dead or alive—by 
railway. 


“ Unless the cattle and general traffic is developed, colonisation 
carried out in their zone, and a watchful eye kept upon trade 
changes, there is reason to fear that the dwindling dividends of 
the last two years—dividends which have only been paid out of 
the fund guaranteed by the Brazilian Government—will become 
chronic complaints, and that the line will not benefit as much as 
was hoped by the working of the new special tariff.” 
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Annex I.—-List of Principat Articres affected by the new 
Special Tariff, which were not included in the old Special 


Tariff. 
Number Imperial Tariff. 
Articles. in Units. 
Tariff. 
Duties. | Rates. | Duties. | Rates. 
| 
Dols. | Per Cent.) Dols. | Per Cent. 
Spermaceti, filtered or refined - 61 | Kilos. - 400 15 200 10 
incandles - - 61 * *500 60 250 30 
Butter - 65 » “580 48 *300 4 
Preserved fish - 67 » *600 48 380 30 
Stearine,in candles - - 72 » ° *500 60 250 30 
Preserved jams - - - 98 » ° *500 48 300 30 
Crystallised jams - 98 *850 48 540 30 
Tea - - - 118 » ° 1°500 48 *750 24 
Perfumery - 171 » 1°000 48 “500 4 
Cotton thread, raw - - 467 » °¢ *160 15 “080 10 
» coloured 467 "200 15 "100 10 
»  inreels - - 467 1°000 48 20 
Cotton velvets -| 474 » 2°500 48 1°100 20 


*700 350 
Felt hats, simple, not shaped - 481 Each - f 48 f i 4 


1°200 

Woollen blankets - - 484 Kilos. + “540 48 340 30 

damasked - 484 - 1°300 48 *800 30 

Corsets - - - - 490 | Each -| 2°000 48 “500 12 

Woollen braid - 551 Kilos. - 4° 000 48 1°600 20 

i laces 566 ” 14°000 48 6°000 20 
Silk ties 640 - | 15°000 60 5°000 20 

Tin plates - - - - 790 a * “080 48 “020 10 

: fron bar and sheet - 748 “015 15 5 
Lead piping - - 744 *120 48 15 


040 
Bar tin - - - 745 15 10 
Copper bar or sheet - 715 *250 30 090 


| 
| 
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Annex II.—Lisr of PrincreaL ARTICLES affected by the new 
Special Tariff, which were included in the old Special Tariff, 
showing reductions made. 


Number. | 
| Duty. | Rate.) Duty. | Bate Duty. | Rate. 
Dols. Gone. Dols. Cont. Dols. Gant, 

Cotton flannels - 471 Kilos. | 1°000 | 48 *640"| 30 | 15 

Baréges, cotton dress goods - 472 Pm 8°000 | 48 3°300 | 20 2°000 | 12 

“Twilled cotton trouserings 477 1°000 | 48 *640 | 30 *300 | 15 

Muslins and coarse cambrics 479 1°300 | 48 | 20 “300 | 12 

for linings. 

Muslins, according to weight - 479 ” 12°000 | 48 5°000 | 20 3°000 | 12 

” ” - 479 67500 | 48 2°700 | 20 1°600 | 12 

and handker- 480 2°000 | 48 1°250 | 30 600 | 12 

White piquets  - - 493 2°500 | 48 1°050 | 20 600 | 12 

» » embroidered - 493 ~ 3°000 | 48 | 1°250] 30 750 | 12 

Hosiery 504 |Doz.pr.) *600| 48 340 | 30 250 | 20 

504 1°100 | 48 “680 | 30 *450 | 20 

Cotton linens - - - 505 Kilos. | 1°000 | 48 640 | 30 300 | 15 

White shirtings and prints - 506 2°50 | 48 1°050 | 20 620 | 12 

” ” 506 2°000 | 48 840 | 20 400 | 12 

Cotton cloth,damasked - - ” 2°500 | 48 1°050 | 20 620 | 12 
” twilled - 509 ” “680 | 48 *430 | 30 *200 | 12 ‘ 

Cotton laces - 513 10°000 | 48 6°300 | 15 3°000 | 15 

Cottons, scored - - 514 » 1°000 | 48 “640 | 30 “300 | 12 

Ready-made clothing - - 515 Ps 3°500 | 48 |Various} — 2°300 | 30 
Cotton towelling -| 509 » | 1600} 48 | 17000] 30 | *500] 15 
» bleached or dyed cloth 509 » 1°000 | 48 “640 | 30 “300 | 15 

» embroidery - - -| 522 * 10°000 | 48 5°000 | 24 2°500 12 

»  alpacas,wool - - 535 3°600 48 2°250 | 30 | “900 | 12 

Woollen flannels - - 537 » | 2°200| 48 | 1°360} 80 | 1°000| 15 

» figured -| 587 | 3°600 | 48 | 27250) 30 | 1°800| 15 

” gauzes - 540 » | 9°600} 48 4°800 | 24 3°000 | 15 

» Shawls - - - 547 * | 5°000 | 48 2°100 | 20 1°250 | 32 

» hosiery - - 561 | Doz.pr. 1°100| 48 680 | 30 400 | 15 

Kerseymere, single - - - 564 Kilos. | 3°600| 48 | 2°250] 30 1°600 | 15 

» double - - 564 * 1°600 | 48 1°000 | 30 800 | 15 

Silk ribbons 635 15°000 | 60 7°500 | 30 5°000 | 20 

Coarse silk goods » id . 649 » 9°000 | 60 4°500 | 30 2°250 | 15 

embroidered 649 15°000 | 60 | 7°500; 30 3°250 | 15 

Silk velvets ° ha _s 652 » 24°000 | 60 | 12°000 30 6°000 | 15 

Union - 652 13°000 | 60 6°500 | 30 3°500 | 15 

Ready-made clothing, linen 610 | Dozen.| 6°500/ 48 | 4°100) 30 | 3°000| 24 

621 Kilos. | 28°000 | 60 | 14°000 | 30 7°000 | 15 
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FALKLAND ISLANDs. 


Rates of Customs Duty. 


A despatch, dated the 24th June last, has been received from 
the Colonial Secretary of the Falkland Islands, forwarding a copy 
of the Customs Tariff of those islands, The following is a state- 
ment of the rates of import duty now levied :-- 


Articles, Rates of Duty 
d. 
Spirits and strong waters - -- - | Gallon 010 0 
Liqueurs, cordials, and sweetened spirits - - - 10 


Articles containing any quantity of alcohol or spirit 
which by the Imperial Customs law are liable to cuty 
as spirits - - ~ 

Perfumed spirits and Cologne water - - 

Wine in casks - - - 

Do. in quart bottles = - - - - | Per dozen 

Do. in pint bottles - - - 

British wines, ginger ale, orange wine, orange cham- 
pagne, peppermint, and all other unenumerated 
beverages not liable to duty as spirits (except soda, 
potash and mineral waters), to pay duty as wine. 


wo kw OO 


Malt liquor, mum, spruce, cider and perry, in casks - | Per gallon OOPS 
Malt liquor, mum, and spruce, in bottles - - - | Per doz. quarts 0 0 6 
Do, do., do. - - - | Perdoz. pints 0 0 8 
Cigars - - | Per lb. 0 5 0 
Cigarettes, cut ond and snuff - 03 0 
All other tobacco - - - - o 2 


Exemptions.—All articles imported or taken out of bond for the 
use of the Governor of the colony and for the use of Her 
Majesty’s army and navy. 


Tobacco forming an ingredient in sheepwash or hop-powder, 
manufactured in bond in the United Kingdom. 


The Governor, military and naval departments, and messes. 
purchasing any article whatsoever, duty paid, shall be entitled, 
when the duty thereon ¢hall in the aggregate amount to not less. 
than 10s., to have the same refunded out of the public treasury on 
the warrant of the Governor in Council, on the certificate of the 
Governor or the officer in command of any military or naval 
department, or of any of Her Majesty’s ships of war. 

There is no export duty. 


59868. Cc 


282 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


TRINIDAD. 
Tariff of Import Duties. 


The following is a statement of the rates of import duty now 


levied in the island of Trinidad :~— 


Articles. 


Rates of Duty. 


Bread of all kinds - - = - ra 
Butter - - - 
Oleomargarine, butterine, or any preparation of fat other 
than lard or ghee - 
Carriages on springs, - - 
Do., two-wheeled - - - 
Cheese - - 
Corn of all kind, including oats - - - 
Dogs - - - - - 


Flour - - = 


Gunpowder - - ~ - - - 
Hardware, for every 100/. of value - - - 
Earthen- and glassware, for every 100/. of value - 
Furniture, for 100/. value - - - 
Lard - - 
Leather manufactures, for every 100/. of value - 
Liquors, viz.: 

Malt liquor in wood . 

Do. in bottles, the dozen reputed on bottles, and so in 
proportion - 

Rum, for every gallon of “the strength of proof as ascer- 
tained by Sykes’ hydrometer, and so in proportion for 
any greater or less strength than the strength of proof, 
and for any greater or less quantity than a gallon - 

Methylated spirits, aang as such by the Collector of 
Customs 

All other spirits, strong water, Bquears, and cordials if 
not exceeding the strength of proof as ascertained by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, except tinctures admitted by the 
Collector of Customs as being for medicinal purposes 
only, which shall be charged with duty at the rate pay- 
able by goods unenumerated - 

And for every degree of strength bey ond that 
specified above an additional duty of 1d: the liquid 
gallon. 

Wines in bottle: 

Sparkling wines - 

All other wines in bottle containing less than the following 
rates of proof spirit as verified by Sykes’ hydrometer, 
except medicinal preparations of wine admitted by the 
Collector of Customs as being for medicinal purposes 
only, which shall be charged with duty at the rate 
payable by goods unenumerated:—42 degrees - 

And for every degree of strength beyond that 
above specified an additional duty of 3d. per 
gallon. 

Wines in wood: 

For all wines in wood containing less than the following 

rates of proof spirit as verified by Sykes’ hydrometer, 


viz.:— 
22 degrees - - - - 
32 degrees - - - - - ~ 
42 degrees - 


And for every degree of strength beyond the 
highest above specified an additional duty of 3d. 
per gallon. 


Barrel | 

Lb. 0 0 

” 0 0 

Each 7 0 

4 0 

Lb. 0 

Bushel 0 0 

Each 0 10 
Barrel of 

196 Ibs. fo af 

Lb. 0 0 

0 0 

4 0 

4 0 

4 0 

100 Ibs. 0 3 

4 0 

Gallon 0 0 

0 

” 0 6 

” 1 

Liquid gall. 9 9 

Gallon 0 4 

0 2 

0 0 

» 0 2 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 

Matches, lucifer, for every gross of boxes or other packages, 

each box or package containing not more than 120 

matches ; if containing more than 120 a, duty - 

be charged in proportion - - - 0 2 6 
Meal or other flour, not wheaten - Barrel 02 0 
Muskets, guns, pistols, fowling an, gun inpeeds ‘and gun 

stocks - Each 0. 
Oil, creosote, for every 100/. of value - . - - 400 
Do., eccoanut - - - - - - | Gallon o i 6 
Do., petroleum - - - - © 
Do., all other kinds - - - - 
Oil meal - - | 100 lbs. oO 1 0 
Opium, including all goods, wares, or merchandise mixed or 

saturated with opium or with any preparation thereof, 

except tincture of opium, admitted by the Collector of 

Customs as being for medicinal purposes only, which 

shall be charged with ony at aa rate yee by goods 

unenumerated = - Lb. 010 
Rice - - - . - - - | 100 lbs. 0 2 2 
Soap - - - - - - - 
Sugar - - - - - 0 10 © 
Tea - ~ ~ - - - | Lb. 0 0 6 
Timber, sawn or hewn - - - - - | 1,000ft.sup.0 8 3 
Do., shingles - - - - - - }1,000 © 1 6 
Do., shooks - - - - - |Bundle oo 7 
Do., staves - - - - - - - | 1,000 o:12 © 
Do., wood hoops - ; - - - - 4s 0 3 0 
Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured - - - - - - | Tb. 01 

Cigars and cigarettes - - - 0 3 

Ail other manufactured tobacco - 4 
Textile manufactures of all kinds, wearing ‘apparel of all 

kinds, haberdashery, for every 100/. of value - ~ 4 0 0 
All other goods, wares, merchandise, and effects of every 

description not previously enumerated, 100/. of 

value - - - 40 0 


Exemptions.— Goods of all kinds imported or taken out of bond for the use of 
the Governor or for the public use of Her Majesty’s land or sea forces ; articles to be 
used in the construction, repair, and decoration of churches, and wine for use in 
public worship ; animals of all kinds, except dogs; arrowroot; books, printed, not 
subject to duty under Ordinance 14 of 1874, and not being account books; music, 
printed, not subject to duty under Ordinance 14 of 1874; bullion; bark; bones and 
horns, unmanufactured; beans, dried; coals; coke; cotton, raw; cocoa, un- 
manufactured; cocoanuts; coffee; cassava bread and farine; charcoal; cloves ; 
cinnamon; dholl; divi divi; earth, sand, and stone; eggs; fruit, fresh; fish of all 
kinds except preserved in tins ; fish glue; growing plants and trees; gram ; hides, 
raw; honey; ice ; lime; machinery driven by steam, water, electricity, wind, gas, 
or compressed air; steam boilers, and parts thereof; sugar pans, water pipes, and 
all machinery to be used in the manufacture of produce, if admitted as such by the 
Collector of Customs ; rails and other articles for the formation or repair of tramways 
or railways on estates ; vehicles and iron work for vehicles to be used thereon if 
admitted as such by the Collector of Customs ; meats of all kinds except preserved 
in tins ; manures; mace ; newspapers ; nutmegs; patent fuel ; peas, dried; specie ; 
seeds, starch, bulbs, and roots; Tonca beans; vegetables, fresh, not prepared or 
manufactured. 
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St. VINCENT. 


Modification of Export Duties on Sugar. 


A despatch, dated the 17th August last, has been received from 
the Administrator of St. Vincent, enclosing copy of the import 
and export tariffs at present in force there. According to the 
latter tariff the export duties on sugar have been changed as 
follows :— 

Hogsheads.of sugar above 40 inch truss are now to be charged 
under the export tax for general revenue 2s. 4d. instead of 2s. ; 
and under the tax for immigration purposes 1s. 6d. instead of 
1s. 3d.; altogether 3s. 10d. instead of 3s. 3d. 


BarBADOS. 
Modifications in Customs Tariff. 


According to the statement of import duties levied under the 
Barbados Customs- Tariff for 1889- the two following modifica- 
tions in previous tariffs have been introduced :— 

1. Machinery for reaping or manufacture of sugar is added to 
the exemption list. 

2. Margarine, oleomargarine, and compounds are now rated as 
butters, 7s. 6d. per 100 lbs. 

In both cases the previous rate was the “ unenumerated ” one of 
8 per cent. ad valorem. 


Cape CoLony. 
Admission of Manufacturing Machinery Duty Free. 


The Agricultural Journal, published by the Department of 
Agriculture of the Cape Colony, contains a notice io the effect that 
under the Customs Union tariff all manufacturing machinery, 
including cream separators, will be admitted into Cape Colony 
from abroad duty free. 
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V.—FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON SILK YARNS 
AND THREAD. 


The following statement, which shows the rates of Customs 
duty levied in each of the under-mentioned countries upon the 
importation of silk yarn and thread from the United Kingdom has 
been prepared in the Department for publication in the Journal. 

Nore.—Since the publication of the return relating to Foreign Import Duties 
| (178/85), numerous modifications have been effected in the Customs Tariffs of 


various foreign countries; these modifications, in so far as regards the above- 
named goods, have been embodied in the following statement :— 


Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Pi ll 
Russia : Rbls. Cop. £ d. 
Twist, tram, and organzine; also sewing 
silk, and si!k wound for woof or warp ; 
yarn of * Bourre de soie,’”’ or silk waste, 
plain or mixed with cotton or wool : 
Undyed- - - - | Poud 16°00 | Cwt. 717 8 
Dyed and printed - 32°00} ,, 1515 3 
SWEDEN : 
Not separately specified, but if admitted " Kron. Ore 
as dyed silk, the duty is - - | Kilog. ROOK. ss 216 6 
Norway: Kron. Ore 
All kinds - | Kilog. | 212 6 
DENMARE : Kron. Ore 
Twisted or not twisted - - - | Pund 1°50] 4 8 9 5 
GERMANY : 
Silk, spun or not, undyed ; also floss silk, Mks. Pfg. 
combed, spup, or thrown, undyed . Free. Free. 
Do., do., dyed - - - | 100 kilos. 36°00] ,, 018 3 
Sewing silk, dyed or undyed - 150°00 ,, 816 2 
All kinds - - - . Free. Free. 
: 
All kinds - - - - Free. Free. 
FRANCE: 
Of waste silk, unbleached, bleached, blued, 
or dyed : 
Single : Frs. Cts. 
Measuring 80,500 metres or less 
to the kilogramme - - | 100 kilos. 75°00 * 110 6 
Measuring more than 80,500 
metres to the kilogramme - “ 120°00 | ,, 23s 9 
Twisted 
Measuring 80,500 metres or less 
of single thread to the kilo- 
gramme - - $6°25 * 115 1 
Measuring more than 80,500 
metres of single thread to the 
kilogramme = - 188°00 ,. 1 
Of pure silk, all kinds - - Free. Free. 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Equitalent i 
| 
PORTUGAL : Reis. £ 8 
Single or twisted, of all kinds - - | Kilog. *1,000 | Cwt. 11 8 8 
: 
Of waste silk : Pes. Cts. 
Single - - - - | Kilog. O07 s 0 4 OF 
Of pure silk : 
Single 0°25 | 010 2 
Twisted - - - 3°80] » 714 5 
IraLy: 
Pure silk, single, reeled, twisted or thrown, Lire Cts. 
undyed - - - | Free. Free. 
Do., do., dyed - - - | Kilog. 0°50 | » 104 
Waste silk, combed - - 100kilos. 10°00] ,, 0 4 OF 
No., do., spun - - - | = 50°00 | 1 0 4 
Sewing thread of silk or waste silk wound 
on reels, in balls, and the an, abet 
pared for retail sale - Kilog. 2°50 » 
AUSTRIA: 
Silk, reeled or spun, also twisted: Fl. Kr. 
Unbleached - Free. Free. 
Bleached or dyed, or combined with 
other textile materials - - | 100 kilos. 35°00] ,, Las 7 
Waste silk, twisted or not: 
Unbleached or bleached - Free. Free. 
Dyed or combined with other textile 
materials 100 kilos. 85°00] ,, 146 7 
Sewing silk, bleached or dyed ; also 
silk thread of all kinds 
retail sale - 35°00 | ,; 7 
SWITZERLAND: 
Silk or waste silk, unbleached: Frs. Cts. 
Floss silk, combed - - | 100 kilos. 1°00 rm 0 O 4% 
Raw, not thrown - - - ‘ 1°50 | 55 o 0 7 
Do., ‘thrown - 6°00 | 4, 0 2 5} 
All other kinds of silk, utleasel, 
including unbleached sewing silk - | 5 7001 » 0 2 103 
Silk or waste silk, dyed . | » 16°00 es 0 6 6 
In spools, balls, or skeins, prepared for 
retail sale = - | 40°00 ,, 016 
GREECE: 
Silk, reeled, twisted, or corded, or silk 
waste, white or coloured, combined or Drs. Lep. 
not with other textile materials - | Oke 30°00 | ys 48 0 0 
TURKEY : 
All kinds - - - | 8°/, ad valorem. | 8 °/, ad valorem. 
RouMANIA: 
Of silk of all colours, single or teow, | Lei. B. 
including sewing silk - Kilog. 10°00 | Cwt. 20 6 5 
UnitED StaTEs: 
All kinds - - | 80 °/, ad valorem. | 30 °/, ad valorem. 


. In addition to this rate a tax of 3 per cent. upon the duty is payable for Custom 
These additions 


house fees, and a further 2 per cent. ad valorem for harbour works. 
would raise the total duty payable from 1,000 to 1,120 reis. 
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VI—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


THE SALE OF MARGARINE IN Russia. 


A despatch, dated the 6th August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, enclosing a translation by 
Mr. Michell of a statement in the Moscow Gazette, describing 
the modifications adopted by the Council of the Empire in the 
scheme for the sale of margarine in Russia, which has now been 
returned to the Minister of Domains for further elaboration. 
The following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

The Council of the Empire has considerably modified the 
scheme submitted to it by the Minister of Imperial Domains for 
the sale of margarine in Russia. The chief modifications consist 
in the prohibition to mix genuine butter with margarine ; in the 
appointment of Government inspectors who will exercise strict 
supervision over margarine manufactories. Moreover, these 
manufactories must wind up their business in the course of the 
next five years, after which they will finally close, and permission 
to establish new margarine works will not be granted. The 
project has been returned with the above modifications to the 
Minister of the Domain for further elaboration, which, when 
completed, will be again discussed by the Council in its full 
assembly. 


OPENING OF THE LIVONIAN RAILWAY. 


A report, dated the 8th August last, has been received from 
Mr, William Breslau, Acting British Consul at Riga, respecting 
the opening of the Livonian Railway. The following is an extract 
from the report in question :— 

‘The Imperial Government has now announced the completion 
of the Livonian Railway, and the officia] opening for public traffic 
took place on the 3rd August. 

“ This railway consists of the main line, Pskoff-Riga, 188 English 
miles in length, and of a branch line, Walk-Dorpat, 51 English 
miles in length, thus having a total length of 239 English miles. 

“The works of the railway commenced in the month of 
April 1886, and have been carried out at the expense of the 
State. This railway is of great importance as a means of 
transport for the produce of Livonia, as well as for the trade 
of Riga, and in consequence of the easier communication there 
will be a considerable increase and improvement in agriculture.” 
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Discovery OF New WELLS NEAR Baku. 


A report, dated the 22nd August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. P. Stevens, British Vice-Consul at 
Batoum, stating that news had been received in Batoum on the 
previous day to the effect that eight new fountains had been 
discovered in the naphtha-producing territory of that district, 
the combined output of which at the present rate of supply could 
approximately be estimated at 16,000 tons per diem, in con- 
sequence of which the price of crude oil at Baku had deercased 
from 4d. to 3d. per gallon, and a further fall was expected. 


BELGIAN SUBVENTION FOR STEAMSHIP FACILITIES TO 
AUSTRALIA. 


A despatch, dated the 17th August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Lord Vivian, Her Majesty's Minister 
at Brussels, enclosing copy of a law published in the Moniteur 
Belge granting a subvention to the German-Australian Steamship 
Company in respect of the service to he performed between 
Antwerp and Australia by the steamers of the company. The 
salient features of the above law were published at p. 158 of the 
Board of Trade Journal for last month. 


REGULATIONS AFFECTING ENTRANTS AS OFFICERS INTO THE 
BELGIAN MERCHANT SERVICE. 


A despatch, dated the 24th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. le M. H. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Brussels, enclosing text of a royal decree published 
in the Moniteur Belge respecting the examination of persons 
wishing to enter as officers in the Belgian merchant service. 
Mr. Gosselin says :—- 

“By this decree no one will be allowed to act as captain, 
first or second lieutenant in the Belgian merchant service without 
having passed the customary examination in Belgium (which may 
be made in the French, Flemish, English, or German languages), 
and proved himself sufficiently master of the first two languages 
as to enable him to be employed on board a Belgian vessel. 

“By Article 2, foreign sailors provided with a certificate issued 
by a competent authority enabling them to occupy the rank 
which they wish to occupy in the Belgian merchant service, will 
be exempted from the obligation of passing an examination in 
Belgium, provided they belong to a nation where Belgian officers 
are admitted without re-examination, to exercise the duties of 
their rank on board merchant ships of the nation in question.” 
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RATES BETWEEN GRIMSBY STATION AND ANTWERP. 


A despatch, dated the 2nd August last, has been reccived at 
the Foreign Office from Lord Vivian, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Brussels, enclosing copy of a decree of the Belgian Government, 
fixing the tariff of rates on merchardise carried between Grimsby 
and Belgium by way of Antwerp. The tariff in question may 
be seen on application at the Board of Trade, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W. 


Spanish Exports or WINE. 


The following statistics of the exports of wines from Spain 
during the first six months of the years 1887, 1888, and 1889, are 
taken from a statement transmitted in a despatch to the Foreign 
Office, dated the 18th August last, from Sir F.C. Ford, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid :— 

Exports of wines to Great Britain : in 1887, 2,430,000 gallons, 
valued at 389,000/.; in 1888, 2,190,000 gallons, valued at 
347,C004.; and in 1889, 1,740,000 gallons, valued at 283,000/. 
To France: in 1887, 68,570,000 gallons, valued at 3,905,0002 ; 
in 1888, 80,560,000 gallons, valued at 4,624,000/.; and in 1889, 
88,120,000 gallons, valued at 4,957,000/. To other countries: in 
1887, 17,400,000 gallons, valued at 1,160,000; in 1888, 
13,690,000 gallons, valued at 939,000/.; and in 1889, 17,780,060 
gallons, valued at 1,119,0C0/. Total exports: in 1887, 88,400,000 
gallons, valued at 5,454,000/.; in 1888, 96,440,000 gallons, 
valued at 5,910,000/.; and in 1889, 107,640,000 gallons, valued 
at 6,359,0002. 

The average value of wine exported to Great Britain is about 
3s. 3d. yer gallon; to France, 1s. 2d. per gallon; to other 
countries, 1s. 4d. per gallon. The average value of wine exported 
from Spain is about 1s. 3d. per gallon. 

For the first six months of 1889, about 1 per cent. of the 
quantity and 4} per cent. of the value has been exported to 
Great Bntain; 83 per cent. of the quantity and 78 per cent. of 
the value to France; and 16 per cent. of the quantity and 174 
per cent. of the value to other countries. ' 


Harsour COMMUNICATION AT BARCELONA. 


A despatch, dated the 21st August last, has been received from 
Sir F. C. Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, transmit- 
ting copy of a notice which appeared in the Official Gazette of 
the same date, stating that, owing to the continuation of the 
works carried on in the harbour of Barcelona in connexion with 
the Catalujia mole, the passage between the head of the mole and 
the Eastern breakwater is now impassable. 
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INDUSTRIAL PRopERTY CONVENTION CONFERENCE AT 
Manprip. 


Sir F. C. Ford, Her Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th August last, says 
that a royal order has been published by the Minister of Public 
Works in the Official Gazette of the same date, postponing the 
meeting of the industrial property conference at Madrid till the 
Ist of April 1890. 


Tre Traps oF IraLty FoR THE First Six MontHs 
OF 1889, 


A despatch, dated the 28th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. M. Dering, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Rome, enclosing an analysis of the foreign trade of 
Italy for the first six months of the present year. The following 
particulars are taken from the analysis in question :— 

The value of Italian foreign trade, exclusive of precious metals, 
during the first six months of 1889, amounted to 1,096,464,058 
francs, or 43,858,562/. 

The imports, which were of the value of 634,313,509 francs, or 
25,372,540/., show an increase of 24,332,072 francs, compared 
with the same period last year, while the exports, which amounted 
to 462,150,549 francs, or 18,486,0222, show an increase of 
10,010,800 francs. 

The figures for January and February show a considerable 
diminution, but this falling off has happily been counterbalanced 
by the largely increased trade in the four succeeding months. 
It is difficult, owing to the disturbance of trade by fiscal 
changes, to draw any general deductions from the above figures ; 
moreover, it is held by many that the reserve stocks of various 
articles were unduly reduced in 1888, and that the increase of 
imports is in great part due to the necessity of supplying this 
deficiency. It cannot be denied, however, that the return is on 
the whole encouraging for the future of Italian trade. 
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VIL—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


AMERICAN WORKMEN AT THE Paris EXHIBITION. 


A pamphlet, entitled “ American Working-men’s Expedition,” 
has been received at the Board of Trade. This pamphlet contains 
particulars of a visit to Europe of American working men, each of 
whom represents a particular branch of American manufacture. 
The expedition is under the patronage of Mr. Edward Scripps, 
president of the Scripps League of Newspapers. Although the 
objective point of the expedition is the Paris Exhibition, yet it 

‘has been determined by the promoters of the enterprise that the 
benefits to working men would be enlarged by sending the 
expedition to the leading industrial centres of Europe as well as 
to Paris. The route has therefore been made to include visits to 
the principal manufacturing towns in Great Britain, in France, 
and also in Germany. 


Coat IN Russia. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, in 
its issue of the 10th August last, has the following note :— 

* A report made for the Russian Government by Professor 
Mendelieff estimates the amount of coal of the Donetz basin imme- 
diately workable at 21 milliards of tons; if the coalfield descends 
to the depth of the English coalfield, it is hoped to find there 
about three times the quantity indicated above. According to 
these figures, the Donetz basin alone will be able to supply the 
whole world for 200 years. Further, the Donetz coals possess 
the valuable property of not giving off explosive gases, a fact 
which would appear to us to be very doubtful, and to give only 
two to three per cent. of ashes. The figures given by Professor 
Mendelieff appear open to criticism, but it cannot be questioned, 
however, that the Donetz coal basin is excessively valuable.” 


THE WINTER WHEAT Crop IN Russi, 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 20th of August last 
says that the winter wheat crop in Russia is better than the 
average in the provinces of the East (Oufa, Orenburg, Perm, and 
in certain localities of the provinces of Viatka, Kazan, and 
Samara), of the Central Provinces (Moscow, Kalouga, Vladimir, 
and certain districts in the provinces of Smolensk, Orel, Toula, 
and Riazan), in Livonia and in Esthonia. The condition of the 
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spring wheats leaves nothing to be desired except in the Polish 
provinces—in those of Vitebsk, Mohilew, Poltava, Catherinoslaw— 
and in a large portion of the provinces of Kharkow, Koursk, 
Tauride, as well asin certain localities of the province of Kherson. 
In all the Eastern and Central Provinces the spring wheat crop is 
more or less satisfactory. 


Russtan Exvorts oF Corron Goops to Persta. 


According to the Nouveau Temps, the Russian Industrial and 
Commercial Company has petitioned the Ministry of Finance for 
the repayment of the Customs duties on cotton tissues exported to 
Persia, and demanded that this repayment may be effected by 
means of metallic currency, that is to say, in the same manner as 
the Customs duties are collected. This request is based on the 
consideration that the abolition of free transit in Transcaucasia 
has neither diminished the quantity of foreign produce sent to 
Persia, nor increased the demands for Russian goods. Russian 
cottons form one half of the exports from Russia to Persia. 


Tue Sucar Russta. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 26th July (7th August) 
last, quoting from the Russian Hérold, says that, according to the 
Central Statistical Bureau of the sugar industry, the plantations of 
beet-root in Russia had on the Ist July an area of 251,021 
deciatines.* 14,178 deciatines have been completely destroyed by 
the bad weather. It is anticipated that 159,487. deciatines will 
give a good crop, while on 77,356 deciatines the yield will be bad. 
The production for the present season has been fixed, for the 
187 refineries forming part of the syndicate, at 20,062,869 pouds.f 
Any excess of production must be exported to foreign countries. 
For the whole of the Empire the total number of sugar refineries 
and factories is estimated at 221. 


PouttTry anp Eca Exports rrom Russta. 


The French Consul at Odessa, in a letter to his Government, 
dated the Ist of July, states that of late years the breeding of 
poultry in Russia has become quite an important branch of 
industry, and that the export of fowls and eggs now forms one 
of the leading features of the foreign trade of the Empire. He 
gives the following figures in support of his statement :— 

There were exported, in 1888, 678,220,000 eggs, representing 
a value of 11,589,000 roubles; 2,760,000 fowls, at a value of 


* Deciatine = 2°7 acres. t Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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2,750,000 roubles ; 6,300 pouds of down, at a value of 301,000 
roubles; 101,000 pouds of stripped feathers, at a value of 
1,514,000 roubles : 75,000 pouds of preserved eggs, at a value of 
409,600 roubles; making a total value of 16,563,000 roubles. The 
rupture of commercial relations between France and Italy has 
had the result of making France the principal client of Russia for 


this article of exportation. 


ProGRESs OF THE SoURAM TUNNEL. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 24th July (Sth August) 
fast, with reference to the progress of the Souram tunnel works, 
has the following :— 

The works of the Souram tunnel are advancing in a very rapid 
manner. Last spring the bad weather caused a serious inter- 
ruption, the inhabitants of the district refusing to carry the stone 
extracted from the quarries. The want of stones has been finally 
overcome and the. works are now progressing. On the Tsipa 
side the tunnel is bored for the desired width to a length of 750 
sagenes, and the stone casing is finished for a length of 640 sagenes. 
There still remain about 270 sagenes to be bored and about 380 
sagenes to be cased. On the Beglety side the casing is already 
more than 400 sagenes, and the tunnel has been bored for the 
requisite width toa length of 500 sagenes. On this side there 
still remain to be pierced about 350 sagenes, and to be walled up 
about 350 sagenes. 

All the works will be finally completed on the Tsipa side by 
next February, and on the Beglety side in April or May 1890. 
On the Tsipa side 1,300 men work in the interior of the tunnel 
and about 1,000 outside. Further, 100 horses are employed 
inside and 30 out. The progress of the works is much impeded 
by the numerous filtrations from underground springs, which give 
out the enormous quantity of about 860,000 vedros* daily. Some 
jets of water spout out with such violence as to throw over the 
workmen. One of the springs has been found to be impregnated 
with salts of iodine to a greater extent than any similar springs 
in the whole world. To overcome these filtrations, trenches have 
had to be dug. The crumbling nature of the soil is the cause of 
frequent landslips. By the dimensions of its profile the Souram 
tunnel exceeds all the other European tunnels. The St. Gothard 
tunnel has only a section of 60 square metres, while the Souram 
section is 90 metres. 


* Vedro = 2°7 imperial gallons. 
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THE Port oF ODEsSA. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for 
the 10th August says that the Municipal Council of Odessa has 
under consideration a proposal emanating from a foreign financial 
syndicate for the rebuilding of the port of Odessa. The proposal 
in question consists in the erection of new maritime buildings, 
combined with a system of railways and elevators, which will 
permit of the loading simultaneously of 35 ships with grain. 
The elevators will be capable of containing 260,000 tons of 
grain at one time, and the proposed railway of bringing to the 
port 22,000 tons of cereals daily. 


Workmen’s WaceEs In GERMANY. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for 
the 3rd August last says that the Chemnitz Chamber of Com- 
merce has recently published an interesting report on rates of 
wages in Germany. The report states that in the Chemnitz 
district the following rates of wages are paid :— 

Weavers of ticking, 6s. per week or 1s. a day ; fustian weavers, 
8s. per week or Is, 4d. per day ; sewers, 4s. 6d. per week or 9d. 
per day; cotton sewers, the same; corset makers, 10d. to 1s. per 
day ; linen and haberdashery, 10d. to 1s. per day. 

At Barmen and Elberfeld the men weavers earn from 12s. to 
15s. per week of 60 hours’ work; the women from 5s, to 8s. for 
the same length of time. In Saxony the highest wage of the 
men is 2s. 5d. per day ; that of the women is ls. 2d. In Silesia 
the average falls to 1s. 2d. per day. 

A few classes of workmen are well treated; they are the 
engineers, the glass-cutters, and the makers of fancy wares at 
Berlin. But the engineers rarely earn more than 3s. 3d. or 4s, 
daily, and the workmen in glassware or porcelain about 2s. 9d. 

These figures show how German industry has been able 
to produce at such a cheap rate and create for itself, in a few 
years, such a considerable export. 


EMIGRATION FROM GERMAN Ports IN 1888. 


The following particulars of emigration from German ports 
in 1888 are extracted from the last report of the United States 
Consul-General at Berlin :— 

The total number shipped from the three German ports 
amounted in 1888 to 187,057 persons, among whom were 80,671 
Germans; in 1887 to 172,452 persons, among whom were 79,473 
Germans; in 1886 to 166,474 persons, among whom were 66,647 
Germans ; in 1885 to 155,147 persons, among whom were 86,900 
Germans. 
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Embarked at Hamburg in 1888, 88,488, against 71,007 in 
1887 ; at Bremen 95,500, against 99,476 in 1887; at Stettin 
3,074, against 1,969 in 1887. 

The 88,483 persons (55,460 males and 33,023 females) who 
tovk passage at Hamburg embarked on 348 vessels sailing direct, 
and 477 calling at intermediate ports, in all on board of 817 
steamships and 8 sailing vessels. Amongst these 88,483 emigrants 
were 46,465 males and 24,350 females over 10 years of age, 
6,940 males and 6,588 females of from 1 to 10 years, 2,055 males 
and 2,085 females under 1 year. There were #,092 families, 
and of single persons 35,551 males and 10,171 females; 1,096 
persons were shipped on board of vessels not regarded as emigrant 
ships, and were therefore not subjected to any inspection. 

Among the 95,500 persons (54,394 males and 41,106 females) 
forwarded by way of Bremen, on board of 211 steamships and 1 
sailing vessel, were 13,248 families, of whom 34,256 were single 
males and 16,479 single females; 74,793 emigrants were over 14 
years of age, 16,520 from 1 to 14 years, and 4,187 under 1 year. 
Among the 95,500 persons were 52,974 Germans. 

At Stettin 3,074 emigrants embarked for New York, 1,566 
being males and 1,508 females, 2,056 adults, 814 children of from 
1 to 10 years, and 204 children under 1 year. 

From non-European ports there came, in the course of the 
year, to three German ports, 40,343 persons; from Lisbon 205 
persons, and from England 614; in all, 41,162 persons. Of these 
there arrived at Hamburg, 11,056; at Bremen, 29,822; and at 
Stettin, 284. Of these, 59 were paupers, viz., 4 from Prussia, 
1 from Wurtemburg, 29 from Austria, 13 from Roumania, 2 from 
Russia, 7 from Asia Minor, and 3 from America. 


River AND Coast oF GERMANY. 


The United States Commercial Agent at Mayence, in a recent 
report to his Government on the river and coast shipping of 
Germany, says :— 

* There has recently been published by the German Government 
a comparative statement of the number of river, canal, and coast- 
ing vessels of the Empire at the close of the years 1877, 1882, 
and 1887, comprehending all vessels of 10 tons and more, regu- 
larly engaged in carrying freight, as well as the passenger ships. 
According to this statement there were at the close of 1877 of such 
vessels 17,083 sailing ships and 570 steamers ; at the end of 1882, 
17,885 sailing vessels and 830 steamers ; and at the expiration of 
1887 a total of 19,237 sailing vessels and 1,153 steamers. 

“There thus appears to have been a remarkable increase in 
steamers from 1877 to 1887—102 °3 per cent.—while the sailing 
vessels showed an increase of only 12°6 per cent. The per-cent- 
age of increase among all the vessels taken together was 15} per 


cent. The figures show how rapidly steam power is taking the 
place of sail. 
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“ The carrying capacity of the vessels is put at 2,057,000 tons 
for 1887, or an increase of 50 per cent. since 1877. The carry- 
ing capacity of the freight steamers is said to have been about 
21,000 tons at the end of 1887, against about 14,000 tons at the 
close of 1877. 

“ The largest number belonging to any one political division of 
the Empire, at the close of 1887, 4,576 sailing vessels and 95 
steamers—a total of 4,671 ships, or 22-9 per ceni. of the entire 
numer (end of 1887)—belonged to the province of Brandenburg, 
and the next largest number to Hamburg, namely, 3,567 sailing 
vessels and 231 steamers, a total of 3,798 ships, or 18°6 per cent. 
of the whole number. But the greater part of the Hamburg 
vessels are small, and in total tonnage rank below those of Branden- 
burg and the Rhineland respectively, although of the latter there 
were in 1887 only 1,196 sailing vessels and 186 steamers, or 6°8 
per cent. of the entire number of inland and coasting vessels. 

** Considered by rivers and apart from political divisions, it 
appears that at the close of 1887 more than half of the vessels 
belonged to the Elbe, namely, 10,151 sailing vessels and, 471 
steamers, or 52°1 per cent. of the whole. The Oder had the 
next largest number, namely, 3,143, or 15° 4 per cent. of the 
whole; but the vessels of the Rhine were near thereto in number, 
being 3,006, or 14°7 per cent. of the whole number, while the 
number of its steamers exceeded those on the Oder, being at the 
end of 1887, 275, or 23° 9 per cent. of the entire number, against 
154 on the Oder, or only 13°4 per cent. of the whole number. 
The average capacity of the sailing vessels of the Oder is also 
much less than that of the Rhine boats, the average tonnage of 
an Oder ship being 96 tons, while that of a Rhine vessel is 
209° 4 tons, 

“Of the entire inland and coasting tonnage of the Empire in 
1887, among the sailing vessels the Elbe had 47 °5 per cent., the 
Rhine 27 * 8 per cent. and the Oder 13°9 per cent. Compared to 
these three rivers and their tributaries the navigation on the other 
German streams is slight. According to the statistics of 1887, in 
the waters of East Prussia the sailing vessels and steamers 
together amount to 1,052; on the Vistula and ils streams to 721 ; 
on the East Friesish canals to 507; on the coasts of Pomerania 
und the east coast of Schleswig-Holstein to 448 ; along the Weser 
to 409; along the Ems to 255; along the Danube to 83; on the 
Lake of Constance to 58, and on the west coast of Schieswig- 
Holstein to 55,” 


Grain TRAVE OF MANNHEIM. 


The fellowing remarks on the grain trade of Mannheim are 
extractel from a report by the United States Consul at that 
place :-— 
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“‘ The average amount of grain docked at Mannheim in the years 
running from 1873 to 1879 was 84,000 tons. For the 10 years 
1879 to 1888, 234,500 tons, almost a 300 per cent. increase. 

“© Wheat.—The import of wheat in 1888 was smaller than in 
1887, owing to several causes, most important of which were 
large supplies put in the year before to avoid the increase of 
duties, and good harvests in Servia and Hungary. Wheat from 
the States just named went direct to Switzerland, Bavaria, 
Wiirtemberg, and South Baden, old customers of Mannheim. 

* Ludwigshafen, Mannheim’s near neighbour, just over the 
Rhine, port of entry for the old Palatinate, saw a dropping off 
in 1888 to 33,700 tons, against 42,000 tons for 1887. The whole 
Empire imported, in 1887, 547,250 tons, against 331,000 tons 
in 1888. 

* Rye.—In 1888 the import of rye was larger than the total 
for the two years previous. There came by water in 1888, 
51,000 tons, against 48,333 tons for 1886-87 ; by rail, 36,000 
tons in 1888, against 34,000 tons in 1886-87. There came 
into Ludwigshafen, in 1887, 7,950 tons; in 1888, 12,830 tons. 
The Empire imported 638,500 tons. It may be of interest 
not only to know how much grain Mannheim imports, but also 
the importance of the Rhine as a distributing stream for all 
Germany. After running through Holland, steamers of deep 
draught, ze, river ones, may touch at ports in Prussia, Hessen, 
the Palatinate, and Baden. At certain periods barges may 
ascend many miles further, and by means of canals to Kehl and 
Strasburg. On this river, Coblentz, at the mouth of the Moselle, 
took, in 1887, 3,400 tons of grain, wheat, barley, rye, and oats; 
Gustavsburg, 6,000 tons ; Mayence, 8,400; Diisseldorf, 28,000; 
Ludwigshafen, 52,300; Cologne, 54,000; Ruhrort, 177,000; 
Mannheim, 276,000. Thus nine ports on this river took in a 
total of 685,500 tons of cereals, while all the ports on the same 
stream (German ports) took in 768,000 tons. Of the amount 
for nine cities, Mannheim docked 40 per cent.; for all the ports, 
36°5 per cent. In 1888 Ludwigshafen docked 56,200 tons. 
The proximity of this river to the safe ports of Holland, its cheap 
rates of freight, its excellent condition as a great water-way, fed 
as it is from the great watersheds of many of the European rivers, 
the Alps, renders it an agent that might easily serve American 
merchants to market not only the products of their fields, but of 
their manufactories among the German people. Where Russia 
and India can succced we have nothing to fear.” 


TrapE Earty Fruit, VEGETABLES, AND Eaos. 


The French Moniteur Official du Commerce for August 6th, 
says :— 
It is not without interest to examine the part which Belgium 
takes in the export of fruit, principally to England. 
59368. 
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The plantation of orchards proceeds to a greater extent every 
year, and as the native consumption is much smaller than the 
supply, it is necessary to find a market for the surplus. Accord- 
ingly Belgium exported to the United Kingdom in 1888 apples 
to the amount of 91,668 hectolitres, representing a value of 
1,682,800 francs, and this, notwithstanding the fact that it is 
not Belgium, but America, and particularly Canada, which takes 
the Jargest share in the export of this article. The Canadian 
apples are specially quoted and valued in London; they surpass 
the Belgian and the French apples both in quality and size. 
France exports only half as many apples as Belgium. The latter 
country exported to England in 1888 a value of 2,708,305 franes 
of other fruits not particularly specified. In short, the total 
export of Belgian fruit to England is represented by the sum of 
4,729,705 francs, that is to say, nearly one-twelfth of the entire 
fruit import of the latter country. . 

The sale of early vegetables becomes more widely extended 
in the great towns of Belgium every year. The month of 
January sees the first cauliflowers sent off from Italy. They are 
of poor quality, hard, and too sweet. They are forwarded in 
special baskets made of willow. Soon after succeed the packages 
from Brittany and Anjou, where this vegetable is cultivated upon 
a large scale. At the moment when the main export arrives, 
cauliflowers are sold by auction at a price from 40 to 50 franes 
the 100 kilos. 


The artichokes come from Angers, Brest, the Bouches-du- 
Rhone, and Laon, where they are greatly esteemed, but where 
there is little local consumption. The earliest asparagus makes 
its appearance in the month of March, sent from Tours, Angers, 
Orleans, end Avignon. But in consequence of the success of 
the large Belgian plantations now for some years in course of 
cultivation between Hasselt and Louvain, less asparagus is sent 
each season from France. Round Hasselt, Dist, and Aerschot 
not less than 90 hectares of ground are now exclusively devoted to 
the cultivation of the asparagus. This is, moreover, considered to 
be superior in quality to the French, and less bitter, with a very 
delicate flavour. The earliest strawberries come from Angers 
but the cultivation of this fruit by forcing, so as to produce a 
very early maturity, is now carried on at Hallaert, Forest, and 
other suburbs of Brussels. 


The first potatoes are supplied by Algeria and Malta, the next 
by Italy, and finally by the South of France. For storing up, 
those which are called Dunkerque potatoes, and those of the 
Antwerp Polders and of the neighbourhood of Malines, are the 
most sought after. Lettuce arrives in considerable quantities, at 
the rate of five or six thousand a day, from the market gardens in 
the suburbs of Paris, Thanks to the rapid railway service, the 
early vegetables gathered near Paris in the afternoon travel all 
night by express and arrive perfectly fresh next morning in 
Belgium. The greater part of these vegetables are delivered by 
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merchants who make it their special business to pack them and 
pay the Customs duty in Paris. 

For about 20 years past Italian eggs have been imported into 
the province of Liége, and this trade has taken such proportions 
that that country is uow one of the principal sources of the 
import of eggs into Belgium. In 1888, 65 waggon-loads of eggs 
reached Liége from Italy ; each waggon contained 100 cases, and 
each case 1,440 eggs, making a total of about 9,000,000 of Italian 
eggs delivered for consumption in Belgium. The price of these 
eggs naturally differs according to the time of year. In winter 
they are cheaper than Belgian eggs, but after the hens begin to 
lay the price becomes the same, or the native eggs are a little 
cheaper. The average price of an egg being 7 centimes, the 
9,000,000 above mentioned represented a sum of 630,000 frs. 
The Italian eggs are much in demand by pastrycooks. ‘They are 
larger than the Belgian eggs, and have a more delicate and heavier 
yolk. Galicia also exports eggs to Belgium, but in smaller pro- 
portions than Italy. Last year, for the first time, Russian eggs 
made their appearance on the Belgian market. They were not 
much appreciated on account of the dark colour of the shell, and 
the quality, indeed, is poor.” 


PoruLATION OF SWITZERLAND. 


The French Revue Géographique says that Switzerland, on the 
1st December 1888, had a population of 2,934,057, of whom 
2,092,000 spoke German, 638,000 French, and 156,000 Italian. 
There were 238,000 foreigners, of whom 41,000 were established at 
Geneva. Bale is the most populous town, with 70,000 inhabitants ; 
Geneva comes next with 52,000, then Berne with 46,000. Zurich 
hasonly 27,000 inhabitants, but it is the administrative centre of 
90,000 inhabitants. It is thus in reality the most populous centre 
of Switzerland. There are in the country 1,725,000 Protestants, 
1,100,000 Roman Catholics, 8,000 Jews, &c. 


Postar Statistics. 


The following particulars of Egyptian postal statistics in 1888 
are extracted from the report of the Director-General of the Postal 
Department for that year :— 

The total of the articles sent by post in 1888 amounted to 
13,441,500, against 12,916,000 in 1887, or an increase of 4 per 
cent. on the preceding year. The number of ordinary letters in 
the interior service was 3,575,000, of articles registered 365,000 
of ordinary postcards 370,000, and of newspapers 2,030,000. 

For postcards, the increase amounted to 20 per cent., which 
shows that this method of correspondence, with which the 
Egyptian did not appear at first to be disposed to become familiar, 
has taken a place in native customs. 

Dz 
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The proportion of letters returned, in comparison with the 
total number of letters despatched, has diminished, since this 
proportion for the year 1888 is only 0°87 per cent., whilst in the 
preceding year it reached 0°88 per cent. The number of returned 
letters which it has been possible to deliver was larger in 1888; 
the proportion of these letters with those remaining unreturned 
was, in fact. 0°58 per cent., against 0°62 per cent. in 1887. 

As regards the international service, the total number of 
articles despatched was 2,010,000, and received 2,981,000. 
1,489,000 ordinary letters and 53,000 ordinary postcards were 
despatched, and 1,380,000 ordinary letters and 35,500 ordinary 
postcards received. 

The total number of parcels carried by the post in 1888 
amounted to 130,813, against 130,676 in the preceding year. 
Of this number, 72,635 were exchanged in the interior of Egypt, 
whilst in 1887 the parcels of, and for the interior, numbered 
76,623. 

The number of parcels exchanged with foreign countries in 1888 
was 54,190, 21,265 of which were sent away ; of the latter number 
13,172 contained tobacco. 

At the end of 1888 the number of post offices had increased to 
167. 

The receipts from postal business in 1888 amounted to 114,283 
£ Eg., as against 122,110 £ Eg. in 1887. The total amount 
of expenditure was £ Eg. 93,783 in 1888, as compared with 
£ Eg. 90,409 in 1887. 


Tue ZAMBESI DELTA. 


The United States Consul at Mozambique, in a recent report 
to his Government with reference to a new opening in the 
Zambesi delta, says :— 

“ Mr. Daniel F. Rankin, a private explorer, has made a very 
important discovery of a new opening in the Zambesi delta, 
connecting direct with the main stream of the Zambesi proper. 
This new opening is called the Chinge River, and is situated 45 
miles south of the Quaqua River, on which Quillimane now 
stands. On the bar itself of the Chinge River, at the lowest fall 
of the spring tides, there is a good three fathoms of water, with 
a channel some 500 yards wide, and with good anchorage under 
shelter of the land. 

“ Hitherto commerce has been restricted and confined, because 
of the difficulties attending the present route from the coast to 
the Zambesi, both at Quillimane and Inhemissengo, and it has 
been long felt that such 2 discovery as Mr. Rankin has made was 
of the greatest necessity and importance to the development of 
the vast and rich regions drained by this waterway, and also of 
the greatest importance to the whole of the districts surrounding 
Lake Nyassa. 
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* At the present time all goods for the Zambesi River have to 
be brought up the Quaqua River (where there is only 24 fathoms 
of water) to be landed at Quillimane for inspection at the Custom 
house. From Quillimane the goods are shipped, in lighters or 
canoes, up the Quaqua River to a place called Mopea, 4} days’ 
journey from Quillimane. At Mopea the goods are again 
unloaded, and are carried by natives for six miles, through a 
swamp of two feet of water, to the Zambesi River, and from 
Senna or Fete, on the Zambesi, steamers connect with all points 
of importance in the lake districts. 

“Tt will be readily seen what a great expense is attiched to 
the transportation of goods by this route, because not only have 
packages tou be handled many times before they arrive at their 
destination, but they also have to be small enough to be carried 
with ease by the natives across the six miles of swamp between 
Mopea and the Zambesi River. 

“ By the Chinge River, the new opening discovered by Mr. 
Rankin, vessels of from 500 to 600 tons burden can go direct 
from the sea to the Zambesi, and thence to the Lake Nyassa 
districts without any change, and with none of the bother now 
existing in connexion with tides and seasons of the year.” 


Congo Tosacco. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
for the 10th August last quotes a letter addressed to the /umeur 
Journal by a manufacturer of cigars at Brussels to the effect that 
a company is being formed in Belgium for the cultivation of 
tobacco in the Congo. It would appear that samples of Congo 
tobacco imported into Belgium have been pronounced by com- 
petent persons to be of excellent quality, and they have been and 
can be used very readily for the manufacture of cigars in conse- 
quence of the delicacy of the leaves, and this, although badly 
cultivated, and without any fermentation. 


RaILwaAy ENTERPRISE IN THE PortTUGUESE West AFRICAN 
POSSESSIONS. 


Two new projects for the construction of railways in Africa 
have, according to the Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 
22nd August, just been decided upon in the Portuguese posses- 
sions on the West Coast. 

The first consists in placing the plateaux of Huila and Chella in 
communication with the coast, a terminus of the line being at the 
port of Mossamedes. The pians sanctioned by the Portuguese 
Government show a length of 178 kilometres. The cost of con- 
struction is estimated at 2,500 contos of reis, or 14 millions of francs. 
The difference in level between the plateau and the coast is 1,000 
metres on the last section. This difficulty will be overcome, 
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according to the engineer in charge of the works, by the applica- 
tion of the Riggenbach system. 

The second project consists in the lengthening of the line from 
St. Paul de Loanda to Ambaca as far as Kassandje. The com- 
pany for the railway from Loanda to Ambaca is about to make 
surveys of the new section. 

According to the Jornal do Commercio, Ambaca, the original 
terminus does not constitute a centre of trade sufficiently 
important to give to the railway the traffic which it can command. 
Kaseandje, one of the most important markets of the interior, 
would supply it, on the contrary, with products which it will 
convey to the coast. 


Tue oF Morocco. 


At the present time, says the French Revue Géographique, there 
are estimated to be in Morocco 3,000,000 of Touareg and Berbers, 
2,200,000 Shella Berbers, 700,000 pure Arabs and Bedouins, 
3,000,006 mixed Arabs, 150,000 Jews, 200,000 Negroes, which 
would give a total of 9,250,000 souls. Of the above, 3,200,000 
belong to the old kingdom of Fez; 3,900,000 to that of Morocco ; 
850,000 to Tafilet and Segelmesa; 1,450,000 to the countries 
of Sous, of the Adrar and of the Draa. 


INTERNAL PROGRESS OF JAPAN. 


The United States Consul at Osaka and Hiogo, in a recent 
report to his Government, speaks as follows in regard to progress 
in Japan :-— 

“It is pleasant to report that the internal progress of Japan is 
in full accord with her increased foreign trade. The traveller 
through Japan three years ago, were he to revisit her shores 
to-day, would be greatly surprised at the many favourable changes 
he would see. And this would be true even were he from the 
United States, where internal developments are almost fabulous. 
He would have no difficulty in communicating, by telegrapb, with 
friends residing in any part of the Empire or the world, and to 
all the principal cities and ports he could go either by rail or 
steamboat, for while the tracks of the former are laid in every 
direction, the finest steamers will take him through the inland 
waters and along the coast washed by the greater seas. It would 
be within the bounds of accuracy to state that if the compass was 
placed in the centre of Japan, nearly every point would mark 
improvements already made or in contemplation. The great idea 
of connecting by rail the old capital, Kioto, with the present 
seat of Government, Tokio, is about to be realised. Within a few 
months the track will be completed, and the traveller can go from 
this port to Tokio on the cars, instead of going from here to 
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Yokohama by steamer, as he must now do to reach Tokio, unless 
he prefers the tiresome inland journey by jinriksha. The route 
by railway will take him through a very interesting part of 
Japan—by Osaka, the great commercial city of Japan, thence 
over the battlefield of Fushimi, where the power of the last 
of the Tokugawa Shogun was overthrown and crushed in 1868 ; 
thence by Kioto, the’ residence of the Mikados for more 
than a thousand years, and where so much that is important in 
Japanese history was enacted, and which is still the Mecca of her 
scholars and statesmen; thence in full view of the Hakone 
mountains, where Iyeyasu won his great victory on the field of 
Sekigahara in 1600 and laid the foundation of the house of 
Tokugawa, which governed Japan for 250 years, and on 
through scenery of unsurpassed beauty until he enters the gates 
of the great city of Tokio, covering an area of 15 square miles, 
and where, on February 11, 1889, was promulgated a written 
constitution for the future government of Japan, the best 
assurance of her permanent progress, and the brightest and 
happiest page in the history of Asiatic nations. 

“ Among the new industries at this port I would particularly 
mention the introduction of Edison’s electric light during the past 
year, and with which the city is now being lighted. The com- 
pany is fully organised, is composed exclusively of Japanese, has 
its head-quarters near this Consulate in a new and commodious 
brick building, furnished with the best of American machinery. 
The light gives great satisfaction and is growing into popularity 
throughout the Empire. 

“ Various other industries have sprung into existence during the 
past year, of a commercial, agricultural, and sanitary character, 
such as one would expect to find at a growing port, as well as in a 
country making such rapid progress as Japan.” 


Tue Propucts oF MancHoorta. 


The following information respecting the products of Man- 
chooria is extracted from the last report of the United States 
Minister at Pekin :— 

Manchooria is a fertile country, producing crops of millet, corn, 
hemp, barley, poppy, rice, and beans, which compare favourably 
with those of China and India, The tobacco is good, though of 
a very mild quality. The rice is chiefly the upland rice, which, in 
China, is inferior to wet rice, but here seems to attain to unusual 
excellence. The staple crops of the country are, however, beans 
and peas, and the greatest products are bean-oil and bean-cake. 
These, with raw silk and dog and goat skins, form the maiu 
articles of export from New. Chwang, the only port where statistics 
of export are kept. The bean products are shipped chiefly to 
other ports in China, where the oil is used in cooking and the 
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cake as food fur animals and as fertilisers for sugar cane. In 
1887 there were exported from New-Chwang 2,031,348 piculs 
(1 picul=133 pounds) of bean cake, worth 1,617,921 Haikwan 
taels (1 Haikwan tael=1-20 dollars United States gold), and 
2,595,963 piculs of beans, worth 2,379,579 Haikwan taels. Of 
the total exports from New-Chwang this constituted nearly four- 
fifths in value, the next largest item being wild raw silk to the 
sum of 647,856 taels. The raising of dogs and goats for their 
skins is a flourishing industry. The excessive cold develops a coat 
of a quality scarcely to be matched elsewhere. 

Mr. James, one of the most recent travellers in Manchooria, 
speaks, in his book “The Long White Mountain,” in enthusiastic 
terms of the crops of millet. The variety which particularly 
attracted his attention was that known in China as ku-tzu (Setaria 
italica), “It is singular,” he says, “that this staple, one of the 
finest imaginable for man or beast, has not spread to India.” 


Opium.—One of the great crops of Manchooria, and one which 
is increasing in importance, is poppy. The cultivation of this 
plant, while covering enormous areas in other parts of China, has 
nowhere more rapidly increased than here. In 1864 a Chinese 
Customs report showed that in the preceding-year (1863) no 
native-grown opium had been used in Manchooria. That used 
was all foreign. There wes in that year no opium exported, and 
the Commissioner of Customs expressed the opinion that native 
opium could not compete with foreign. In 1887, 23 years later, 
a Customs report showed that opium was extensively cultivated 
all over Manchooria. ‘The output was estimated at 1,066,400 
pounds, and so popular kad it become that no other opium was 
longer sold there. The excess over consumpticn in districts where 
produced is smuggled to other parts of China, where its excellent 
quality gives it ready sale. 


CoMMERCE Or SIAM. 


The Bangkok Times publishes the following estimate of the 
foreign trade of Siam :-— 
The export trade for the last two years was as follows: 1888, 
eneral merchandise, 3,711,924 dols.; rice (approximately), 
12,570,255 dols.; total export, 16,282,179 dois. : 1887, total 
exports, 15,593, 410 dols., an increase of 688,769 dols. in 1888. Of 
rice alone ‘the export was, in 1888, 7,551,650 piculs, valued at 
12,570,255 dols. ; in 1887, 6,662,620 piculs, valued at 11,419,613 
dols., an increase of 889,030 piculs and 1,150,642 dols. The 
imports were as followe: In 1888, 10,872,016 dols.; in 1887, 
9,946,249 dols.; increase 925,767 dols. 
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Tue Inpustry 1n TURKESTAN. 


The Turkestan Gazette publishes an official account of a tour 
recently made by the Governor-General through that province. 
The condition of the country is pronounced to be generally 
satisfactory, even from an economic pviat of view, but the 
decay of the silk industry is deplored, and various remedies are 
suggested for its revival. The decline of the industry is traced 
to the disease among the silkworms, which has reduced the 
silk product to one-fourth what it was four years ago. An 
extreme case is given of what happened on the market of Khodjent, 
where in 1885 30,000 pouds of cocoons were sold for 300,000 
roubles, while last year only 4,000 pouds were disposed of for 
50,000 roubles. Among the remedies tried has been the im- 
portation of Milanese and Japanese grains, but a certain degree 
of success has only been attained in the case of the latter. 
Not discouraged, however, fresh efforts are to be made this year 
with healthy grains from Corsica and Bokhara. 


THe NicaRAGuA CANAL. 


The Philadelphia Jroz publishes the following information with 
respect to the Nicaraguan Canal :— 

«‘ Advanced sheets, with maps, have been issued by the Nicaragua 
Canal Company, of a pamphlet which presents the first complete 
description of the work of constructing the great ship canal across 
Nicaragua. This pamphlet will enable anyone a stranger to ti:at 
part of the tropics to obtain at a single reading a very good idea 
of this vast undertaking. One part of the pamphlet is devoted to 
a description of the engineering work upon the canal, and another 
part toa recital of the climatic and other advantages in which 
Nicaragua is pre-eminent. The canal traverses the lowest 
depression of land in the Cordillera between the Arctic Ocean 
and Cape Horn. This depression is occupied by the large inland 
sea of fresh water, Lake Nicaragua, and by its outlet, the San 
Juan River. The western border of the lake is within 12 miles 
of the Pacific coast, from which it is separated by a low divide of 
42 ft. The lake is 110 ft. above sea level. It drains towards 
the Atlantic Ocean through the river. This great natural feature 
is to be utilised in the proposed canal, both the lake and the river 
being navigable throughout most of the route proposed for the 
canal, 

“The details of work to be done are, roughly, a breakwater at 
Greytown, on the Carribean Sea, dredging thence to the west- 
ward 10 miles through alluvial ground, then a lock of 31 ft. lift. 
At two miles beyond there will be a second lock or double lock uf 
the combined lift of 75 ft.,and a dam across the small stream 
Descado, across which will be a basin affording 44 miles of free 
navigation ; then a rock cut about 2? miles in length, followed by 
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12 miles of free navigation in the valley of two small rivers, the 
San Francisco and the Machado. Here the water will be raised 
by dams and embankments, and the basins will connect directly 
with the San Juan River above a large dam across that river, 
which will raise the surface level in the river and lake and secure 
additional free navigation of 644 miles in the river, and 564 miles 
across the lake. On the western side of the lake the canal enters 
a cut of slight depth in the earth and rock, nine miles long, issuing 
thence into the Tola basin, with 5} miles of free navigation 
obtained by damming the small stream, the Rio Grande. At this 
dam a series of locks lowers the level 85 ft., and the canal proceeds 
in excavation down the valley of the Rio Grande, a distance of 
two miles to the last lock, a tidal lock of 20 to 30 ft. lift, below 
which the canal enters the upper portion of the harbour of Brito, 
1} miles from the Pacific Ocean. 


“ From ocean to ocean the canal will be 170 miles long. There 
will be 16 miles of excavation on the east side, 11} miles on the 
west, } mile for six locks, making a total excavation of 28 miles. 
There will be a total navigation in the several basins now existing 
and to be constructed of 21 miles. Free navigation will be had 
in the San Juan hiver of 644 miles, and in Lake Nicaragua 
ef 564 miles—a total of 121 miles. With the exception of the 
rock cuts in the eastern and western divides, the canal in 
excavation will be at all points wide enough for two ships to 
travel in opposite directions, Through the basins and in the lake 
and river, vessels can pass each other, and navigate with entire 
freedom. 

“The traffic of the canal will be limited only by the time 
required to pass a lock. On the basis of 45 minutes as the time 
for this operation, and that but one vessel shall pass in each 
lockage, the number of vessels which may pass through the canal 
in one day is calculated at 32, or in one year 11,680; which, 
based on the average tonnage of vessels going through the Suez 
Canal, will give an annual capacity for traffic of over 20,000,000 
tons. The locks, however, are 640 ft. long and 70 ft. wide in the 
chamber, and two vessels, each of 2,000 tons displacement, can be 
passed in one lockage, thus materially increasing the estimated 
capacity. The time from ocean to ocean by steamers is estimated 
at 28 hours, which includes 1 hour and 20 minutes for possible 
detention in narrow cuts. 


“In regard to the supply of water for the canal, the lowest flow 
of the lake in the dry season is 11,390 cubic feet per second. Its 
average discharge is 14,724 cubic feet per second, or in one day 
1,272,530,600 cubic feet. The water required for 32 lockages in 
one day is 127,400,000 cubic feet. Consequently, the lake supply 
alone is 10 times the maximum needed for the operation of the 
canal,” 


i 
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EnGuiso WHOLESALE TRADE IN THE RIVER PLATE. 


The South American Journal, quoting from the Monte Video 
Independent for the 16th June last, has the following article 
with reference to the English wholesale trade in the River 
Plate :— 

“ Writing a few days ago, we remarked that Evglish wholesale 
trade in Buenos Ayres and Monte Video had not increased of 
late years in proportiun to the growth of these towns, thereby 
presenting an apparent contradiction to English retail trade, the 
increase in the latter being proved by the swelling number and 
importance of English shops, especially in Buenos Ayres. 

* Basing our remarks, not merely on our own observation, but 
upon the far more reliable information given us by heads of 
leading importing houses, we have little hesitation in confirming 
the truth of the observation referred to. In both towns, English 
importing houses, especially in soft goods, that led the market 
some 10 or 15 years ago, have now fallen into the second or 
third rank, and although a certain number of new houses have 
naturally sprung up and gained connexions, they have not been 
in proportion to the development of trade, and, speaking in 
general terms, English importing trade cannot be said to have 
held its ground. In Monte Video, in particular, within the last 
eighteen months, more than one English firm could be named 
that have found it necessary to reduce their once flourishing 
branches to mere agencies, and others complain of diminution of 
business. 

“ Seeing that the multiplication of English shops may be fairly 
assumed to prove that English goods have not lost their hold 
upon the market, but, on the contrary, are more popular than 
ever, there must remain some ulterior reason for the retrogression 
of the English importing houses. With a little inquiry we think 
this ulterior reason may be found. 

“Whilst the English houses have, relatively, gone down in 
importance and business done, it will be noticed that their place 
has been taken chiefly by German and Italian houses. It may 
fairly be said that these two now rule the market, placing 
England in the third position. It may, perhaps, be urged thet 
Italian houses have come to the front on account of the enormous 
increase of the Italian element in the population, some 60 or 
70 per cent. of every batch of immigrants being Italians. This 
may be partially true, but a similar reason cannot possibly be 
applied to the Germans. Indeed, the German colony has not, 
to our thinking, increased as much as the English, for all the 
advance its importing trade has made. The reason wanted, then, 
lies elsewhere. 

“On inquiry we believe it will be found that the German and 
Italian houses, which are now, and have been for some time past, 
cutting ground from under the feet of the English houses, to the 
detriment of the trade of the latter, supply a similar class of 
goods, but of inferior quality and at a lower price. These goods 
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are showily got up, often in imitation of the English manufactures, 
but they have neither the same intrinsic worth nor the same 
lasting power, whilst their lower selling price gives them an 
advantage with customers who are not great judges and do not 
wish for a heavy outlay. 

* But there is yet another reason, perhaps a more powerful 
one. The English houses in the River Plate (speaking, of course, 
generally and without reference), afflicted with some touch of that 
pessimism which has already been developed in our columns, are 
shy of opening new accounts, and hesitate to give the long credits 
demanded by the recent state of the market. Years ago they 
laid down certain lines to go upon, and have sternly kept to those 
lines, heedless of the changes in outside circumstances which 
demand a corresponding alteration in business conditions. It will 
probably be found that those houses that have best maintained 
their prestige are tle ones which have been the quickest to conform 
to the new necessities of the time. 

“We have been assured frequently, by heads of branches here 
and by the travellers of important English manufacturers, that 
their trade cou'd be greatly increased if the English heads at 
home would consent to study the lecal market a little more, and 
conform to local requirements. But it is the old characteristic 
of British insularity that it expects other people to conform to 
its ways, and never dreams of bending itself to their ways, even 
though the result is a failure. 

“'The ‘boom’ now commencing in Uruguay, and the projected 
international exhibition of which we spoke yesterday, the prime 
mover in which is an Englishman, afford a double opportunity to 
extend English commerce with this Republic, giving extension to 
firms already established, and giving excellent occasion for the 
establishment of new ones. But new or old will both have to 
study the market a little more than is done at present, and 
acquiesce more in the present local condition of business. 

“In conclusion, we hope that the decadence of English whole- 
sale trade is more apparent than real. Certainly we reject the 
idea that English goods cannot hold their own in local markets. 
Although we have no recent statistics to refer to, we believe that 
the proportion of manufactured goods from England still exceeds 
that from other countries, and that, by a considerate study of the 
reasons adduced above, the English firms whose decadence we 
have had occasion to lament could recover their supremacy.” 


THE CATTLE IN THE PROVINCE OF BueNos AYRES. 


The French Revue Géographique says that cattle in the 
province of Buenos Ayres number nearly six millions, to 
which should be added three million horses and 694 million sheep. 
The total value of the live stock is estimated at 771 million francs. 
The nandu or ostrich is being reared in the estancias (large farms). 
It is estimated that there are already 50,000 in the province. 
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Tar Loneest TRAMWAY IN THE WORLD. 


According to the Vossiche Zeitung, the longest and finest 
tramway in the world is at preseat being built in the Argentine 
Republic. It is toconnect a number of towns with Buenos Ayres, 
and will be 200 miles long.. ‘The reason why horses are preferred 
to steam is that coals and wood are extremely dear there, whereas 
good and hardy horses are astonishingly cheap, The rolling stock 
is to consist of five sleeping-cirs 18 feet long, with six beds each, 
which can be rolled together, four two-storied cars, twenty plat- 
form cars, six ice-cars, four poultry and cattle ears, two rolling 
cranes for lifting heavy weights, and 200 goods wagons. 


Tue Carcutta Jure TRaDe. 

The Calcutta Englishman (overland mail) for the 3rd August 
has the following :-— 

“ We are able to give some recent returns of the trade in jute 
manufactures which have a special value at the present time. The 
’ trade to foreign ports we give for 1888-89; the internal trade 
—coasting, rail, and river—is only as yet known for 1887-88. The 
quantities of jute bags and cloths exported from Calcutia were as 
follows: -—— To foreign ports (1888-89) 96,906,623 jute bags, 
15,018,171 yards jute cloths. ‘To Indian ports in and beyond the 
province, 43,213,553 jute bags, 5,553,217 yards jute cloths. By 
rail to all ports in and beyond the province, 18,985,120 jute bags, 
yards jute cloths unknown. By river beyond the province 
1,781,658 jute bags, 5,981 pieces jute cloths. The exports of 
ectton from the United States in 1888 amounted to 4,696,017 
bales. Add to this the quantity used in mills in the country and 
we have between six and seven million bales. The New York 
Financial and Commercial Chronicle gives 7,050,000 bales (net 
weight of each 466 lbs.) as the production of last year. We may 
thus form a fair idea of the quantity of jute consumed in covering 
seven million bales of cotton.” 


SratTistics oF INDIAN StaTE Rarnways. 


Allen’s Indian Mail for the 12th August last publishes the 
following statement with reference to the operations of the Indian 
State Railways during the first quarter of 1889 :— 

The first quarter of the year 1889-90 was a prosperous one for 
Indian State Railways. The State lines worked by companies 
show an increase in the gross receipts of 164 lakhs compared with 
last year, the State Railways worked by Government showing an 
increase of 154 lakhs. On the other hand, the guaranteed com- 
panies earned 25 lakhs less. This deficiency, however, is partly 
normal, being due to the transfer of the Bhopal-Itarsi line from 
the Great Indian Peninsula to the Midland. ‘The increased 
earnings of the principal lines were as follows :—Rajpootana- 
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Malwa and North-Western, each upwards of seven lakhs ; 
Midland, five lakhs; Burma, four lakhs; Madras, two and a half 
lakhs; Eastern Bengal, two lakhs ; East Indian, one and a quarter 
lakhs. The Midland has increased in mileage from 211 to 674 
miles; Burma, from 392 to 553; the Bengal-Nagpore, from 186 
to 305. The total receipts of the Bengal-Nagpore for the quarter 
amounted to six lakhs, 


DIscoVERY OF PODOPHYLLIN IN THE HIMALAYAS. 


Allen’s Indian Mail for the 12th August last, quoting from a 
Lahore paper with reference to a discovery of podophyllin in the 
Himalayas, says :— 

“Dr. George Watt, C.1.E., has made a discovery which seems 
likely to provide the hill tribes of the higher Himalaya with a 
lucrative trade, and to supply the medical profession with an 
abundance of podophyllin, a drug which, as many Anglo-Indians 
have good reason to know, is a valuable specific in disorders of 
the liver. Hitherto America has enjoyed a monopoly of the 
podophyllin plant (Podophyllum peltatum), but the researches of 
Dr. Watt and the analysis by Dr Hooper, Quinologist to the 
Madras Government, demonstrate that the Himalayan variety 
(Podophyllum emodi) yield three times as much of the valuable 
resin as the American root, and that it possesses the same 
medicinal properties. This valuable plant grows wild in the 
higher, rich, and shady temperate forests from Sikkim to Simla, 
Kashmir, Hazara Tibet, the Kuram Valley, and Afghanistan. It 
is fairly plentiful on the northern forest-clad slope of the familiar 
Shalai hill, seen from Simla; on the almost equally well-known 
Nagkanda hill and in the Chumba State there are many mixed 
forests with their glades almost exclusively covered with this 
peony-rose-like herb. In his notes on the subject Dr. Watt 
remarks that it is surprising that the natives of India, who have 
discovered so many drugs, should have failed to detect the 
properties of the podophyllum root.” 


THe CanapDIAN TRADE. 


Tne following extract with respect to the Canadian apple trade 
is taken from the Canadian Gazette for the 22nd August last :— 

“The apple crop of last season was phenomenally large over 
the whole continent, but it is questionable whether either growers 
or dealers reaped much benefit from that fact. The glut of fruit 
throughout the season kept prices extremely low, and neither 
in the home nor foreign markets was there a fair margin of profit 
obtained. To relieve the surplus stock on this side an active 
export trade was maintained, but many of the shipments had to 
be made below cost. The quantity sent to Great Britain from 
Canada and the United States reached the large total of 1,401,382 
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barrels, a quantity far in excess of the shipments of any preceding 
year since 1880-81, as the following statement shows :— 

“ Exports to Great Britain —1888-89, 1,401,382 barrels ; 
1887-88, 608,588 barrels; 1886-87, 811,410 barrels; 1885-86, 
893,375 barrels; 1884-85, 787,785 barrels; 1883-84, 81,532 
barrels ; 1882-83, 395,594 barrels; 1881-82, 239,252 barrels; 
1880-81, 1,328,805 barrels. 

“The bulk of the apples exported during last season was sent 
to Liverpool, 794,420 barrels, Glasgow taking 270,058 barrels, 
and London 266,616 barrels. The ports cf shipment and 
quantity sent out were as follows:—Boston, 380,175 barrels ; 
New York, 481,756 barrels; Montreal, 291,692 barrels; Port- 
land, 143,518 barrels; Halifax, 95,122 barrels ; Annapolis, 9,119 
barrels. In all, there appears to have been shipped to Great 
Britain during the season of Canadian apples, 539,451 barrels, as 
compared with 218,019 barrels in 1887-88, and 295,931 barrels 
in 1886-87. Canada exports this fruit also to the United States, 
having sent that country 170,840 barrels in 1887-88, and 103,232 
barrels in the preceding year. We have not the figures of our 
sales to the United States last season, but in view of the large 
crop there, they probably fell off somewhat.” 


THE CANADIAN CHEESE TRADE. 


The Canadian Gazette for the 22nd August last, with reference 
to the cheese trade of Canada, says :— 

“The Canadian cheese trade is improving decidedly. Last 
year was not a good cheese year in Ontario, which is, of course, 
the great cheese centre of Canada. The cheese made in the 
province was, according to the Ontario Bureau of Industries, 
some half a million pounds less than in 1587, and scarcely one 
iillion pounds above the average of the past five years of 
64,387,059 Ibs.; while the value per pound fell as low as 9:237 
cents, as against 10°541 cents in 1887, and an average of 9°633 
cents for the five years. This stagnation was not, it is true, 
reflected in the cheese exports of the whole Dominion, for the 
statistical abstract shows that the 1887 total exports of 73,604,448 
Ibs. was increased in 1888 to 84,173,267 lbs., and the total value 
increased from 7,108,978 dols. to 8,928,242 dols. This year, 
however, things appear to be improving all round. Montreal 
advices, dated August 9th, say that about 600,000 dols. worth 
of cheese had been shipped from that port during the preceding 
week on English account, making a total of about 3,000,000 dols. 
worth shipped within two months. The Canadian cheese market 
had, in fact, experienced a ‘boom, and the exports of the first 
week in August were the heaviest in the history of the trade. 
The total of the exports since May Ist up to August 9th was 
539,539 boxes, against 495,958 boxes in the corresponding period 
of 1887.” 
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PETROLEUM IN THE CANADIAN Nortu-VWEstT. 


The Canadian Gazette, in its issue of August 8th, publishes 
the following :— 

Interesting particulars of the rich find of oil in the North- 
West reached Ottawa on July 23rd in a letter received 
by Mr. Alfred Patrick, C.M.G., late clerk of the Dominion 
House of Commons, from his son, Major Allan Poyntz Patrick, 
Dominion Topographical Surveyor, of Calgary. The letter 
says :—“For 11 weeks we have been prospecting among the 
** mountains for coal-oil deposits. I am happy to say we 
have been eminently successful. We have located a con- 
siderable quantity of oil land, some on the eastern slope, and 
“ som2 oa the British Columbia side. So soon as we felt. per- 
“ fectly certain as to the importance of our find we had several 
** samples assayed. The result gave 91 per cent. lubricating oil, 
“ 5 per cent. heavy oil, 1 per cent. water, and 3 per cent. foreign 
“ matter. ‘This is the best oil ever discovered, and far ahead of 
* the Pennsylvanian oil-fields. There is plenty of head, the flow 
“ being about 4,500 feet above the sea level, and the crude oil 
can be run off in pipes any distance. It is the greatest find 
ever known. All the oil lands are within easy distance of the 
* railway.” The letter further states that arrangements are 
being made for developing the find, which, if correctly reported, 
adds immensely to the treasure to be expected from the North- 
West. 


Tre Canapian Royat Commission on RAILWAys. 


The Canadian Gazette for the 22nd Augut last, with reference 
to the report issued by the Canadian Royal Commission on 
Railways, says :— 

A few years ago a royal commission on railways was appointed in 
Canada. This commission, after taking a considerable amount of 
evidence, has presented its conclusions in a report which has been 
recently issued. Some of the facts and conclusions, which are 
summarised in the Montreal Gazette, are interesting. It appears 
that railway construction and operation began in Canada in 1837, 
when 16 miles were open. for traffic. The total mileage in 
Canada at present is over 13,000 miles, and the tonnage of freight 
carried last year was 17,173,700 tons. According to the com- 
mission’s figures, the cost of railway building is about the saine in 
Canada as in the United States, the cost being lower in those 
two countries than in any other. ‘The cost is greatest in Great 
Britain, and next highest in France. In accommodation propor- 
tionate to population, the commission reports, Canada came next 
to the United States in 1884, and is now in advance of it—there 
being a mile of railway to every 470 or 480 inhabitants. In 
average charge for freight, Canada’s showing is said to be 93 cents 
per ton, as compar-d with 1 dol. 4 cents in the United States, 
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1 dol. 50 cents in Holland, 1 dol. 70 cents in Germany, 2 dols. in 
England, and 2 dois. 14 cents in France. The lowness of the 
rate in Canada is ascribed to competition by water and to compe- 


tition by American lines at all points accessible by Canada’s 
navigable waters. 


Waaces or Farm LABOURERS IN ONTARIO. 


The annual report of the Bureau of Industries for the province 
of Ontario for the year 1888 contains the following table, giving, 
by county groups and for the whole province of Ontario, the 
average rate of wages (with and without board) of farm labourers 
for 1887 and 1888, with the average derived from the seven 
years 1882—88. 


Farm Labourers. 
Per Year. 
Districts. 
With Board. Without Board. 
1888. 1887. |1882-88.] 1888. 1887. | 1882-88, 

Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols, Dols. Dols. 

Lake Erie - - - 154 154 160 248 241 249 
Lake Huron - - 158 159 164 256 255 259 
Georgian Bay = -— 155 155 160 251 254 255 
West Midland - - 155 159 162 247 251 252 
Lake Ontario - - 159 162 164 252 253 253 
St. Lawrence and Ottawa 157 158 164 252 249 252 
East Midland - ~ 160 161 166 253 256 256 
Northern Districts - 170 173 174 267 262 | 275 
The Province - 157 159 163 251 250 254 

Per Month. 
Dols. | Dols. ¢ ce. | Dols. | Dols. c. | Dols. c. 
Lake Erie - - 16°56 16°72 17°56 25°50 25°64 26°51 
Lake Huron - - 17°21 17°19 | 18°12 26°81 27-00 27°70 
Georgian Bay - - 17°01} 16°95 | 18°06 26°86 | 26°17 | 27-67 
West Midland - - 16°65 16°82 | 17°76 26°40 25°92 26°97 
Lake Ontario - 16°84 16°79 | 17°70] 26°34 | 25°81 26°90 
St. Lawrence and Otawt- 17°43 16°98 | 18°26 26°72 25°52 27°09 
East Midland - - 17°34 16°63 | 18°u2 26°37 26°81 27°28 
Northern Districts - 19°62 18°31 | 19°78 29°40 27°10 29°76 
The Province -| 16°99 | 16°91 | 17°87 | 26°50 | 26°04] 27-25 
| 
59868. 
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Tue Export or British GUIANA. 


The Demerara Argosy for the 27th July last publishes the 
following review of the export trade of British Guiana for the 
first six months of the present year :— 

The export returns for the first six months of the year are 
highly favourable. In the chief staple, sugar, there has been an 
increase of 10,755 hogsheads, equal to 9,680 tons, over the 
quantity exported in the corresponding six months of 1888, the 
total being 52,236 hogsheads, equal to 47,013 tons, against 41,481 
hogsheads, or 37,332 tons, in last year. Of the total, 31,753 
hogsheads have gone to the United Kingdom; 18,279 hogsheads 
to the United States; 1,070 hogsheads to the British provinces 
of North America, and 1,133 hogsheads to other countries. The 
marked increase in the quantity sent to the United States is a 
notable feature of the return. While the quantity sent to the 
United Kingdom is slightly less than in 1888---31,753 hogsheads, 
against 32,552 hogsheads—that sent to the States is considerably 
more than double ; being no less than 18,279 hogsheads,.against 
only 8,196 hogsheads in 1888. And there is an even greater 
proportional increase in the quantity taken by the British 
provinces and other countries, the figures for the former being 
1,070 hogsheads, against 594 hogsheads; and, for the latter, 
1,133 hogsheads, against enly 137 hogsheads in 1888. Of rum 
also a considerably greater quantity has been exported, the total 
being 9,875 puncheons, against 8,500 puncheons in 1888, the 
excess amounting to no less than 137,533 gallons. Nearly the 
whole has gone to the United Kingdom, the British provinces 
having taken only 656 puncheons, and other countries 911 
puncheons. Of molasses, too, we have exported an additional 
quantity the total for the six months being 14,524 casks, equal 
to 1,452,400 gallons, against 12,387 casks, equal te 1,238,700 
gallons in 1888; the excess being 213,700 gallons. For molasses, 
Trinidad, and the French West India Islands continue our best 
customers, the quantities sent to “ other countries,” under which 
designation the West Indies are included, being 9,020 casks, 
while to the United Kingdom only 3,920 casks were sent; to 
the United States 148 casks, and to the British provinces, 1,836 
casks. In the export timber trade a great stride has been made, 
the quantity shipped having advanced from only 26,246 cubic 
feet in the first six months of last year to 142,711 cubic feet in 
1889. Nearly three-fourths of the whole has gone to England, 
the total sent to other countries being only 39,067 cubic feet. 
Shingles, charcoal, cocoanuts, and balata, on the contrary, all 
show a declension. Of shingles, 1,842,500 have been exported, 
against 2,235,000 in 1888, the deficiency being 492,300. Of 
charcoal the deficiency is 4,015 barrels, the quantity exported in 
the first half of last year being 33,954 barrels, against 29,939 
barrels this year. Of cocoanuts also the deficiency is slight— 
only 16,000—the figures being for 1888, 124,884, and for 1889, 
108,872. The falling off in balata is more serious, the exports 
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this year amounting to only 38,417 lbs, against 67,912 Ibs. in 
1888, the deficiency being no less than 29,495 lbs. The gold 
exported during the six months was, on the contrary, more than 
double the quantity shipped in the corresnonding period of 
last year, the total being 12,167 ozs. 16 dwts. 11 grs., against 
5,897 ozs. 7 dwts. in 1888; the excess this year being 
6,270 ozs. 9 dwts. 11 grs. Of gums the exports this year are 
nearly 1,000 Ibs. less than in the first half of last year, the 
figures being—1888, 4,815 lbs,: 1889, 3,843 lbs. But a new 
article of export appears under the head of starch, of which 
181 barrels had been sent away to the 30th June. The rum 
issued from the colonial bonded warehouse in Georgetown for 
consumption in the colony was 2,186 gallons, and in New 
Amsterdam 927 gallons in excess of the quantity issued in the 
corresponding period of 1888, the extra duty received amounting 
to 22,066°83 dols. The total quantity issued in Georgetown was 
152,040 gallons, and in New Amsterdam 19,840 gallons, the 
receipts for duty being 114,564°65 dols. and 14,590 dols. 
respectively. 


- REVENUE Returns OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The Australasian, in its issue of the 20th July last, says :— 

The financial returns for the June quarter are as follow :— 
Revenue, 71,139/.; expenditure, 102,424/.; Customs receipts, 
40,2341; land, 5,371/.; postages, 3,169; telegraph receipts, 
2,614. ; railways, 9,122/. Most of the principal heads of revenue 
show a falling off compared with the corresponding period last 
year, the receipts for the June quarter in 1888 being 6,671/. more 
than in the past quarter. The revenue for the half-year was 
202,703. and the expenditure (including the debit balance of 
73,7012. with which the year commenced) 205,965/. 


GOLD PRODUCTION IN QUEENSLAND FoR First Srx 
OF 1889. 


The total yield of gold for the half-year ending June was, 
says the Australasian for the 20th July last, 389,581 ozs., being 
an increase of 165,741 ozs., compared with the corresponding 
period last year. Rockhampton produced 199,862 ozs. ; Charters 
Towers, 62,574 ozs.; Gympie, 60,596 ozs.; Croydon, 33,373 ozs. ; 
other fields, various smaller amounts. 
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TRADE RetuRNS OF CAPE COLONY 


A return of the trade of Cape Colony for the year ended 30th 
June 1889, compared with the year ended 30th June, 1888, 
compiled by the Collector of Customs at Cape Town, has been 
published by the Assistant Treasurer of the Colony. 

According to this return the total value of the imports for the 
year ended 30th June 1889 was 9,240,5151., representing an 
increase of 2,867,258/. over the amount for the previous 12 months, 
when it was 6,373,257. The import value of ordinary merchan- 
dise was 6,336,801. (an increase of 1,191,052/.), of Colonial 
Government articles 311,230/. of Imperial Government articles 
9,8271., and of specie 2,582,657/. (an increase of 1,509,218/.). 

The exports for the year had a total value of 9,272,992/. against 
8,223,861/. in 1887-88, an increase of 1,049,131/. 4,438,205/. 
represents the value of the produce of the colony exported 
(exclusive of gold, diamonds, and specie) ; this is an increase of 
818,421. over the previous 12 months. The value of gold 
exported was 697,1301, showing the large increase over the 
263,626/. for 1887-88 of 433,504/. Diamonds experted through 
the post office, Kimberley, had an aggregate value of 4,007,866/. 
(a decrease of 219,110/.), and specie, 129,7917. 

The amount of Customs duties collected was 1,132,6617, an 
increase of 126,3271. 

2,183 vessels, with a tonnage of 3,382,370 tons, entered inward 
in 1888-89, being an increase of 315 in the number of ships and 
of 560,539 tons in the tonnage. Vessels cleared outward to the 
number of 2,167, with a tonnage of 2,361,537 tons, representing 
an increase of 321 in the number of shipping and of 545,649 tons. 


REvENtE Returns oF CAPE CoLony. 


From a return issued by the Assistant Treasurer of Cape 
Colony on the 26th July last, it appears that the amount of 
unaudited revenue received during the year ending June 1889 
was 3,837,220/. representing a net increase of 410,858/. over the 
previous 12 months. The principal items of revenue are railway 
receipts (1,538,694/.) and Customs (1,133,1212). 


TRADE AND SHIPPING Returns or Natsu For First S1x 
Montus oF 1889. 


From the report of the Collector of Customs at Port Natal 
relating to the first six months of the present year, it appears that 
the total number of steamers and sailing vessels entered at Port 
Natal during that period was 236, with a tonnage of 231,188 tons. 
The figures for the corresponding period of 1888 were 214 ships 
and 162,595 tons. Imports show a considerable advance, from 
1,313,133/, in 1888 to 1,813,8932, in 1889. The Customs revenue 
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amounted to 161,748/. this year, against 128,144/. last. In the 
number and tonnage of steamers and sailing vessels cleared 
outwards there is also a marked increase over 1888, the figures 
being 243 ships, with a tonnage of 230,462 tons, as compared with 
206 ships, with a tonnage of 160,977 tons. Compared with 1888, 
the total exports for the first half-year of 1889 also exhibit an 
increase, the total value of the latter being 975,792/, as against 
705,419/. for the former. 


RaILWAYs IN NATAL. 


The following information respecting the railways of Natal 
is extracted from the report of the Governor on the Blue Book of 
that colony for the year 1888 :— 

The number of miles of railways open in Natal on the 31st 
December 1888 was 2334. The lines, which are single ones of 
3 ft. 6 in. gauge, are all the property of the Colonial Govern- 
ment. Elands Laagte, the furthest point to which the railway is 
open on the main line, is 205 miies from Durban, and 16 miles 
from Ladysmith, the present general terminus for goods. The 
section to Biggarsberg Summit, about 26 miles from Elands 
Laagte, is expected to be open for traffic in July next, and the 
next section, about 37 miles, to Newcastle, will probably be 
completed by the end of 1889. The extension from Newcastle 
to Coldstream, on the Transvaal border, about 30 miles, will 
probably be open for traffic by the middle of 1890. The 
extension of the railway from Ladysmith to the border of the 
Free State at Van Reenen’s pass in the Drakensberg is about 
to be commenced, and will be proceeded with as rapidly as 
possible. 

The revenue of the Railway Department for 1888 showed, after 
deducting working expenses, a contribution of interest at the rate 
of 5/. 7s. 6d. per cent. on the capital expenditure as against 
3l, 2s, 2d. per cent. in 1887. 


Exports From GRIQUALAND WEST. 


A communication, dated the 6th August last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting 
a copy of «a Cape Government notice, from which it appears that 
the exports of rough and uncut diamonds from the several 
divisions of Griqualand West during the month of June last were 
as follows :— 

From the division of Barkly West, 9 carats, with a declared 
value of 11/.; from the division of Kimberley, 252,4944 carats, of 
a declared value of 344,546/. 19s. 11d.; and from the divisions of 
Hay and Herbert, nil. 
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VIIL—MERCANTILE 
We extract the following from the Accounts of the 


REC 


EIPTS. 


For balance in hand 31st March 1887, as shown in last Account 


For vote in aid 


For loan from the Admiralty from Greenwich Hospital Funds 


LIGHT DUES AND LIGHTHOUSES: 


For light dues collected - 


For proceeds of sale of 
old plant, stores, &c., 
and per-centages from 
extraneous services - 

For contributions from 
Imperial and other 
funds 


£ 


In In In 

England. Ireland. Scotland. Toran. 

301,884 1 | 18,026 3 10 /58,738 18 4 |373,649 5 3 

Trinity Trish Northern 

House. Lighthouses.| Lighthouses.} 

£ d. d. 8s. d. 

995 4 5 389 17 8 ss9 9 11 2,274 12 0 

05 0 0 05 0 0 
303,284 12 6 |13,416 1 6 |59,628 3 3 [376,328 17 3 


MERCANTILE MARINE OFFICES: 


For fees, &c., received under “The Merchant Shipping Acts ”’ 


Payment out of surplus interest for work done at the ports in con- 
nection with seamen’s savings banks 


CHAIN CABLES, &c.: 


For fees received under sect. 2 of the Chain Cables and Quien Act, 1874 = 


SAVING LIFE: 


For commission on sales and receipts for old apparatus and stores 


SURRENDERED BALANCES: 


For wages, 
unclaimed 


£ 
39,598 1 10 


&e., of deceased seamen received in the year 1881, remaining 


ee * me: year’s interest on invested portion of unclaimed balance of wages ond 


elec’ 


For wages of living seamen, 1885-86, unclaimed 
For wreck and salvage, 1885-86, unclaimed 


180 0 0 


CasH. 


2 d. 
104,091 5 0 


0,000 0 0 
50,000 0 0 


376,828 17 3 


39,778 110 


78 


101615 8 


38513 4 


617,466 1 4 


| | 
| 
| — 
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MERCANTILE MARINE FUND. 


Mercantile Marine Fund for the year ending 31st March 1888. 


mates - 


CASUALTY RETURNS: 
CHAIN CABLES, &c. 


SAVING LIFE: 
For expenses of life boats, ai 
on the coast of the Unite 


Rewards (for saving lives ab: 
Commission - - 


PENSIONS: 
for the year ending 31st March 188' 


expiration of the Act 6 & 7 Vict. ¢. 57 
INTEREST : 
For interest paid on loan 
Balance in hand on 81st March 1888 


(Signed) 


For expenses of investigations into the conduet of masters and 


Expenses of obtaining particulars of casualties to vessels - 


ALLEN STONEHAM, 
Assistant Secretary, Board of Trade, 


1,421.17 6 


For expenses under sect. 2 of the Chain Cables and Anchors Act, 1874 - - 


erates for saving life, and gratuities for saving liv es 
ingdom 


RELIEF OF DISTRESSED BRITISH SEAMEN ABROAD: 
Relief (subsistence and ae to the United Kingdom) - 


d. 
24,426 6 7 
813 14 3 
394.19 7 


For pensions granted by the Lag 4 House Corporation, before 1st October 1858, 


For pensions and superannuation allowances i in respect of ballastage service on 


PAYMENTS, CASH. 
LIGHT DUES AND LIGHTHOUSES : 2 sd. 
For expenditure, as follows: 
Trinity Trish Northern 
House. Lighth Lighthouses. ToTAL. 
sd. £2 ad £ ad. «a 
Maintenance of light- 
ouses - 29,441 13 4/24,1438 6 3 124,869 2 4! 78,454 111 
of light- 
vessels - 49,719 11 6 |16,446 12 6] 1,416 2 7) 67,582 6 7 
Maintenance of buoys 
and beacons - 3,588 5 9] 121517 8] 1,84 19 6601 3 2 
Maintenance of steam 
and sailing vessels, 
storehouses, 
41,360 2 7 |24,092 17 9,724.17 4| 75,177 16 11 
Office a? house ex. 
pense: 2,614 2 4] 2.12411 7 578 12 6 5317 6 5 
Salaries ‘of establish- 
ment - - - | 18,532 16 1] 4,726 14 0} 4,014 8 1] 27,273.18 2 
Miscellaneous expenses} 7,107 3 2) 2,538 610] 2,74713 3] 12,393 3 3 
Charges for collection- | 545713 3! 62714 0 6001711 | 6686 5 2 
Superannuation of offi- 
cers and clerks -] 10,465 12 8/ 2,521 0 Of} 2,258 0 9] 152413 5 
Stores, labour, and 
materials = - - | 38,009 19 10 -- _ 38,009 19 10 
206,247 0 6 | 78,436 19 10 | 48,056 14 6 | 332,740 14 10 
New works in building 
lighthouses, &e., as 
shown in Statement 
on page 320. - 17,667 8 11 /|16,986 0 8 | 416512 38,819 110 
£1 223,914 9 5 | 95,423 0 6 152,222 6 9 )371,55916 8 
For salaries at the Board of Trade in respect | of the collection of 
light dues in Ireland and Scotland - - 520 0 0 
MERCANTILE MARINE OFFICES: 572,079 16 
For salaries and expenses at the various ports in the United 
Kingdom - 133,270 0 1 


134,691 17 7 
4,232 12 


47 4 


13,580 1 4 


25,635 0 5 
8 1 0 
6 10 


6,093 15 0 
60,390 5 0 


617,466 1 4 
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MERCANTILE Marine Funp—continued. 
StatTemeEnT of the Sums expended for New Works in Buttp- 
inc LiguTHousEs, &c. in the United Kingdom, from 
1st April 1887 to 31st March 1888. 


Expenditure in 
Nature of Work. 
tatements. 
54,340 1 8 Bishop ro k (st h i t of 
ishop rock (si nen. tower, m 
ht) 7,366 15 11 
9,989 9 9 St. erine? s ( conversion to electric light) 918 17 6 
6,867 4 0 Round Island, Scilly (new lighthouse) - 3,042 16 8 
Lighs Vessels : 
11,066 8 1 (No. 56) new light vessel and fog siren - . 5411 11 
9,797 410 Be. 59) new light vessel and fog siren - - 1,242 17 4 
_ No. 60) new light vessel - - - 2,102 210 
a (No. 61) new light vessel . - - 2,102 211 
10,481 6 5 New steamer “Satellite” - - 4 9 
ee “ Argus,” steamer conversion from paddle to twin screw) 3012 6 
2,000 0 0 | Harwich (new storehouse) - 802 4 7 
17,667 8 11 
IRELAND. 
Lighthouses 
19,199 0 7 Mew Island (lighthouse and fog signal in place of 
Copeland Island Light) 164 4 2 
4884 7 3 Fanad Point (improvement) - 8 00 
14401 8 7 Bull Rock (new lighthouse to replace the Calf Rock 
Lighthouse destroyed) - 6,122 610 
6,271 16 2 Tory Island (conversion to gas) - “ 7,039 7 3 
7,733 13 11 Tuskar Rock (improvement) - - - 235 11 11 
469 6 1 Black Rock, Sligo (dwellings) - - - - 24 666 
583 19 4 Dundalk (dwel lings) - - 77 8s 
w 0 0 Carlingford Leading Lights (dwellings) - - 5319 4 
Light Vessels : 
3,996 2 5 “ Puffin” (for Skulmartin Reef) - - - 2,625 0 0 
Beacons : 
_ Pladdy Lug - - - - - 255 0 0 
Highland Rock 260 0 0 
2,299 3 9 | Kingstown Store (new buoy-shed and jetty) - - 19017 2 
16,986 0 8 
SCOTLAND. 
Lighthouses : 
28,390 8 4 Ailsa Craig (new lighthouse and fog signal) - - 424 3 38 
16,924 0 1 Isle of May (conversion to electric light) - - 8038 2 4 
1,48 10 9 Chicken’s Rock (dwellings at Port &. Mary) - 1,209 17 10 
_ Point of Ayr (fog signal) ° 150 0 0 
Light Vessels : 
1,850 14 11 North Carr Rock (light vessel and fog siren) - - 1,578 8 10 
4,16512 3 
212,984 6 11 | 38,819 1 10 


Exchequer and Audit Somerset House, 


I hereby certify that the statement of the account of the Mercantile Marine Fund, rendered 
vy Allen Stoneham, Esq., Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trade, from 1st April 1887 to ‘Sist 
arch 1888, has been signed and — by me under the 36th section of the Act 29 & 30 Vict. 
c. 39, and that the charge and discharge on the said account are = follows : - 
8. 
Charg - - - - 617,466 ; 4 
Discharge - - 557, 7075 1 4 
and that on the said account the accounting officer is indebted in the tame of sixty thousand 
three hundred and ninety pounds and five shillings (60,3901. 5s.), not verified by the Exchequer 
and Audit Department. 
Given under my hand this 26th day of August = 
(Signed) RICHARD MILL 
Allen Assistant Assistant Compteoller and Auditor. 
itehall Gardens. 
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GREAT BRITAIN FOR 1889. 


IX.—SUMMARY OF AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF 


The under-mentioned summary of agricultural returns of Great 
Britain for 1889 was issued by the Agricultural Department of 
the Privy Council Office on the 17th August :— 


ACREAGE of LAND in GREAT BRITAIN under 


-——_ Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Potatoes. | Hops. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1887 - - - 2,317,324 2,085,156 3,087,989 559,652 63,706 
1888 - - - 2,564,237 2,085,561 2,882,252 590,160 58,494 
1889 - . - 2,449,589 2,121,814 2,888,821 579,259 57,754 
36,253 6,569 
1889 Increase or or 
com’ 1°7 per cent, | 0°2 per cent. 
with 
114,648 10,901 740 
1888 Decrease or } or or 
L 4°5 per cent, 1°8 per cent. | 1°38 per cent, 
132,265 36,658 19,607 
1889 Increase f oF } 
compared 5°7 per cent. | 1°8 per cent. 3°5 per cent. 
wi 
199,168 5,952 
1887 | Decrease or } or 
6°4 per cent. 9.8 per cent. 
TotaL NumBer of Live Srock in Briratn. 
Sheep and Lambs. 
Cattle. Pigs. 
Sheep. | Lambs. | Total. 
No. No. No. No. No. 
1887 - - - 6,441,268 16,146,249 9,812,519 25,958,768 2,299,323 
1888 - - - 6,129,375 15,726,947 9,530,202 25,257,149 2,404,344 
1889 - - - 6,140,045 15,863,211 9,770 880 25,634,091 2,510,938 
1889 10,670 136,264 240,678 376,942 106,594 
compared Increase or or or or or 
with 0°2 per cent. | 0°9 per cent. | 2°5 per cent. | 1°5 per cent. | 4°4 per cent, 
1088 Decrease | = 
211,615 
"1889 nerease - — -- or 
compared ; 9°2 per cent. 
301,228 288,038 41,639 324,677 
Decrease or or or or } 
4°7 per cent. | 1°8 per cent. | 0°4 per cent. | 1°3 per cent. 
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X.—THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 1889. 


. The following memorandum on the Weights and Measures Act, 
1889, has been prepared in the Department for publication in the 
Journal, 

The new Act, which comes into operation on the ist day of 
January next, amends the principal Weights and Measures Act of 
1878, and the law relating to the sale of coal. The Act contains 
39 clauses, the more important of which may be explained as 
follows :— 

Clause 1 requires all weighing instruments used in trade to be 
verified and stamped by the inspectors of weights and measures 
appointed by the local authorities. Any person who after the 
Ist day of January 1891 uses in trade a weighing instrument not 
so stamped is to be liable to a fine. At present, balances, weighing 
machines, &c. are not required to be stamped or to have their 
accuracy verified. 

In the case of wilful fraud in the use of weights, measures, or 
weighing instruments, the maximum amount of the fine for a 
second or a subsequent offence is by clause 3 of the new Act 
raised to 207; and clause 4 still further increases the punishment 
for wilful fraud, by making it liable for an offender to be 
imprisoned with or without hard labour for two months, in 
addition to or in lieu of a fine. Clause 14 also gives the court 
power to cause convictions for offences against this or the principal 
Act of 1878 to be published in such manner as the c urt thinks 
desirable. 

Clause 9 requires all local authorities to make general regula- 
tions for the guidance of their inspectors with reference to the 
procedure to be observed in the inspection and stamping of 
weights, &c.; including regulations for preventing stamping in 
cases where the material or mode of construction of weights, &c. 
appears likely to facilitate the commission of fraud. Such regula- 
tions are to be made subject to the approval of the Board of 
Trade ; who may, if the local authority fail to make regulations, 
also make regulations, to have effect as if made by the local 
authority. 

Clause 10 authorises the Board of Trade to appoint an officer to 
hold local inquiries with respect to the administration of the law 
within the jurisdiction of any local authority. Such officer is to 
visit the office of the inspector, and to report to the Board of 
Trade and to the local authority, on the condition and equipment of 
the office visited, and on the mode in which the law is there being 
carried out. 

Clause 11 provides for the holding of examinations by the 
Board of Trade, for the purvose of ascertaining whether persons 
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appointed after the 1st day of January next to act as inspectors of 
weights and measures, possess sufficient practical knowledge for 
the proper performance of their duties. 
Clause 13 provides a uniform scale of stamping fees to be 
taken by the different local inspectors throughout the kingdom. 
Other clauses in the first part of the Act also provide for— 


The verification of metric weights (clause 2). 

The construction of new denominations of standards for the 
measurement of electricity, temperature, pressure, and 
gravities (clause 6). 

The taking of verification fees by the Board of Trade on the 
examination of weighing instruments, &c. required for the 
purposes of science or of manufacture (clause 8). 

The discontinuance in office of any inspector who may derive 
any profit from, or be employed in the making, adjusting, 
or selling of weights, measures, or weighing or measuring 
instruments (clause 12). 

There are clauses (18 and 19) dealing also with the local 
administration in Ireland, and with the jurisdiction of the 
London County Council. 


The Act thus leaves the local administration of the law with 
the local authorities, as at present, but gives the Board of Trade 
some further powers of intervention on technical points of local 
administration. 

The second part of the Act relates entirely to the sale of coal. 
Although there are, in the metropolis and in several of the 
principal cities, certain local Acts which regulate the sale of coal, 
there has hitherto been no public general statute for the prevention 
of fraud in the sale of coal. The present Act now provides, by 
clause 20, that all coal shall be sold by imperial weight only, and 
any person who sells otherwise than by weight is liable to a fine. 
Exception, however, is made in cases where coals are sold by the 
boat-load, or by waggons or tubs delivered from collieries into 
the works of purchasers. 

The following provisions are also made by the Act, for the 
further protection of purchasers of coal :-— 

Where any quantity of coal exceeding 2 cwt. (clause 21) is 
delivered to « purchaser, the seller of the coal is to deliver to the 
purchaser a weight-ticket or delivery note. If the quantity of 
coal delivered to the purchaser is less than that stated on the 
weight ticket, then the seller is liable to a fine. 

For the protection of poorer purchasers, clause 24 imposes a 
penalty on any person who on the sale of any quantity of coal 
under 2 ewt., fraudulently delivers to the purchaser a less quantity 
than is agreed to be sold; and clause 28 gives all local authorities 
power to make byelaws regulating small sales of coal, and to 
impose fines for the breach of such byelaws. 

For the protection of the master or seller against robbery or 
fraud by his driver or by any person in charge of any vehicle in 
which coal is being carried, a penalty is imposed on the driver or 
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the person in charge, if he does any act by which the seller or the 
purchaser is defrauded. 

Where coal is sold in bulk, provision is made by clause 22 for 
weighing the coal as well as the cart in which it is contained ; 
and clause 27 gives power to any purchaser, or to any officer 
appointed by a local authority, to require either the coal or the 
vehicle to be re-weighed. Clause 29 further gives the officer 
power: to weigh coal in any building or place, or to stop any 
vehicle carrying coal for sale; and to test any weights or weighing 
instruments found in any such place or vehicle, and to a any 
load, sack, or other less quantity of coal found in any such place 
or vehicle. There are also further clauses (25, 26, and 28) with 
reference to the maintenance and use of stamped weighing 
instruments for weighing coal, and to the carrying of weighing- 
machines in vehicles in which coals are carried for sale or delivery 
to purchasers. 

The law relating to the sale of bread is also explained in 
clause 32 of the new Act, which provides that no baker is to 
be liable to a penalty for refusing to weigh bread carried in a cart 
unless he is requested to weigh by or on behalf of the purchaser. 


XI.—THE RESOURCES OF PORTUGAL, 


The Economiste Frangais publishes an article by Mons. Joseph 
Chailley, on the resources, present situation, and future prospects 
of the kingdom of Portugal. The following information is taken 
from the article in question :— 

The population of Portugal wes, in 1878, 4,550,000 inhabitants, 
including 400,000 inhabitants of Madeira and the other Azores, 
which are usually reckoned in the geography of Portugal as 
constituting part of the continent. Since 1878, the population 
has increased by about 200,000 souls, for the annual rate of 
increase is from 18,000 to 20,000 souls. This population is very 
unequally distributed. In some provinces it is very sparse, while 
in others, as in the province between the Douro and Minho, so 
dense, that France would have, on the same footing, more than 
70 million inhabitants. The climate is one of the most genial in 
Europe. 

As regards means of communication in the year 1850 there 
were only a few kilometres of roads. In less than 40 years 
more than 5,000 kilometres of roads have been made and 2,000 
kilometres of railroads constructed ; in the ports several necessary 
works have been carried out, and, finally, numerous schools have 
been opened. Public instruction is by law obligatory. However, 
it has been stated that among the emigrants, which are usually 
drawn from the young men from 25 to 35 years old, 30 per cent. 
only know how to read and write. But this figure of 30 per 
cent. is itself an improvement, if it be compared with that of 
1840. 
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Portugal, by its geographical position, the nature of its soil, and 
the qualifications of its inhabitants, ought to be pre-eminent in 
agriculture, commerce, and industry. 

Industry, however, is little developed and of recent date. Silk- 
worms are reared, and the spinning and even weaving of silk is 
carried on. Cotton mills have been established for some years, some 
of which belong to English capitalists, and lastly, fish, principally 
sardines, are preserved in the country on a large scale. In 1886 
there were exported 54 million franes worth of preserved fish, and 
in 1887, 6,700,000 francs worth. In these figures sardines appear 
respectively to the extent of 4 and 5 millions of francs, The 
development of the Portuguese industry of preserving the sardine 
has made itself keenly felt to the fishermen on the west coast 
of France and England. The sardine fishery in Portugal, princi- 
pally in the province of Algarves, commences in January, and is 
continued in February and March. It takes place in Spain in 
March and April; in France, on the whole length of the Vendée 
coast, in May and June; and from July to November in England. 
The impoverishment of the banks, noticed for some years, is, as 
would appear from the succession of these dates, felt less in 
Portugal than elsewhere, and the fishermen and others engaged 
in this industry are in a condition of relative prosperity. 

The trade of Portugal is in a fair way to become very 
flourishing. It has everything in its favour. Lisbon, its chief 
port, excellent in all respects, with water 30 metres deep, very 
well protected against the wind, occupies an admirable position. 
‘The population of the city exceeds 220,000 souls. That of Oporto 
(the port par excellence), which is the metropolis of the north and 
the second city of the kingdom, is more than 120,000: aguin, 
Setubal is developing year by year. The foreign trade amounted 
in 1887 to 325 millions of frances, of which the imports take 205 
millions and the exports 120. The chief customer of Portugal is 
England (65 millions for imports and 38 for exports in 1885). 
then France (25 millions for imports and 36 for exports). These 
two countries occupy the first two places, both in imports and 
exports. After them come, as regards imports, the United States 
with 25 million francs, Germany with 16 millions, Brazil with 12, 
Spain with 9, Belgium with 6; in the exports, Brazil with 24 
millian francs, Spain with 7, Germany with 6, the United States 
with 4, &e. 

As regards imports, both England and France have lost ground. 
The English imports were, in 1869, 56, and, in 1873, 110 millions. 
French imports were 17 millions in 1869, and 32 in 1875, This 
— has been gained partly by Germany, Belgium, and the 

nited States. In 1869 the German imports were 1,500,000 
francs; those of Belgium insignificant; those of the United 
States 7 millions. 

A part which, heretofore, was not without importance, especially 
for the ports of Lisbon and Oporto, was the transit trade. It 
amounted in 1886 to 21 million franes. Since that year it has 
constantly fallen off. It was 18 millions in 1883; 14 in 1884; 
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11 in 1886; in 1888, it did not exceed 9 millions. This steady 
diminution seems to be the result of the opening of new railway 
lines in Spain. So long as the Spanish system was insufficient 
and did not branch from the ports, with which the west coast is 
richly provided, up to the centre of the country, Spain was 
tributary to Lisbon and Leixees (the anteport of Oporto). It 
was speculating on this dependence, that Portugal has carried out 
large works in the two ports and constructed the railroad towards 
Salamanca. It may be that these works will be useless for the 
purpose for which they were intended. 

The principal agricultural industries of Portugal are the culti- 
vation of cereals, of the olive tree, and of the vine, and the 
rearing of cattle. Since 1884 American competition has been 
ruinous for the cultivator of cereals. The parcelling out and the 
great cost of the property, and the expenses which they cause 
have rendered this culture unremunerative. Thus large areas 
remain uncultivated. Under the influence of old or recent causes 
4 million hectares of cultivable lands are at present lying fallow. 
The Government is concerned about it; it is endeavouring to 
attract thither, by various means, some colonists whom it will 
assist. Thus in Algarves and Alemtejo, it proposes to cede to a 
railway company the ownership of the uncultivated lands on con- 
dition that it establishes there 200 colonies of 20 families each, 
each family to receive five hectares of land, a furnished house, 
seeds, and implements, with exemption from taxation for ten 
years; the whole repaid by annual payments with 3 per cent. 
interest. 

The cultivation of the vine is, cn the contrary, flourishing. 
Portugal produces two kinds of wines: the vins de liqueur, of 
which port wine may be considered the type, and the table 
wines, the cultivation of which within the last few years has 
developed, under the influence of two causes: first the impos- 
sibility of cultivating cereals without loss, which has caused many 
farmers to turn their attention to viticulture; and, second, the 
growing demand of France, whose vines have been attacked by 
the phylloxera. Under this double influence, and notwithstand- 
ing the phylloxera which, at the beginning of 1887 had, even in 
Portugal, already destroyed 23,000 hectares of vine, the new 
plantations have ceased neither to extend nor the production to 
increase. Unfortunately for the Portuguese viticulturist, the 
demand has singularly diminished in the last two years. In 1886 
France purchased to the value of 66 million francs; in 1887 
purchases were to the extent of 29 millions only. This large 
decrease is due chiefly to the fact that the Portuguese crop in 
1887 was a bad one. Now, as notwithstanding all attempts, 
Portuguese wine, either by detective preparation or by the absence 
of certain qualities derived from the soil, cannot rival French, its 
exportation otherwise than to France will be difficult, and the 
Portuguese viticulturist will have on this account a new crisis 
to meet. 


HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES IN BELGIUM. 327 


XIJ.—HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES IN 
BELGIUM.— Continued, 


The following synopsis of the various clauses of the Bill on the 
Housing of the Working Classes in Belgium is in continuation of 
that published on pp. 206-15 of the August number of the 
Board of Trade Journal. 

Article 9 provided exemption from personal tax and from every 
analogous provincial or communal tax of dwellings occupied by 
workmen, that is to say :—— 

“In communes with a population of less than 15,000 inhabitants, 
dwellings the rateable value of which is below 54 francs ; 

‘In communes with a population of from 15,000 to 20,000, 
dwellings the rateable value of which is below 72 francs ; 

“In communes with a population of from 20,000 to 30,000, 
dwellings the rateable value of which is below 90 francs : ; 

“In communes with a population of from 30,000 to 60,000, 
dwellings the rateable value of which is below 108 franes ; 

“ In communes with a population of more than 60,000, dwellings 
the rateable value of which is below 126 francs : 

For the application of these rules, the communes are classed 
according to the total number of inhabitants stated at each 10 years’ 
census.” 


M. Beernaert, Minister of Finance, proposed, as an amendment, 
that the exemption should be made only in case the workman 
occupying the dwelling is not the proprietor of any other house 
than the one he inhabits, and does not cultivate for himself more 
than 25 ares of ground, and he proposed that the limit of rent 
should be rather higher in all cases of communes with more than 
30,000 inhabitants, with a maximum of 132 instead of 126 francs. 


M. de Malaider proposed to alter the scale of exemptions in 
the following manner :— 

Population below 3,000, rateable value, 96 francs. 

Population between 3,000 and 30,000, rateable value, 110 
francs, 

Above 30,000, rateable value, 132 francs. 


M. Woeste proposed that the exemption should be made in 
favour of “dwellings inhabited by indigent persons, labourers or 
* artizans working alone or assisted only by their wives and their 
“ children,” his object being to extend the exemption to all 
classes of the poor. After a lonz discussion, however, M, Woeste 
withdrew this amendment. MM. de Jonghe d’ Ardoye proposed that 
the limit of property cultivated by the workman for himself should 
be 45 instead of 25 ares. This was adopted. The amendments 
oi M. de Malander were then considered in detail, and negatived ; 
after which the whole of Article 9, in the form suggested by the 
Government, was put to the vote and adopted. 
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The Chamber then proceeded to Article 10, which provided 
that societies, the object of which was the construction, purchase, 
or sale of dwellings intended for workmen, might take a joint- 
stock or co-operative form if they receive the sanction of the 
committees “de patronage,” allowing the right of appeal to 
Government. M. Woeste considered that, in its original form, 
this article did not state clearly enough whether the societies in 
question were to preserve or not their civil character. He believed 
that all would admit the affirmation, but he thought that they 
should plainly sav so. The Government agreed, and the clause 
proposed by VU. Woeste was inserted. M. Hanssens suggested an 
amendment by which these societies should enjoy the same 
exemptions as those for erecting buildings for public worship, but, 
after some discussion, this was rejected. It was finally agreed to 
add the word “ exclusive ”—*“ Societies the exclusive object of 
which, &c.,”—and to suppress the phrase “if they receive the 
** sanction of the committees ‘de patronage,’ allowing the right of 
‘* appeal to Government.” Thus amended, Article 10 was 
carried. 


Article 11 provided for the stamping of such acts and deeds at 
were provided by the societies in question in Article 10 without 
stamp duty or other charge, in case they did not come under the 
Registration Acts. This was agreed to without discussion. 


Article 12 extended the exemption from stamp duty and from 
formal registration to all private documents and registers not 
included in the previous article, but exclusively concerned with 
social administration, as well as to powers of attorney given by 
members in the course of their relations with the society. 
M. Hanssens was at first not satisfied that a special article was 
required for this purpose, but his objection was overruled by 
M. Beernaert, and the article was carried without further 
discussion. 


Article 13 provided that sales and adjudications of workmen’s 
dwellings to these societies should be subjected to a registration 
duty of only 2°70 per cent., and to a mortgage transfer duty 
of 0°65 per cent.; the same reduction to be applicable to 
sales ‘made to workmen themselves. The Government added 
an amendment defining more exactly what a workman 
was. M. Smet de Naeyer expressed once more his radical 
objection to an exceptional advantage of a fiscal nature being 
granted to any but public bodies, and he proposed an amend- 
ment to the effect that the workman should not be mentioned in 
the article. This amendment, however, was opposed by the 
Minister of Finance, and was rejected by the Chamber. The 
same fate attended several other amendments, and Article 13 
was presently passed in the form adopted by the Government. 


Article 14, dealing with further details of registration, was 
eed to without discussion. The same was the case with 
Articles 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19, the terms of which will be read 
below in the body of the law. 
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Article 2C provided that Article 9 of the new law should only 
be obligatory as from the lst of January 1889. M. de Malander 
protested with great warmth at this juncture against the entire 
law, which he described as “ the most detestable electoral machine 
which the Chamber has ever voted.” M. Beernaert, Minister of 
Finance, explained that the Government now wished the law to 
come into force on the 1st of January 1890. After a long 
discussion of the manner in which the provincial and communal 
taxes should be charged for the first year, the entire law was 
adopted and sent to the Senate. It was decided to divide Article 8 
into two articles, and therefore, in the law as printed below, Article 
10 is Article 9 of the Bill, and so on, there being 21 articles in 
the law instead of 20. 

The following is a translation of the full text of the law, as 
published in the Moniteur Belge for August 10th, 1889 :— 


Leopold II., King of the Belgians. 


The Chambers have adopted and we sanction the following :— 

Art. 1.. There shall be established in each electoral district one 
or more committees charged— 

a. With the duty of promoting the construction of workmen’s 
dwellings, and their sale to the workmen either outright or 
by instalments. 

b, With seeing that such dwellings for workmen are erected in. 
healthy localities, and are built on the best sanitary 
principles. 

c, With promoting the formation of savings banks, mutual aid’ 
societies, and pension funds. 

These committees shall be called committees “de patronage,” 
and shall be composed of not less than five nor more than 
18 members, nominated for three years, namely, from three to 10 
by the Government and from two to eight by the Standing 
Committee of the Provincial Council. These committees shall 
have the power of sub-dividing themselves into sections. Both the 
committees and their sections shall have a secretary nominated by 
the Standing Committee. 

The working details of these committees, and their relations. 
with the Government, with the local and communal administra-. 
tions, and with the medical commissions, shall be regulated by 
royal decree, but the committee shall not interfere with the rights 
of the local administration as regards questions of sanitation and 
public health. 

Art. 2. The committees “de patronage” shall have the power 
to receive and distribute prizes as the reward of order, cleanliness, 
and thrift. 

They shall be empowered, for this purpose, to receive gifts, 
legacies of personalty, and contributions trom the public purse. 

Art. 3. The committees “de patronage” or their delegates shall 
propose either to the local or to the provincial administrations, or 
to the Government, to take such measures as may seem to them to 
be advisable. - 
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They shall address each year a report of their proceedings to 
the Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, and Public Works. 
Copies of this report shal! be sent to the Council of Public Health, 
and a copy of any passage which may concern a particular 
commune will be forwarded to that commune. 


Art. 4. Before proceeding to carry out an expropriation in any 
district which is more especially inhabited by working men, the 
Government shall in all cases consultthe committee “de patronage ” 
as to the terms on which such land as is included in the expropria- 
tion shall be sold for building purposes. 

Art. 5. The General Savings Bank Department is authorised 
to employ a portion of its available funds in advances made to 
promote the construction and purchase of workmen’s buildings, 
after having first obtained the consent of the committee “de 
patronage.” 

These advances shall be classed, according as they are worded, 
and according to their duration, either under the head of tempo- 
rary or of permanent investments of savings bank funds. 


Art. 6. The General Council of the Savings Rank Department 
will: determine the rate of interest on and the conditions of the 
said advances subject to the approval of the Minister of Finance. 


Art. 7. For default in payment at the date when due of the 
sums owing to the bank, the security which shall have been 
given shail be estreated, in conformity with Articles 4 to 9 of the 
law of May 5, 1872. 

The demand must be made to the judge of the tribunal of 
first instance. This tribunal shall investigate the opposition to 
its order and the decision shall be signified to the record office. 


Art. 8. The General Savings Bank is authorised to make 
advances for the purpose of constructing or purchasing a house to 
such persons as it may accept, such advances being secured cn a 
terminable policy falling due at a certain date, or on the death of 
the assured person, should such death happen before the date 
mentioned in the policy. 

The general terms, as well as the premiums to be paid on 
insurance policies so negotiated, are to be subject to the approval 
of the King, 

The royal decree will fix the scale of the death-rate to be 
adopted, the annual premiums, and also the per-centage to be 
.added for management expenses incurred by the Savings Bank, 
-and on these the tariffs to be used by the bank shall be 
founded. 


Art. 9. Provinces, communes, hospitals, and charitable insti- 
tutions may accept gifts and legacies for the purpose of con- 
structing workmen’s dwellings. 


Art. 10. The dwellings inhabited by workmen are exempted 
from all personal and from every analogous provincial or com- 
munal tax—as window, door, or furniture tax—if the workman 
inhabiting them is not the proprietor of another ‘house besides 
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that in which he lives, or does not cultivate for himself more than 
45 ares of land, to the following limits :— 

In communes with a population of Jess than 30,000 inhabi- 
tants, dwellings the rateable value of which is less than 102 
francs ; 

In communes with a population of from 30,000 to 60,000 
inhabitants, dwellings the rateable value of which is less 
than 114 frances; 

In communes with a population of more than 60,000 inhabitants, 
dwellings the rateable value of which is less than 132 francs. 

In the application of these rules, the communes are classified 
according to the total number of inhabitants stated at each 
10 years’ census, and the rateable value of the dwellings which 
have not yet been rated or not individually rated iz dealt with as 
a question of land taxation. 

Art. 11. Societies whose sole object is the construction, 
purchase, or sale of dwellings intended for the working classes are 
at liberty to adopt a joint stock or co-operative form, without 
losing their civil character in accordance with the various 
sections of the law of May 18, 1875, as modified by the law of 
May 22, 1886. 

Art. 12. The deeds and procés-verbaux which are required for 
the formation, modification, and dissolution of such societies as 
are mentioned above in Article 11, are exempted from stamp duty, 
and are registered free of charge, unless they contain clauses 
which are subjected to the proportional registration duty. 

Extracts, copies, and duplicates of these documents are equally 
exempted from taxation, and from all record office dues or charges. 

Art. 13, All deeds under private signature which are not 
included under the heading of Article 12, and all registers dealing 
exclusively with social administration, as well as the powers of 
attorney used by members in their relations with the society, 
are also exempt from stamp duty and formal registration. 

Art. 14. The sales and transfers or conveyances to these 
societies or to the public authorities, of real estate, intended for 
workmen’s dwellings, are subjeeted only to a registration duty of 
2°70 francs per cent., and to a mortgage transfer duty of 0°65 
francs per cent. 

The same reduction is applied to sales, &c. to workmen of real 
estate intended to be used by them as dwellings, or for the con- 
struction of a dwelling, provided that the area of the land, 
’ whether built upon or not, does not exceed 25 ares. There must 
be produced a certificate from the committee “de patronage,” 
giving the status of the workman, and the object of the purchase, 
and this must remain attached to the lease. The construction of 
~ house must be completed within a year from the date of the 
ease. 

Art. 15. The deeds of sale or award dealt with in Article 14 may 
be treated in the following manner :— . 

The debtor may pay in five annual sums the dues on the deeds 
which he has drawn up during the course of each year. The first 
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will fall due on the 1st of March of the following year. The 
sums which are not met by a society at the moment of its dis- 
solution may be demanded at once. 

‘The vendor remains responsible for the taxes owed by the 
purebaser. 

Art. 16. Loan deeds, or deeds for the opening of a credit in 
favour of the societies above described, when made to assist in the 
construction or purchase of real estate intended for workmen’s 
dwellings, are registered for a fee of 0°30 frs. per cent. if not 
contracted for a Jonger period than one year at most, or for a fee 
of 0°65 frs. per cent. if for more than a year, even in cases where 
a guarantee is supplied by a third party. 

The payment of sums so borrowed is subjected to a duty of 
0°30 frs. per cent. 

These rules are applied as follows :—To loans, to openings of 
credit made for the profit of persons belonging to the labouring 
class, but under the following conditions:—1. The funds must be 
exclusively intended for the purchase or construction of a house 
to be used as the dwelling of the purchaser, or for the purchase of 
a piece of ground for the same purpose ; 2, in this latter case, the 
house must be built within 18 months of the money being 
obtained ; 3, a certificate from the committee ‘de patronage” 
must be produced, attesting the object of the transaction, and the 
status of the borrower; this certificate must be affixed to the 
deed. This information must also be stated in the body of the 
deed itself. 

The receipts of sums paid back, given by the creditor to the 
debtor, are exempt from stamp duty and from registration. 


Art. 17. In the case of line 2, Article 14, and of line 3 of 
Article 16, if the house is not built within the time fixed it will 
become liable to the usual duties, and these will have to be paid 
before two months after the expiration of the period originally 
agreed upon. 

The Treasury will not be bound to take action until two years 
after the expiration of that period. 


Art. 18. Stamp duties on the shares and bonds issued by the 
societies described in Article 11 is fixed as follows :— 

At 5 centimes for those of 50 francs and under ; 

At 10 centimes for those of from 50 to 100 francs; 

At 20 centimes for those of from 100 to 200 francs, and so on. 


Art. 19. The documents issued by the committees “de 
patronage,” including the certificates supplied to workmen, but 
excluding the deeds of loan or of credit, are exempted from stamp 
and registration duty. 


Art. 20. Article 6 of the law of July 5, 1871, is cancelled. 

Those dwellings which were built before January 1, 1889, by 
joint stock companies, whose object was the construction, purchase, 
or sale of dwellings intended for the working classes, will continue 
to enjoy the advantages of the exemptions fixed by Articles 1 and 
2 of the law of March 28, 1828. 
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The law of August 12, 1862, dealing with registration and 
mortzage duty, and the law of June 20, 1867, dealing with the 
joint stock character of societies fur workmen’s dwellings, are 
repealed. 

Art. 21. The personal tax, as far as concerns the first six 
months of the financial year 1889, the provincial and com.nuaal 
taxes being herein included, will not be levied on those parties, 
who, in consequence of Article 10, have ceased to be liable to it, 
and in cases where payment has already been made it will be 
refunded. 

The duty will be considered as not having been charged, and 
it will not be incluued in the apportionment of the electoral cess 
(du cens électoral). The repayment will be made officially. 


Laeken, August 9, 1889. LEOPOLD. 


XIIL—CROFTER IMMIGRATION INTO CANADA. | 


The following information respecting crofter immigration into 
Canada is extracted from the annual report of the C.nadian 
Department of the Interior for the year 1888 :— 


“During the spring of 1888 a number of crofters emigrated 
from the West Highlands and Islands of Scotland, chiefly from 
the islands of Lewis and Harris, and settled near Pelican Lake in 
Manitoba. These people are the first colonists who have settled 
in this country under the scheme of emigration which has been 
inaugurated by the Imperial Government. Under this scheme 
provision is made for an advance of 120/. to each family, which is 
to be repaid in twelve years, and which is secured by a lien on 
the homestead of the settler. 

“It was thought desirable that the crofters should be settled as 
closely together as possible, and this was also their own wish; but 
although there is a large area of land available for settlement in 
Manitoba and the territories, difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining within the requisite time a suitable tract near enough 
to railway communication, and at the same time of sufficient 
extent to accommodate so large a number of people in a compact 
settlement. The Canada North-West Land Company, however, 
were willing to relinquish certain of their lands for homesteading 
by these settlers and to accept other lands elsewhere, so that it 
was found possible to settle the crofters comparatively close to one 
another. 

“The Pelican Lake district, in which they are located, is in a 
fine farming country, well watered and fairly well wooded. It is 
within 15 miles of a railway, and near a good market. When the 
deputy of the Minister of the Interior visited the settlement in 
September last, in company with Mr. Duncan McIntyre and 
Mr. R. B. Angus, directors of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company, Mr. Hamilton, the Land Commissioner of the same 
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company, and Mr, William Whyte, superintendent of the Western 
Division of the Canadian Pacific Railway, he found that many 
of the men were absent from their own homes, working for the 
neighbouring farmers, and he ascertained that they were generally 
in receipt of good wages, ranging from 15 dollars to 30 dollars a 
month, with board and lodging; but from thoze who were at 
home and from the families of those absent, full information was 
obtained as to what had been done for them, and as to their 
prospects for the future. They had arrived too late in the spring 
to do anything that season beyond preparing the land for next 
year’s crops, but that drawback was largely compensated for by 
their being placed in a fairly well settled country, where there 
was a demand for labour at remunerative prices. In this way 
they had time and opportunity to obtain some practical acquaint 
ance with the system of farming best suited for that region, which 
ought to be of great value to them in next year’s work. With 
but two exceptions those with whom he came in contact expressed 
themselves as satisfied with what had been done for them, with 
the Jand on which they were settled and its locality, and. with 
the prospects for success and comfort in the near future to all 
of them who were frugal and industrious. The two exceptions 
were young men from Skye, who would only give a qualified 
approval of the country, saying: ‘The land is good enough, but 
‘ there is just as good land in Scotland if the poor people could 
only get it.’ 

“Many of the settlers not only had land broken for next year, 
but had secured sufficient hay to feed their live stock during the 
winter. Those to whom advances had been made had each been 
supplied with a yoke of oxen, a cow, a waggon, harness, a plough, 
a stove, and various necessary tools, which, having been purchased 
in large quantities, were obtained by the crofters at much lower 
rates than ordinary. ‘The houses were found to be fairly comfort- 
able, ranging from 12 by 16 feet to 12 by 22 feet. 

“ When the present circumstances and prospects of these people 
are contrasted with their former position in Scotland, it will 
appear that they have every reason to be satisfied with the 
change. 

“It was at one time feared, and a report went abroad to that 
effect, that the crofters would suffer during the winter, owing to 
their being unable to lay in a proper supply of provisions ; but 
inquiry was made personally by Mr. H. H. Smith, Commissioner 
of Dominion Lands, as to the true condition of affairs, and it was 
found that none of these people were in actual need, most of them 
having a supply on hand, while those families who have young 
men and women to assist them by their wages have a fair amount 
of money; and further, the storekeepers with whom the crofters 
deal had undertaken to give them credit for what goods they 
required to carry them through the winter, so that there does. 
not appear to be any substantial grounds for apprehending any 
want among them during this season.” 
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XIV.—NAVIGATION IN ITALIAN PORTS IN 1888. 


Despatches, dated the 7th August and the 11th August, have 
been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. H. N. Dering, Her 
Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Rome, enclosing an analysis, 
translated by Mr. Corbett from the Economista d'Italia, of the 
movement of navigation in the ports of Italy during the year 1888. 
The following is a copy of the analysis in question :— 


The Direzione Generale delle Gabelle has published the statistics 
of navigation in the ports of the kingdom for the year 1888. 
As usual, these statistics give very detailed notices respecting 
the 12 principal ports, viz.: Ancona, Bari, Brindisi, Cagliari, 
Catania, Genoa, Leghorn, Messina, Naples, Palermo, Savona, and 
Venice. Almost all these emporia cf Italian maritime commerce 
are worth studying, but from different points of view. 

In the first place, it is well to note how Genoa, with its neigh- 
bouring port of Savona, and Venice, have fulfilled their rédle of 
international ports. At Genoa, in eight years, viz.., from 1881 to 
1888, the number of vessels coming and going both for inter- 
national commerce and coasting trade, presents a slight decrease 
(11,378 against 11,234); but the tonnage of this shipping has 
sensibly increased; it was 4,118,000 tons in 1881, and reached 
5,666,000 tons in 1888. The goods, too, embarked and disem- 
barked present a still more remarkable increase, since from 
1,844,000 tons in 1881, they mounted last year to 3,079,000 tons. 
These figures show that the first port in the kingdom is looking 
up, and if still far from rivalling the prosperity of Marseilles, 
it carries on the struggle with less unequal powers than was the 
case some years ago, The works of the harbour having been 
completed, the skilled service at Genoa for the lading and unlading 
of goods is being perfected. The creation of general storehouses, 
hitherto demanded in vain, is under consideration, and the trouble- 
some delays of the railway will be avoided for the future, thanks 
to the opening of the branch depdt at Giori. Hence, there is 
everything to be hoped for the future of the greatest Italian port ; 
all the more since the first place in industrial production, which 
among continental countries belonged to France, is visibly moving 
towards the East. 

The advance of the port of Savona, although it last year 
experienced a sharp check, has been most rapid. During the 
eight years under review the tonnage of ships entering and 
leaving advanced from 502,000 to 954,000 tons; that of the 
goods embarked and disembarked rose from 404,000 to 750,000 
tons. At Venice things progressed satisfactorily, but the develop- 
ment of maritime commerce was less marked. In 1881 the 
number of ships that entered and left the port was 5,584, with a 
registered tonnage of 1,379,000 tons, which embarked and 
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disembarked 761,000 tons of merchandise. Eight years after- 
wards the number of ships rose to 6,027, with a regisiered 
tonnage of 1,784,000 tons, and the goods received and sent 
amounted to 972,000 tons. 

Other ports, whose task is more modest, but not less useful, in 
providing for the wants of the country, show different results. 
Naples, which in trade is the second port in the kingdom, has not, 
in fact, progressed. Its navigation in 1881 represented a regis- 
tered tonnage of 3,498,000 tons, and 728,000 tons of goods were 
embarked and disembarked. In 1888 the registered tonnage was 
3,503,000 tons, that of merchandise not more than 728,000. It 
is worth mentioning that there now flourish more than formerly 
in the neighbourhood of Naples other smaller ports, and the 
improvement of the railway system has diminished the centralisa- 
tion which the ancient capital enjoyed. At Palermo, on the 
contrary, a marked progress is apparent. Irom 1881 to 1888 the 
tonnage of ships entering and leaving rose from 2,019,000 to 
2,776,000 tons. The increase in the goods embarked and dis- 
embarked is really remarkable, having risen from 412,000 to 
1,054,000 tons. And it is a surprising fact that the crises under 
which the province of Catania has been labouring have had no 
effect on the trade of the ports, which received more ships and a 
larger amount of merchandise in 1888 than in 1887. The 
contrary was the case at Bari, Cagliari, Leghorn, and Messina. 
At Ancona the number of ships was less, but the trade in 
merchandise increased. Lastly, at Brindisi the amount of 
merchandise decreased, while the number of ships coming and 
going was larger. 

But looking at the figures as a whole, ie., at those which 
represent the trade in all the ports of the kingdom, we perceive 
that in 1888 the navigation for trading purposes (no account 
being taken of vessels entering a port from stress of circumstances) 
amounted to 222,160 vessels, coming and going, with a tonnage 
of 40,133,567 tons, embarking and disembarking 13,387,000 tons 
of merchandise. There is no advance compared with 1887, since 
in that year the number of ships amounted to 221,518, with a 
registered tonnage of 40,538,000 tons and 13,836,000 tons of 
merchandise. Considering that the year 1887 waz marked by an 
artificial increase of traffic to the detriment of the future in 
consequence of the expected rupture of tae treaty with France 
and the approaching application of the general and differential 
tariff, it must be allowed that the maritime trade has successfully 
resisted the shock, and that it fortunately does not bear out 
the desponding predictions of those who would see Italy the 
humble handmaid, politically and economically, of her powerful 
neighbour on the other side of the Alps. 

If the figures of the statistics under consideration are sufficiently 
satisfactory as regards commerce, they are not so as regards the 
conditions of the Italian marine. In the coasting trade sailing 
ships still hold out at the cost of severe sacrifice. In fact, in 
1887 the sailing coasting trade numbered 141,000 ships, with a 
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registered tonnage of 4,943,000 tons, and 3,124,000 tons of 
merchandise. The following year these figures increased slightly, 
viz., 143,903 vessels of a registered tonnage of 5,172,000 and 
3,369,000 tons of goods. But in international navigation the 
falling off is rapid and seems irremediable. From 22,043 ships in 
1887 they fell to 19,623 in 1888; their tonnage diminished from 
2,044,000 to 1,693,000 tons; the merchandise from 1,663,000 to 
1,335,000 tons. 

In international steam navigation the Italian flag is stiil weak. 
That navigation represents a total for 1888 of not less than 
12,491 arrivals and departures, 11,377,000 tons registered tonnage 
and 5,319,000 tons of goods disembarked or taken on board. 
The portion under the Italian flag is very small; 2,778 steam- 
ships, tonnage 2,056,000 tons, with 460,000 tons of goods. This 
means that the Italians have 16 per cent. of the tonnage and less 
than 9 per cent. of the transport. ‘The great mass of the maritime 
trade is absorbed by the British flag, which alone represents more 
than 50 per cent. of the tonnage and almost four-fifths of the 
trade. Then come, longo intervallo, the French flag, the Austrian, 
the German, and the Greek. As a matter of fact we do not think 
that any other country finds itself in so grave a position as Italy 
with regard to naval industry after having figured so honourably 
in the old sailing days. It must be concluded that the rewards 
offered to navigation by the law of 1885 have not been successful, 
and that the conventions of 1877 for the steam navigation. services 
subsidised by the State require radical modification. -And since 
the time is rapidly drawing near when these conventions will have 
to be renewed, we exhort the Jtalian Government not to forget 
that on wise arrangements in this respect depends in no smail 
degree the future of the Italian marine. 

While the movement of commercial navigation during 1888 
within the ports of the kingdom was represented by 122,160 
arrivals and departures of vessels, with a registered tonnage 
of 40,133,567 tons, and loading or discharging 13,386,987 
tons of merchandise, the international navigation reached a total 
of 32,114 arrivals and departures of vessels, of the tonnage of 
13,070,253, loading and discharging 6,654,707 tons of merchandise. 

This international movement of navigation is divided among the 
various nations which shared in it, as follows :— 


Tonnage of 
Flags. Journeys. Tonnage. 

Italian - 18,509 3,219,216 1,397,734 
British - 6,213 6,320,291 4,121,940 
Austrian - 2,729 1,027,702 214,570 
French - - - 1,819 1,127,427 228,989 
Greek - - 2 1,148 286,427 143,510 
German - - - 358 447,441 145,617 
American - - - 43 23,223 25,132 
Other countries = - - 1,295 618,526 877,215 

32,114 13,070,253 6,654,707 
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As will be seen from these figures, the actual greater number 
of journeys were made under the national flag. This proportion 
is not, however, maintained either in the tonnage of the vessels 
employed or in the quantity of merchandise loaded or discharged. 
With regard to these two highly important points, the British 
flag has a marked preponderance, as, with two-thirds less journeys 
than those accomplished under the Italian flag, Great Britain 
served by ships of double the tonnage, has effected a movement 
of merchandise four times as great as that in Italian vessels, and 
attained two-thirds of the whole movement of international 
navigation in Italian ports. 

At a respectable distance below the National and British flags, 
follow successively the Austrian, French, Greek, and German 
flags, who together scarcely effected the movement of one-ninth 
of the whole merchandise engaged. 

Turning to the coasting trade in Italian ports, which, as has 
been previously stated, consisted in 1888 in the arrival or 
departure of 190,046 vessels, of a tonnage of 27,063,314, and 
which loaded or discharged 6,732,200 tons of merchandise, we 
find it distributed as follows :— 


Tonnage of 

Flag. Journeys. Tonnage. 
Italian = ~ - 184,443 22,256,800 5,611,389 
British 3,590 3,551,747 755,144 
German - 449 436,373 140,868 
Austrian - - - 332 118,757 31,254 
Greek - - - 217 70,672 35,859 
American - - - 32 13,934 4,903 
French - - - ll 2,668 568 
Other countries = - 972 612,363 152,215 
190,046 27,063,314 6,732,200 


Under this head the predominance of the national flag is 
absolute, but still too large a proportion is still carried under 
foreign flags, the reason for which is specially that the larger 
amount of tonnage under the national flag is that of sailing 
vessels. 

As a matter of fact, of the coasting journeys made during 1888 
by Italian vessels, 143,217 were made by sailing vessels and only 
41,226 by steamers. It is true that these latter journeys show an 
increase of 2,278 over those in 1887, while the journeys under 
sail show a tendency to increase in number, as the journeys of 
Italian sailing coasting vessels in 1888 showed an increase of 
2,334 over those in 1887. 
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XV.—THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES OF 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The following information respecting the manufactures of 
British India is extracted from the Statement exhibiting the 
Moral and Material Progress and Condition of India during the 
year 1887-88, ordered by the House of Commons to be printed 
on the 16th August last :— 


The domestic industries of India, such as weaving and spinning, 
pottery, brass-work, iron-work, and art work of many kinds, 
continue to be practised after ancient methods all over the 
continent of India. But Indian fabrics and products, made on a 
small scale by workers at their homes, have for years past been 
giving way before the far cheaper cotton yarns and fabrics, and 
before the iron or steel products of British factories, Meanwhile 
without any protection, favour or advantage, other than is afforded 
by cheap Indian labour, and by the production of raw materials in 
India, an important manufacturing industry is growing up, and 
steam-power factories are at work, among which those for spinning 
and weaving cotton, for spinning and weaving jute, for making 
paper, for husking and cleaning rice, for sawing timber, and for 
brewing beer, are the most important. There were 97 cotton 
mills at work, of which three-fourths were in the Bombay 
Presidency, and which altogether represent a capital of 
Rx. 10,000,000. These cotton mills employ over 80,000 
hands, and, with their 18,400 looms and 2,375,379 spindles, 
consumed 2,526,000 cwt. of raw cotton in 1887-88 as compared 
with 2,371,000 ewt. in 1886-87. There has been also considerable 
progress in the jute industry ; the 25 jute mills, mostly in Bengal, 
employing 56,000 hands, worked up 175,000 tons of jute, or 
30,000 tons more than in the previous year, Forty-two rice mills, 
for husking and cleaning rice, and 35 saw-mills, most of which 
were in Burmah, employed over 40,000 hands, The produce of 
the paper mills, of which there were four in the Bombay 
Presidency, and five in other parts of India, had increased in value 
from Rx. 177,995 in 1885 to Rx. 258,645 in 1887. There were 
19 breweries at work, of which three were opened in 1887-88. 
They produced during the year 4,860,000 gallons of beer and 
porter ; the principal customer for this malt liquor is the Com- 
missariat Department, which buys it for the use of European 
soldiers. Out of 3,217,000 gallons brewed in Bengal, 2,637,000 
gallons were purchased by the Commissariat Department, besides 
large quantities taken for the troops from breweries at the Nilgiris, 
Poona, and Mandalay. 
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Among other “large industries,” which are shown in the Indian 
Returns for 1887-88, may be mentioned :— 


Woollen miils  - - Cutch and lac factories - 50 
Silk mills - - - 9 | Oil mills - . - 28 
Sop factories - - 2 | Flour mills - - - 28 
Tanneries (large) - - 7 | Ice factories - - 16 
Tron and brass foundries 46 | Pottery and tile factories 14 
Sugar factories (large) - 9 | Cement factories - = - 1 
Coffee works = - - 23 | Bone manure factories - 2 


Cotton and jute presses - 248 


These do not include silk filatures where raw silk is wound by 
hand, or indigo factories and tea factories which are worked on 
indigo and tea estates. Returns of village and domestic industries 
are made at the census, once every 10 years, and do not find place 
in the annual reports. 

There were at work in the Hyderabad assigned districts 
26 steam cotton presses, an increase of two ; but, owing chiefly to 
the partial failure of the crop, the out-turn fell off from 297,905 
to 226,498 bales of cotton pressed. 

The oi! press at Amraoti did well, having turned out 300 tons 
of oil and 658 tons of oil-cake. Owing to the small demand for 
raw oil in Akola, the out-turn by the press at that station was 
only 45 tons. 

The quantity of jute worked up in the mills of the Presidency 
division of Bengal was 90,329 tons, against 76,800 tons in the 
preceding year. 

Indigo prospered during the year in the Presidency division. In 
Bhagulpore the out-turn generally fell off, owing to unseasonable 
rain and early floods; but prices were slightly better. 

The four cotton mills of the Presidency division worked up 
7,685 tons, which showed a decrease ot 645 tons; the value, 
however, was greater by about Rx. 40,000. A feature of the 
season was the increase in the export to China of yarn from the 
Calcutta mills. 

The following remarks by the Burdwan Commissioner are stated 
to agree in substance with reports received from all parts of the 
Lower Provinces :—“ In spite of the importation of cheap European 
“ piece-goods, cotton is still woven by local. weavers in every 
“ district. Asa rule they know no other work, and cling to their 
ancestral business to obtain a precarious means of living. This 
industry is, however, on the wane, as the weavers cannot compete 
with Manchester in the production of cheap goods. In Burdwan 
a revival of this industry has been noticed in the last two years ; 
“ but generally, although those who can affurd them prefer the 
country cloths, which are of a better texture and more durable, 
“ the cheapness of Manchester goods drives the local manufacture 
** out of the market.” 

In the Moorshedabad district there were during the year 
77 filatures, which produced 371,458 lbs. of silk, valued at 
Rx. 233,818, against 230,120 lbs., valued at Rx. 172,276, in the 
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preceding year, when 91 filatures were at work. The manufacture 
of silk fabrics in Bhagulpore and Maldah was also declining, 
owing to the competition of European-made goods of a better and 
cheaper quality. It is reported that attempts are being made to 
improve the quality of the silk by inducing the natives to take 
more care of their worm:, and by the judicious se of Kuropean 
mulberry seeds. With this view European seed has been dis- 
tributed, and foreign cocoons have been introduced. Some 
experiments are also said to have been made successfully to get 
over the difficulty of spinning tusser by means of a chemical 
process. 

Beside the large sugar mills at Cossipore, there are said to 
be 170 smaller factories in the district, at which sugar is refined 
according to the native method. In Jessore, sugar is manufactured 
all over the district. ‘There is one manufactory at Notechandpore, 
where 14,833 maunds of refined sugar were produced. It is 
observed, however, that the industry has declined since foreign 
sugar has been brought into the market. 

There was a decrease in the manufacture of salt in all the 
Orissa districts except Pooree, where the out-turn increased from 
6,000 maunds in the previous year, when the greater number of 
the manufacturers resigned their licences through objection to 
being placed under the Madras rules, to over 80,000 maunds, the 
manufacturers having resumed business. In Balasore the industry 
is fast dying out, owing to the competition of Liverpool salt. 

At the Monghyr factory 2,301 muzzle-leading guns were 
manufactured during the year under report. 

The rice mill at Chittagong, which gives steady employment to 
500 men during the season, turned out an increased quantity of 
rice during the year. 

It may in conclusion be noticed that a native engineer, a man of 
considerable means and intelligence, has opened a brass factory at 
Moheshgunge, and it is said that the manufacture and trade in 
brass vessels are brisk. 

There are various manufactories in the North-West Provinces 
and QOudh, of which the principal are 2,210 indigo factories, 
employing 66,530 hands. Five cotton mills employ 3,580 hands, 
and there are also 13 cotton presses. 

The brass and copper manufactures of the Punjab depend for 
the raw material on importations, chiefly from Europe. In former 
times copper used to come from Cabul, but this has entirely 
ceased; and Chinese zinc has long been driven out of the 
market by the European spelter. Various copper ard zinc ores 
exist in the Kulu Hills and other parts of the Himalayas, but the 
imported copper and brass are so cheap that there is no present 
hope of those ores being worked. The most noticeable feature in 
the more recent developments of the industry is its concentration 
in certain towns, which have acquired a reputation for the quality 
of their goods. 

The company of Burmese artists formed in the previous year 
is still in existence, and the business is progressing fairly. 
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Advertisements have appeared in all the leading papers in India, 
and copies of the advertisement and price list have been freely 
circulated to officials and merchants. Two more members joined 
the company, Maung Po Thet, silversmith, and Maung Kya 
Gaing, ivory carver. There was a steady demand for silver work 
during the year. The demand for wood carving somewhat 
— The demand for appliqué and ivory work continued 
air. 

Cotton spinning and weaving by hand, which form the chief 
manufacturing industry in the Madras Presidency, are steadily 
declining before the cheap machine-made goods imported from 
European countries. Owing to the loss of their usual occupation 
several of the weaving class in the Vizagapatam district are said 
to be migrating to other countries in search of employment. In 
other districts also they are turning their attention to cultivation 
and other means of livelihood. The number of private looms in 
the different districts was 284,000, of which 267,700 were for the 
manufacture of cotton goods, 3,369 for silk cloths, and 9,737 for 
woollen goods. There were 32 cotton presses, but two of them 
were not worked during the year. Tne out-turn of work done at 
the remaining presses was 737,165 cwt. of cotton pressed, against 
614,226 ewt. in 1886. Six cotton mills were worked during the 
year, four at Madras, one in Bellary, and one in Tinnevelly. Their 
— amounted to 102,600 ewt. of cotton twist, yarn, and 
cloth. 

There were three factories for the manufacture of sugar, one at 
Aska in Ganjam, and two in South Arcot at Nellikuppam and 
Iruvallepet. The last-named factory was not worked during the 
year. The Behea sugar-cane mill was largely used in the western 
taluks of Bellary. Messrs, Arbuthnot and Co,’s factory at 
Chittavalasa in Vizagapatam turned out 34,600 cwt. of gunny 
bags, the material used being the ordinary Indian hemp. The 
chief of the remaining factories are the paper mills in Kistna and 
Anantapur, the ice factory at Madras, and the ¢/e manufactories 
in South Canara. 

The prosperity of the cotton mill industry continued unabated 
throughout 1887. Notwithstanding a large addition to the number 
of spindles in operation, and a still larger increase in the produc- 
tion, there was no congestion of stocks, the markets in China and 
Japan continuing to absorb increasing quantities of Bombay-made 
yarns. The number of spindles in the mills worked by steam 
power in this Presidency, including Native States, increased from 
1,698,797 in 1886 to 1,779,220 in the year under report. The 
number of mills was 55 in Bombay and its suburbs, and 20 in 
the Mofussil, against 50 and 20 respectively in the previous year. 

The cotton gins and presses in Khandesh are reported to have 
been increasing to such a remarkable extent that even if the native 
hand-wheel for cleaning cotton falls entirely into desuetude, there 
will not ke sufficient employment for them. 

The hand-loom weaving industry in the Ahmednagar district 
has of late years greatly diminished, and the “ Nagar carpets,” 
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which were so well known in former years for the superiority of 
their designs and their general excellence, are not now procurable. 

The Surat dealers in art fabrics, such as carved sandal-wood 
and ivory work, embroideries, and cloth of gold, showed their 
anxiety to keep their wares before the public by sending numerous 
exhibits to the Glasgow Exhibition. The sandal-wood carvers of 
Kumta, in the Canara district, were disappointed to find that most 
of the articles forwarded by them on their own account to the 
Antwerp Exhibition were returned unsold. 

From Karachi it is reported that the introduction of done- 
crushing machinery has rendered it possible for shipowners to 
convey bones at ordinary cargo rates, and that this fact may be 
expected to have a favourable influence on the largely expanding 
trade in the export of bones. 

The Reay paper mill at Mundhwa near Poona with a capital of 
Rx. 50,000, commenced work during the year. It afforded 
employment to 180 persons on an average, and produced 
130} tons of paper valued at Rs. 5,460, 

An increase in the amount of cotton worked up, and in the 
amount of labour employed, appears in all the mills of the Central 
Provinces, and especially in the Jubbulpore mills, which were 
established in 1885. 
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XVI—THE ADULTERATION OF BUTTER AND 
LARD IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A report to the Foreign Office, dated the 23rd August last, 
has been received from Captain W. F. Seagrave, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Baltimore, on the subject of the adulteration of butter 
and lard. The following is an extract from the report in 
question :— 

Under the Act of Congress of August 1886 butter is defined 
as a “ food product usually known as butter, and which is made 
* exclusively from milk or cream, or both, and with or without 
salt or colouring matter.” 

Under the ‘same Act, oleomargarine is defined as “ certain 
“ manufactured substances, extracts, mixtures, and compounds, 
“ including such mixtures and compounds with butter, whenever 
“ made in imitation or semblance of butter. And when so 
* calculated to be sold as or for butter.” 

Though the above may not be the strict chemical definition of 
oleomargarine, it is the legal one, and holds good throughout the 
United States, and for overlooking its provisions, certain members 
of a firm in the city of Baltimore had, not long ago, to serve a 
term of imprisonment. 

Special attention, therefore, is called to it, because the dairy- 
maid, who adds a little cotton-seed oil to her churning to make 
the butter come more quickly, is probably not aware that she is 
making oleomargarine, and infringing the law. 

The analytic descriptions of oleomargarine in this part of the 
country, and which, anterior to present legislation, passed current 
as butter, are various. 

In one case, three or four pounds of black grease drippings 
neatly covered with a layer of fairly good butter two or three 
inches deep, whether kneaded together or not, is now legally 
defined as oleomargarine. 

Another sample contained 40 per cent. of tallow mixed with a 
similar preparation to that above described. 

Another sample consisted of 50 per cent. of butter made up 
with water, casein, and boiled starch. 

These various compounds, which now pass legally as oleomar- 
garine, find their way from small country dairies to village shop- 
keepers, who take them in exchange for groceries, and so soon 
at they have accumulated two or three barrels of this stuff they 
despatch it to the large cities and place it on the market, where it 
is readily disposed of for cooking. It is said that in the Western 
States this stuff undergoes some peculiar process of manipulation, 
and is turned into what is called “ladle-packed butter.” 

In these Eastern States, however, the manipulation of this 
cla:s of so-called butter, even with the aid of chemicals, has not 
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as yet proved a financial success. It was no doubt in referring 
to this so-called “ladle-packed butter” that the president of an 
agricultural college in the West, addressing an association of 
dairy farmers, described it in the picturesque and figurative 
language of the country as “a butter 40 per cent. below zero 
“ for badness, of a grizzly, white, brindled, streaked, cheesy sort, 
“ old enough to vote, and strong enough to stand alone under the 
“ influence of ice, and which had a flavour of its own, which it 
“ generously imparted to everything which it touched. To 
“ mention oleomargarine with so-called bakers’ butter was, he 
** said, an insult to the dead animal which furnishes the fat from 
“ which the oleomargarine is made.” Yet there is plenty of this 
class of butter in every large city. 

“ Ladle-packed butter” is, in the Eastern States, presumably 
genuine butter which has been collected in small parcels from 
different farmers along a collector’s route. At the end of his 
journey the collector mixes the different parcels together, gives it 
a uniform colour, and then packs it away in tubs, which are 
despatched to the commission merchant. 

No doubt the packer mixes a small per-centage of oleomargarine 
with his purchases, perhaps 10 per cent., though if detected he 
will most probably assure you that it got in accidentally at some 
farmhouse on his route. 

If, however, sworn evidence is worth anything, there is little 
“Jadle-packed butter” sold in the market in this State which does 
not contain about 10 per cent. of foreign fat, whether cotton-seed 
oil, or tallow, or stearine, or real oleomargarine. 

In place of the old-fashioned churn, which is rapidly disappear- 
ing, the modern “ creamery ” is being everywhere established. 


These creameri¢s are, in other words, co-operative dairies where, 
instead of the antiquated methods, steam supplies the place of 
manual labour, and economy of manufacture is the prevailing 
characteristic, combined with care, cleanliness, and dividends. 

The number of these creameries is already very great, and is 
daily increasing. 

It is to them that the trade look for their supply of table 
butter, and the general verdict is that they produce a good 
article. 

The adulteration of lard has assumed such huge proportions 
as to call for a special Act of Congress in order to protect the 
levitimate manufacturer and trader. 

The new legislation assumes t> have been based on sanitary 
grounds, but the real issue is the commercial injury done to the 
bond fide trader through wholesale adulteration. And no doubt 
it was high time that legal protection should have been extended 
to the latter. 

It is stated that in this city a foreign shipper of lard, whose 
transactions formerly amounted to about 90,000 dollars monthly, 
has been obliged to give up the business, being unable to compete 
with the adulterated article, whose market value ouly depends 
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on the skill of the manipulator and the credulity or financial 
resources of the purchaser. 

About seven-eighths of the lard exported from the United 
States is termed “ Western refined lard,” or “ compound lard,” 
or “prime steam lard,” and appears, according to the evidence 
laid before a committee of the United States Senate, to be com- 
pounded in the following manner. It was stated that the 
“ packers went on until they began to put in the whole hog ; 
* head, trimmings, offal, everything went in, making one ‘ straight 
* brand,’ known as ‘steam lard.’ Now the great packing houses 
“ jn the West do not waste their time in cleaning the offal and 
“ paunch; they just throw everything into the tank—entrails, 
‘ heads, feet, and all.” 

The lard tank in a packing house is to-day a sort of receptacle 
for everything in the shape of grease on the establishment. 

There is no longer any such article as No. 1 lard; everything 
goes in and it all forms “ prime steam lard.” For such lard, of 
course some process of refining is necessary. For this purpose 
it is, when received from the packers, put into a large tank and 
open steam turned on and tke contents of the tank boiled for an 
hour or two, when it is allowed to settle and the impure scum 
is skimmed off, and the skimmed lot allowed to stand for 10 hours, 
when, as it is alleged, all odour has disappeared. 

One witness declared that regular refined lard contains approxi- 
mately 50 to 70 per cent. of prime steam lard, 15 to 25 per cent. 
of pure cotton-seed oil, and about 10 per cent. of beef fat or oleo 
or stearine, the proportions being occasionally varied according 
to temperature and destination. 

It is asserted that quite seven-eighths of the lard now sold in 
the United States is compounded after the above prescription. 

Watered lard is by no means a novelty, about 30 per cent. of 
water is the limit that can be combined with lard without causing 
it to “spit” when used in cooking. 

Cotton-seed oil is, as is expressed by its name, an oil pressed 
from cotton seed. The crude oil is of a red or even darker colour, 
It is refined by agitating crude oil with caustic soda, or, by 
another process, it is boiled with a solution of bleaching powder 
and subsequently agitated with sulphuric acid. The refined 
cotton-seed oil is of a pale-straw colour or almost white. 

It does duty all over the United States as salad oil and often 
as genuine olive oil ; it is an extremely convenient product for the 
adulteration of butter, cheese, and lard, and is largely used for 
such purposes. Of course it is cheaper than any of the products 
with which it is combined, otherwise it is safe to say that valuable 
as may be its qualities as a food product it would never be used 
as an adulterant. 
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XVIL.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. General Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents 
which have occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom 
during the Year 1888. (C.—5836.) Price 3d. 

This return shows that the total number of persons returned 
to the Board of Trade as having been killed in the working of 
the railways during the year was 905, and the number of injured 
3,826. 

Of the above numbers—107 persons killed and 1,408 persons 
injured were passengers ; but of these only 11 were killed and 
594 injured in consequence of accidents to, or collisions between 
trains; the deaths of the remaining 96 passengers and the injuries 
to 814 being returned as due to a variety of other causes, and 
especially to want of caution on the part of the individuals 
themselves. 


Of the remainder, 396 killed and 2,193 injured were officers 
or servants of the railway companies or contractors. 

Of suicides there were 65; of trespassers, 230 were killed and 
114 injured ; of persons passing over the railway at level-crossings, 
53 were killed and 24 injured; and from miscellaneous causes, 
54 persons were killed and 87 injured. 

In addition to the above, the companies have returned 72 
persons killed and 4,981 injured from accidents on their premises 
not connected with the movement of railway vehicles. 

The total number of passenger journeys, exclusive of journeys 
by season ticket-holders, was in round numbers, 742,830,000 for 
the year 1888, or 9,160,000 more than in the previous year, 
Calculated on these figures, the proportions of passengers killed 
and injured during the year, from all causes, were 1 in 6,942,336 
killed, and 1 in 527,577 injured. In 1887 the proportions were 
1 in 6,064,000 killed, and 1 in 565,667 injured. 

The report gives also a detailed account of the accidents which 
were inquired into by direction of the Board of Trade during the 
year 1888, together with a summary of the causes of accidents, 
also accidents to servants of railway companies, with observations 
on the absolute block and interlocking systems, level crossings, 
and continuous brakes. 


2. Seventh Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the Year 1888. Part I.—General Report, (C.—5789.) 
Price 10d. 


This report states that the number of boats engaged in the 
fisheries were fewer than in the preceding year, also that there 
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was a decrease in the take on the East Coast and an increase in 
that on the West as compared with 1887. The quality of the 
fish taken was good, but the large quantities of fish imported 
are stated to have kept down prices. 


The total produce and value of the sea fisheries of Scotland, 
for the year 1888, as estimated from the official returns, are as 
follows :— 


Curep Fisu:— £ 
Herrings, 1,118,872} barrels at 21s. - - - 1,174,815 17 3 
Cod, Ling, and Hake, 137,216 ewts. at 20s. —- - 137,216 0 0 
Cod, 7,052 barreis cured in pickle at 35s. - - - 12,341 0 0 

Total value of cured fish = - - - | 1,824,872 17 3 
Fisu FoR USE IN A FrEsu STATE: — 

Waite Fisn:— Cwts. £ 
Herrings” - - | 372,078 87,261 
Sprats - -| 12,930 807 
Mackerel - - 598 397 
Cod - 229,116 97,642 
Ling 39,556 19,000 
Torsk (Tusk - - 2,053 474 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 52,081 8,865 
Haddock - - 820,498 333,134 
Whiting - 76,755 25,637 
Turbot - - - 5,424 16,310 
Halibut - - - 20,197 19,721 
Soles (Lemon soles) - - 12,669 16,512 
Flounder, plaice, and brill - 87,184 55,918 
Eel - : 2 6,797 3,689 
Skate - - 59,089 12,014 
Other kinds of White Fish - 104,414 20,176 

1,901,489 
Total value of fish sold for use fresh - - 717,057 0 0 

Fisn:— £ 
Oysters - - 742 
Mussels” - - - 15,366 
Clams - - - - 2,918 

Lobsters - - - - 28,093 
Other kinds of shell fish - - = 9,892 
Total value of shell fish - - - 71,728 0 0 
Gross total value of the sea fisheries of Scotland 
for the year 1888 - - - - | 2,113,157 17 38 


-In the Appendices attached to the report are given details 
relating to the herring fisheries, the cod and ling fisheries, fish 
sold fresh, quantities of herrings cured and branded and fees paid 
thereon, together with details relati.g to harbour works, telegraphic 
extension, &c. 
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3. Poor Relief (England and Wales). In-Maintenance and 
Out-Door Relief. Statement for Half-Year ended Lady-Day, 
1889. 322(C.). Price 34d. 

This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the expenditure during the 
half-year ended Lady-day 1889, together with the cost per head 
of population of each kind of relief, was as follows :— 


Expenditure during Half-Year ended Lady-day 1889, 
ggregate of 
Estimated | Jn.Maintenance. Out-door Relief. 
Population Out-door Relief. 
DIVISIONS. in the 
middle of 
r He: per Hea per 
Amount. = Popu- Amount. | 0) Popu- Amount. | 5), Popu- 
lation. lation. lation. 
£ £ 8s. d. £ & 
The Metropolis - 4,282,921 359,723 1 8 97,022 0 5 456,745 21 
South-Western - 1,836,201 43,254 0 5} 142,693 1 6 185,947 2 0} 
Wales - - 1,696,481 30,315 0 4 137,828 17 168,143 1 113 
Eastern - - 1,445,050 44,683 0 7 90,031 13 134,714 110 
South Midland” - 1,733,127 51,584 0 7 103,611 1 2 155,195 1 9 
South-Eastern - 2,742,333 112,445 0 9} 127,078 0 11} 239,523 19 
North Midland - 1,824,216 39,887 0 5k 100,502 1 ij 140,389 1 6} 
West Midland - 3,266,535 94,953 07 137,455 010 232,408 1 5 
York -| 3,257,797 59,733 | 0 43 121,178 | 0 9 180.911} 1 13 
Northern - - 1,840,125 32,071 0 4 65,834 0 8) 97,905 1 0} 
North-Western - 4,704,018 129,675 0 110,331 0 5 240,006 1 0 
28,628,801 | 998,323 | 0 8} | 1,233,563} 0 10) | 2,931,886 | 1 


4, Pauperism (England and Wales), Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, May 1889. 115 (A. IV.). Price 14d. 


This is the usual monthly statement issued by the local Govern- 
ment Board. It shows that the number of persons (excluding 
lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) relieved in 
England and Wales on the last day of each week of the month of 
May was as follows: First week, 711,610 ; second week, 708,578 ; 
third week, 703,714; fourth week, 699,797. The corresponding 
figures for the same month in the year 1888 were as follows: 
First week, 733,916 ; second week, 728,116; third week, 719,271 ; 
fourth week, 717,466, The number of paupers in every 1,000 
inhabitants in the fourth week of May 1889 was 24:4, while in 
the corresponding week in 1888 it was 25*4. 


5. The Agricultural Statistics of Ireland for the Year 1888, 
(C—5785.) Price 1s, 3d. 

This is the annual report with detailed tables concerning 
agriculture in Jreland for the year 1888, prepared by the 
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Registrar-General. It appears that the area under crops in 1888, 
compared with 1887, shows an increase of 75,026 acres, there being 
a decrease of 3,136 acres in tillage, and of 8,703 acres under hay 
on clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation: while there is an 
increase of 86,865 acres under hay on permanent pasture or grass 
not broken up in rotation. There is a decrease of 144,410 acres 
under grass, while there is an increase of 2,867 acres of fallow 
land, of 2,224 acres under woods and plantations, and of 64,293 
acres uuder bog, waste, water, &c. 


Of the 4,935,773 acres given as under “ bog, waste, water, &c.” 
in 1888, 1,772,450 acres were enumerated as “ bog and marsh,” 
2,278,971 acres as “‘ barren mountain land,” and 884,852 acres as 
“water, roads, fences, &c.” Compared with 1887 “bog and 
marsh” appears to have decreased by 18,084 acres, “barren 
mountain land” shows on increase of 66,946 acres, and “ water, 
roads, fences, &c.”’ an increase of 15,431 acres. 

It appears that, compared with 1887, there was last year a net 
increase in cereals of 8,482 acres, wheat having increased by 
31,832 acres, barley by 8,760 acres, and bere and rye by 3,290 
acres, while oats decreased by 34,197 acres, and beans and pease 
by 1,203 acres. 

In green crops there was a net increase of 5,053 acres, potatoes 
having increased by 7,627 acres, mangel wurzel by 4,016 acres, 
and vetches and rape by 1,393 acres, while turnips decreased by 
5,886 acres, cabbage by 1,165 acres, and carrots, parsnips, and 
other green crops by 932 acres. 

Flax shows a decrease of 16,671 acres, and meadow and clover 
an increase of 78,162 acres. 

In 1888, 30°6 acres in every LOO under crops were under 
cereals, 24°0 under green crops, 2°2 under flax, and 43-2 under 
meadow and clover. 


The following table shows the acreage under crops in 1887 and 
1888, and the increase or decrease in the latter year :— 


1888. 
Crops. 1887. 1888. 
Increase. Decrease. 
Acres, Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Wheat - - 67,181 99,013 31,832 
Oats - - | 1,315,055 | 1,280,858 34,197 
Barley - 162,169 170,929 8,760 
Bere and rye - - 11,032 14,822 3,290 vas 
Beans and pease - 7,026 5,823 _ 1,203 
Total extent under } 1,562,463 1,570,945 8,482 al 
cereal crops - 
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Potatoes - - 
Turnips - - 
Mangel wurzel and beet 

root - - - 


Cabbage - - 
Vetches and rape - 
Carrots, parsnips, and 


other green crops - 


Total extent under 
green crops - 


Flax - - 
Total under tillage - 


Meadow and clover :— 

Clover, sanfoin, and 
grasses under rotation - 

Permanent pasture or 
grass not broken up in 
rotation 


Total extent under 
crops - 


1888. 
1887. 1888. 
Increase. Decrease. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
796,939 804,566 7,627 _ 
300,123 294,237 ~ 5,886 
41,733 45,749 4,016 = 
43,673 42,508 pus 1,165 
13,618 15,011 1,393 _— 
33,006 32,074 932 
} 1,229,092 | 1,234,145 5,053 _ 
130,284 113,613 16,671 
2,291,839 | 2,918,703 wi 3,136 
636,435 627,732 a 8,703 
1,507,383 1,594,248 86,865 
} 5,065,657 | 5,140,683 75,026 


The total produce of the principal crops in 1887 and 1888, and 
the increase or decrease in the latter year were as follows :— 


Produce. Increase Decrease 
Crops. in in 
1887. 1888. 1888. 1888. 
Wheat - Cwts. of 112 lbs. 1,019,032 1,367,939 348,907 -- 
Oats - 15,149,419 | 17,630,638 | 2,481,219 me 
Barley - 2,071,457 2,701,859 630,402 — 
Bere’ - 3,218 5,043 1,825 one 
Rye - 116,343 187,052 70,709 ones 
Beans - 71,780 63,999 7,781 
Pease - ,, 8,319 8,669 350 
Potatoes in Tons | 3,569,402 2,523,207 a 1,046,195 
Turnips 2,719,151 3,326,651 607,500 
Mangel wurzel 
Cabbage - 325,130 385,848 60,718 
Flax, in Stones of 14 Ibs. 2,416,941 3,295,700 878,759 
Clover, sanfoin, 
and grasses 
Hay in under rotation | 1,136,583 1,386,758 250,175 — 
Permanent pas- 
ture or grass 
| not broken up 
in rotation - 2,462,602 3,794,188 1,331,586 - 
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According to the returns for 1888, the number of separate 
holdings was 562,642, being 833 less than in the previous year. 
The holdings which increased in number were: those “ above 15 
and not exceeding 30 acres,” by 432; and those “ above 200 and 
not exceeding 500 acres,” by 55. The holdings which decreased 
in number were those “not exceeding 1 acre,” by 171 acres ; 
those “above 1 and not exceeding 5 acres,” by 558 ; those 
“above 5 and not exceeding 15 acres,” by 416; those “above 30 
and not exceeding 50 acres,” by 82; those above 50 and not 
exceeding 100 acres,” by 9; those above 100 and not exceeding 
200 acres,” by 75 ; and those “ above 500 acres,” by 9. 


Increase or 
Number | Number | Decrease in 1888. 


Size of Holdings. in in 
1887. 1888. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
| 
Not exceeding 1 acre - -| 48,192 | 47,951 _ 171 
Above 1 and not exceeding 5 acres | 60,824 60,266 558 
25 134,879 135,311 432 
» 30 50 ,, 73,845 73,763 82 
» 50 100 ,, 56,485 56,476 9 
100 200 ,, 22,871 22,796 75 
200 500 ,, 8,317 8,372 55 
Above 500 acres - - - 1,570 1,561 — 9 
Total - - | 563,475 562,642 _- 833 


The subjoined statement shows the number and ages of the 
live stock in Ireland in 1887 and 1888, and the increase or 
decrease in each description : — 


Number Number | Increase | Decrease 
Description of Stock. in in in in 
1887. 1888. 1888, 1888. 


Two years old and upwards 422,522 420,341 a 2,181 
Horses4 One year old and under two 69,595 74,263 4,668 | —_ 
Under one year - - 65,288 70,493 5,205 | — 
Total number of horses - | 557,405 | 565,097 | 7,692 | — 
Mules : -| 29,829] 30,271 442, — 
Asses -| 199,512 | 203,152] 3,640 
Two years old and upwards | 2,355,958 | 2,303,529 — | 52,429 
Cattle 4 One year old and under two 865,413 874,045 8,632 | — 
Under one year - - 936,033 921,621 — | 14,412 
Total number of cattle - | 4,157,404 | 4,099,195 — | 58,209 


| 
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Number | Number | Increase | Decrease 
Description of Stock. in in in in 
1887. 1888. 1888, 1888. 
_— One year old and upwards - | 2,032,821 | 2,161,116 | 128,295 = 
Under one year - = |_:1,345,005 | 1,465,553 | 120,548 
Total number of sheep - | 3,377,826 | 3,626,669 | 248,843 | — 
! 
Pies -{ One year old and upwards - | 177,611 | 171,091 _ 6,520 
8 Under one year - - | 1,280,845 1,226,734 4,111 
Total number of pigs 1,408,456 | 1,397,825 a 10,631 
Goats - - | 271,729 | 295,678 | 23,949 _ 
Poultry - - - - |14,460,643 080 25,757 — 


6. Thirty-second Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Inland Revenue for the Year ended 31st March 1889. (C.—5843.) 
Price 54d, 


This is the annual report of the Inland Revenue Commissioners. 


A general statement of Inland Revenue for the years ended 31st 
March 1889 and 1888 shows the following results :— 


Ner Receipr 


| Year ended 31st March | 


| | 1888. 
— 
| 
Excise - - | 25,474,403 | 25,625,520 151,117 
Stamps - - | 12,240,954 | 13,056,950 | 815,996 
Land Tax 1,033,361 | 1,041,388 | — 8,027 
Inhabited House Duty - 1,923,328 | 1,917,614 | 5,714 — 
Iucome Tax - - -| 12,475,369 | 14,275,502 | 1,800,133 
| 
Total Inland | 
53,147,415 | 55,916,974 | 5,714 2,775,273 
| 
Net Decrease - £2,769,559 


The decrease under the head of Stamps is attributed to the 
transfer of one-third of the probate duty to “ Local Taxation 
Accounts.” 

The decrease under Income TJ'ax is due to the reduction of the 
tax from 7d. to 6d. in the £, 
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The following table shows net receipt of excise in the years 
ended 31st March 1889 and 1888 :— 


Year ended 31st March 
Increase. Decrease. 
1889.' 1888. 

£ £ £ 
Spirits - - 12,879,153 13,028,203 149,050 
Ber - - - -| 8,770,295 | 8,711,533 58,762 
Tobacco, home grown - 91 160 = 69 
Licences - - - 3,505,625 3,526,254 — 56,629 
Chicory - - 1,047 1,744 _ 697 
Coffee mixture labels = - 2,687 2,857 — 170 
Railways - 311,506 314,993 3,487 
Charges on deliveries from 

bonded warehouses, &c. 3,999 3,376 223 os 

25,474,403 25,625,520 58,985 | 210,102 
Net Decrease - £151,117 


The average consumption of spirits per head in the United 
Kingdom, which since 1881 has declined in each year, is now *690. 
Last year it was °704 gallons. 

The number of distilleries at work during the year ended 
30th September 1888 was, in England 10, in Scotland 127, and 
in Ireland 29, being a decrease of | in England, and 2 in Scotland, 
and an increase of 1 in Ireland as compared with the previous 
year. The following is an estimate of the quantities of the principal 
materials used :-— 


Malt, 838,037 quarters. 

Unmalted grain, 1,021,381 quarters. 
Molasses, 210,621 hundredweights. 
Rice, 75,157 hundredweights. 

Sugar, 38,317 hundred weights. 
Jawaree, 10,374 hundredweigh. 


The relative proportions of the different materials remain 
practically unchanged, except that a small increase in molasses is 
shown, and large ones in rice and sugar, probably attributable to 
the inferior quality of last season’s barley. Jawaree is an Indian 
seed which has for the first time been brought into serious use 
during the year in question. 


7. Merchant Shipping Act, 1876. Return of all Ships ordered 
by the Board of Trade, or its Officers, to be provisionally detained 
as unsafe, in pursuance of the provisions of the 39th and 40th 
Victoria, chapter 80, sections 6 and 13, from lst July 1888 to 
30th June 1889, giving the names of the owners of those Ships 
which have been dismantled, broken up, or converted into hulks, 
§c.; together with Summaries, showing respectively the total 
number of Ships ordered to be detained as unsafe from 1st July 
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1888 to 30th June 1889, and since the commencement of the Act, 
distinguishing between those cases in which the Ships were found 
Safe or Unsafe. (C.—5775.) Price 14d. (In continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper [C.—5503.] 1888.) 


This is the annual return issued by the Board of Trade. The 
particulars are given in detail, relating to each ship which was 
provisionally detained during the year 1888-89. The summary 
—— shows the following results since the commencement of 
the Act :— 


Alleged Defects in Hull, Equipments, Alleged Cases of Overloading or 
or Machinery. improper Loading. 
Total Number of Ships reported as Total Number of Ships reported 
Defective. as Overladen, or improperly Laden. 
& a 
| | & | | & 
Ele | | | 
1 91 _ 1 93 5 471 _ 476 
3 _ 3 3 
6 6 1 9 10 
8 567 _ 7 582 _ 50 — 50 
9 667 _ 8 684* 6 533 _ 539 


* Of these ships 155 were classed. 


8. Colonisation. Copy of the Correspondence from Colonial 
Governments in answer to the Memorandum by the Parliamentary 
Colonisation Committee of the 1st day of May 1888, and sent to 
Colonial Governments for their consideration and opinion, through 
Lord Knutsford during the Session of 1888. 314, Price 1d. 


This paper contains a letter from Sir Henry Parkes, Colonial 
Secretary of New South Wales, in which he comments on 
the scheme of the Colonisation Committee of the Imperial 
Parliament. 


9. Correspondence respecting Russian Port and Customs Regu- 
lations. | Commercial No, 21 (1889), Russia, (C—5818.) 
Price 


This paper contains a memorandum on the difficulties ex- 
perienced by foreign shipping in South Russian ports, drawn up 
by the Commercial Attaché to Her Majesty’s Embassy at 
St. Petersburg, together with a translation of the reply thereto 
by M. Vlangaly on behalf of the Russian Government, 
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10. Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation between 
Her Majesty and the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay. Com- 
mercial Ne, 22 (1889), Uruguay. (C-—5825,) Price 14d. 


This paper gives the text of the treaty signed at Monte Video, 
November 13, 1885. It includes also a list of the British 
Colonies which have acceded thereto under Article XIV. of the 
treaty. The text of the treaty is identical with that published in 
Parliamentary Paper [C.—4852], 1886. 


11. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1889. General Abstracts 
showing the Acreage under Crops ; also the Number and Descrip- 
tion of Live Stock in each county and province, 1888-89. 
(C.—5849.) Price 14d. 


This is the annual abstract return issued by the Registrar- 
General. It shows that the total extent of land under crops in 
1889 is 5,054,873 acres, being a net decrease on the extent in 
1888 of 85,810 acres, or 1°77 per cent. There was a decrease in 
Leinster of 48,732 acres, or 3°4 per cent.; in Munster, of 37,478 
acres, or 2°9 per cent; and in Connaught, of 12,101 acres, or 
18 per cent.; whilst in Ulster there was an increase of 12,501 
acres, or O°7 per cent. 

In 1888 the extent returned under grass was 9,905,097 acres, 
in 1889 the amount returned is 9,994,785 acres, being an increase 
of 89,688 acres; the extent returned as fallow in 1888 was 
15,613 acres, and in 1889, 17,103 acres; the extent under woods 
and plantations in 1888 was 331,587 acres, against 326,343 acres 
in 1889; and the extent returned under “ bog and marsh, barren 
mountain land, &¢.,” in 1888 was 4,935,773 acres, against 
4,935,649 acres in 1889, being a decrease of 124 acres: of the 
acreage thus returned in 1889, 1,772,999 acres have been entered 
by the enumerators as bog and marsh, and 2,271,691 acres as 


barren mountain laud. 


The following is a general summary of cereals, green crops, &c. 


Jnerease Decrease 
— 1888. 1889. in in 
1889. 1889. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Cereal crops - - 1,570,945 1,534,922 a 36,023 
Green crops - - - 1,234,145 1,219,549 — 14,596 
Flax - - 113,613 113,817 204 — 
Clover, sainfoin, 
and grasses 627,732 669,966 12,234 
under rotation 
Permanent pas- 
go | ture or grass) 1 594,248 | 1,516,619 77,629 
s not broken | 
inrotation - 


Total decrease in extent of land under crops in 1889, 85,810 acres. 
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With regard to live stock, the figures for the last four years 
have been as follows :— 


Horses | | 
Years. and =| Asses. | Cattle. | Sheep. Pigs. Goats. Poultry. 
Mules. | H 
| { | 
| | 
1886 - - 578,299 196,245 , 4,183,924 3,366,043 | 1,265,142 266,176 | 13,900,822 
1887 - - 587,234 199,512 4,157,404 | 3,377,826 | 1,408,456 271,729 14,460,643 
| | | | 
1888 - - | 595,868 | 203,152 4,099,195 | 3,626,669 | 1,397,825 295,678 | 14,486,100 
1889 - 604,010 206,002 4,095,944 3,789,629 1,580,548 303,708 14,854,917 
Difference in Num- | | 
bers between 1888 | increase | Increase Decrease | Increase Decrease) Increase Tnerease 
and 1889 - - 8,672 2,850 | 5,251 | 162,960 17,277 8,030 368,517 


12. Thirty-fifth Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post 
Office. (C.—5850.) Price 4d. 


This is the annual report of the Postmaster-General for the 
year ended March 31st, 1889. 


The following table shows the estimated number of letters, &c. 
delivered in the United Kingdom during the 12 months ended 
the 51st of March :— 


Number Increase per 
estimated. Cent. 
Person. 
i 

Letters - - - 1,558,100,000 3°0 41°5 
Post ecards - - - 201,400,000 6°7 5°87 

Book packets and circulars - 412,000,000 5°8 10°9 

Newspapers - - - 151,900,000 *3 dee. 40 
Total - - 2,323,400,000 3°6 61°77 

Parcels - 39,590,000 73 1 

rand total - - 2,362,990,000 3°7 62°77 


Of the total number of letters, &c. delivered, about 85:2 per 
cent. were delivered in England and Wales, 50 per cent. being 
delivered in the London postal district alone, 8*7 per cent. in 
Scotland, and 6°1 per cent. in Ireland. 

The number of registered letters was 11,001,085, an increase 
of 1°7 per cent. 
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The number of parcels posted is stated to have increased in a 
satisfactory manner. ‘The following table shows the steady growth 
of this branch of business :- — 


| 
Average Postage 
| | Postage. | per Parcel. 
| 55 per | 
Ni cent. on | 
Year. | Railway- | 
| borne Post | Post 
| Amount.| Pareels | Olfice | Gross. | Office 
| paid to | Share. Share. 
ailway 
m~- 
panies. 
£ £ £ d, d, 
1884-5 | Railway-borne and | 22,910,040) 508,247 | 256,572 | 251,675 5°32 2°63 
Road-borne. 
1885-6 ” ” » 26,417,397 | 591,945 | 298,948 | 292,997 5°38 2°66 
1886-7 » » ” 32,860,154} 719,112 358,254 360,858 5°25 2°64 
1887-8 ” » o 36,731,786 | 811,764 401,295 410 469 5°30 2°68 
1888-9 ” » ” 39,589,313 | §78,547 | 433,307 | 445,240 5°32 2°69 


The growth of business in the Savings Bank has been excep- 
tionally rapid during the year 1888, partly, though by no means 
altogether, owing to the closing of 23 trustee savings banks, and 
the transfer to the Post Office of the bulk of their depos ts 
amounting in the aggregate to about a million sterling, It is 
satisfactory, however, to report « considerable increase in the 
number of ordinary depositors. The deposits in the year numbered 
7,540,625, amounting to 19,052,226/., as against 6,916,327 and 
16,535,932/., the number and amount for the year 1887. The 
withdrawals were 2,633,808 in number, amounting in all to 
15,802,7351, showing an increase of 127,514 in number and of 
1,122,4562. in amount over the number and amount for 1887. 
As a net result of these transactions a total sum of 58,556,394, 
including interest, remained to the credit of depositors on the 
31st December 1888, being an increase of 4,582,329/. for the year 
as compared with an increase of 3,099,727/.in 1887. ‘The amount 
of interest credited to depositors was 1,332,8381, or 88,7641. more 
than in 1887, 

In the Appendix the usual statistical tables for a series of 
years are given relating to the postal, the nae and the 
savings bank businesses. 
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XVIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


I.—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantities soLp and Averace Prices of Bririsn 
Corn, ImrertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 8rd August 1889 - | 48,822 5 606 1 2,011 
loth ,, -| 41,524 1 364 7 1,808 1 
17th ,, -| 42,893 7 404 0 2,473 7 
” 24th ,, % - 33,669 6 341 3 1,863 4 
,, - 26,842 1 460 1 1,909 2 
August 1889 . - - | 193,752 4 2,176 4 10,066 1 
Corresponding month in 1888 ° 71,556 4 404 3 £914 4 
” 1887 = 102,644 1,746 7 9,17 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 3rd August 1889 —- 30 19 11 20 6 
30 11 19 10 19 5 
30 9 19 5 19 
30 5 19 6 18 11 
Sist' 31 2 24 6 19 6 
August 1889 - - - 30 9 20 7 19 6 
July 1889 - 29 2 Sf 19 4 
June - - 28 6 21 6 18 8 
May 29 9 23 10 18 4 
April 29 10 25 0 17 6 
March ” - - - 30 7 25 10 16 41 
February - - - | 29 6 26 4 16 5 
January - 30 2 26 9 16 4 
December 1888 - - - | 31 0 27 4 16 6 
November ,, - 3110 28 1 16 5 
October , = - - 81 8 29 1 16 § 
September - - 35 10 28 6 18 2 
August 1888 - - - 35 0 27 2 19 O 
» - 32 6 22 5 16 7 
» 1886 82 5 23 4 20 11 
» 1885 « . “ 33 5 26 10 22 0 
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1889. 


Return of the Numpers, and DeEsTINATIONS of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for PLacks out of 
Eorore during the Month ended 31st August 1889, and the Eight 
Months ended 31st August 1889, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the previous “Year. 


| | 
British | AN 
Nationalities. | North other Total. | 
| America. | * | Places. 
1888. 
| 
Month ended 31st August i889. 
English - - - - 11,889 2,832 1,942 2,255 18,918 | 19,480 
Scotch - - - . 2,221 264 | 192 136 2,813 | 3,958 
Irish - -| 4,606 317 | 274 40 5,237 ‘6,640 
Total of British origin - | 18,716 3413 | 2,408 2,431 | 26,968 | 
| 
Foreigners - - - - 6,488 564 | 51 364 7,417 10,184 
Nationalities not distinguished - 1,232 _ — | 254 1,486 272 
| 
Total - - - - 26,386 3,977 | 2,459 3,049 35,871 40,531 
| 30,196 4.060 | 3,276 2,099 40,581 
| 
| 


Eight Months ended 31st August 1889. 


63,840 18,330 14,471 14,494 | 111,135 118,142 


13,150 3,246 1,569 991 18,956 26,973 


Scotch - 


46,489 1,719 1,891 1,807 51,906 58,815 


Total of British origin - | 128,479 23,295 17,931 17,292 181,997 203,930 
Foreigners . - - 52,578 8,311 349 1,856 65,094 92,069 
Nationalities not. distinguished 1,232 1,721 2,953 1,643 


Total - . . - | 177,289 31,606 18,280 20,869 248,044 | 297,642 


Monihe, 1388 222,732 42,068 19,789 13,103 | 297,642 


Norr.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subjected to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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ENGLAND AND WALES, 


Noumeper of Receiving Orvers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and 


Occupations, 
| Eigh 
| ight months 
| August ended August 
| 
| 1889. | 7888. | 1889. | 2888, 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 361 376 3,184 3,310 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Grocers, &e. 34 16 247 247 
Publicans and hotel heopers, &e. - 19 2 180 226 
Farmers - - « - 27 20 170 182 
Builders - - . 13 28 159 173 
Butchers - - - 9 12 111 S7 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - - - - 9 13 98 112 
Bakers - - - 10 9 94 77 
Drapers, hoberdashers, - 8 10 83 
Tailors, &e. - 9 3 65 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. - 7 7 52 70 
\ Agents, commission and general - 8 4 59 4o 
Carpenters and joiners - - 12 “7 59 49 
Solicitors - - 2 3 42 37 
Coaland coke merchants ok dealers - 3 3 42 33 
Provision merchants, &e. = * 1 6 40 56 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c.  - - 5 7 38 30 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e. - - 3 4 37 28 
Auctioneers 3 37 28 
Clerks, commercial and general - | 5 9 31 54 
Confectioners - | 1 2 30 37 
Jewellers, importers, 
silversmiths, &e. - 2 8 30 40 
Ironmongers - 1 3 30 24 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. - - 2 6 28 23 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - 5 3 27 30 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses = - 8 8 25 19 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers - - - 4 4 25 335 
Tobacconists, &e. - - 4 3 25 35 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - - 2 4 24 2s 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 4 2 23 25 
Carriers, carmen, ene, and 
hauliers - - - a 2 22 16 
Engineers and foundow, &e. 2 2 20 17 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 2 1 20 22 
Cabinet makers and 3 2 20 32 
Merchants - - - 3 7 20 a7 
General dealers - - - 3 —_ 19 20 
Printers and publishers . - 3 4 19 15 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. - 1 2 19 31 
Millers - - - — 2 18 13 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &e. - 2 2 18 14 
Kestaurant, coffee, me eating-house 
keepers - - — 2 17 16 
Timber merchants and —_" dealers - 2 2 17 9 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters a 4 16 13 
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Eight months 
August August 
1889. 1888. | 1889. | 1888. 
| 
| 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No No. | No. No. 
occupations—cont. | 
China, glass, earthenware, c. dealers - 1 — | 16 19 
Bricklayers, plasterers, &c. - - 2 2 | 16 | 11 
Wine and spirit merchants, &°. - —_ 4 | 15 | 16 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 4 3 15 | 15 
Contractors 2 2 | 14 | 45 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 3 7 | 14 | 15 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 3 q | = | 20 
Brokers, stock and share - - 1 3 | 13 | 9 
Lodging-house keepers - - 3 4 | | 10 
Stationers - - - 3 1 14 
Carriage, &c. builders - - 4 2 12 | 19 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - - 1 4 | 12 135 
Hairdressers - - - - 1 2 | 12 9 
Fruit merchants, &c. - - 2 4°] 11 5 
Booksellers and publishers —- - 2 a/ Un 6 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers 1 | 6 
Hatters - - 1 11 16 
Wheelwrights - - 2 24 1! 12 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - 2 4 | 10 10 
Carvers, gilders, and picture ra | 
makers - - - = 4 | 9 9 
Oil and colour seadonts - - -— 4 | 8 3 
Horse dealers, trainers, &c. - - oes ee | 8 10 
Cab, coach, and omnibus ened - 2 2 | 8 4 
Tea ‘merchants - - | 7 G 
Machinists and implement manufac. 
turers, &e. - - - | 6 9 
Fancy goods manufacturers and im- | 
porters - - 2 | 6 | 16 
Accountants) - - - 1 1 | 6 11 


1V.—Exrort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


GREAT Britain. 


of the Number of AnrmMALs exported from IrrLAND to GREAT 
Britain during the month ended 31st August 1889, and during 
the First Eight Months of the Year 1889, compared with the corre- 


_ sponding Periods of the Year 1888. 


Eight months 
ended August 
Animals. 

1889. 1888, 1889, 1888. 

No. No. No. No. 

Cattle . : - . - | 63,060 | 58,537 | 344,622 | 384,067 
Sheep 188,988 | 124,773 | 480,105 | 412,057 
Swine - | 16,050} 75,674 | 272,540 | 329,958 
Goats - - =| 654 474|\ 5,804 4,586 
Horses ~ - - - -| 8,745 2,778 | 22,141 | 20,564 
Mules or Jennets - - - 1 —_ 8 13 
Asses - - - . - 128 110 1,136 939 
Total - | 217,626 | 202,226 |1,076,350|7,153,072 
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V.-—-FisHery AND WALES. 


Sraremenr of the Toran Quantity and VaLue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Enexisa and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds, during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August 
1889, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1888. 


| 


light ended 


August ugust 


1889, | 1888. 1889. | 1888, 


| QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. | 
Turbot - - - - | 4,856 4,014 36,401 38,27’ 
Soles - 6,915 5,478 49,108 49,972 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - | 1,990 11,900 26,902 19079 | 
qi 
Total prime fish 13,791 21,992 112,406 166 528 | 
Salmon - - 1,529 2,622 4,076 6,160 
Plaice - - - - - - 53,781 57,918 392,322 400,684 
Ling 9,949 4,884 65,920 45,2383 
Haddoc k - - 138,515 135,895 1,033,408 1,008,359 { 
Mackerel - 5,356 3,680 314,210 307,284 
Herrings - - - - - 335,255 897,483 565,291 614,380 
Pilch ds - - - 22,063 13,840 40,768 21,268 
All except shell fish 124,400 115,183 844,596 808,811 
Total - | 726,740 767,710 3,595,471 8,646,588 
Shell fish :— | No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - 104,831 113,960 608,879 863,222 
Crabs - - - 288,386 411,588 4,807,493 4,428,138 
Oysters . - - - - 2,622,000 1,972,000 18,271,000 | 77,348,000 
Jwts. Cuts. wits. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - - - -| 32,277 29,919 289,070 269,790 
VALUE, 
| £ £& 
Soles - 41,887 29,732 |, 278,887 247,924 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 5,483 89,930 97,067 214,097 
Total prime fish - : 62,557 87,178 496,777 576,975 
Salmon 8,690 12,399 24,481 83,954 
Jor 11,038 7,258 |) 125,478 105,400 
Plaice - - 47,515 47 699 354,737 899,831 
Ling 4,171 2,967 |, 17,772 31,929 
Haddock - 34,339 83,725 |) 416,310 399,912 
Mackerel 3,901 2,815 211,925 230,014 
Herrings - - 91,286 85,095 175,598 159,178 
Pilehards 5,619 4,093 10,526 6,441 
Sprats ° 3,760 38,630 
All other, except shell fish - - 81,357 74795 |, 575,026 550,073 
Total - 350,503 355,018 || 2,440,390 | 2,498,540 
Shell fish :— | 
Lobsters - 4,283 4824 25,327 16,345 
Other shell fish 10,781 9.238 78,487 62,882 
Total - 25,655 24,990 197,374 195,014 
Total vaine of fish landed - | 376,158 880,008 2,637,764 2,073,554 


Norr.— The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 
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VI.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.—SCOTLAND. 


STATEMENT of the Tota Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorca Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August 1889, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1888. 


Turbot 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 
Salm 


Turbot - 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 
Salmon - - 


Plaice, Brill 


an other, except shell fish F 


Brill 
Kel 


except shell fish 


Total value of fish landed 


Eight Months ended 
August August * 
1888. 1889. 1888. 
QUANTITY. 

Cuts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
534 | 4,271 3,513 
1,925 | 9,631 8,474 
23,583 |) 428,143 374,088 
6,160 128,419 124,788 
41,528 487,079 506,821 
173 
1,259,283 | 3,116,711 | 2,544,827 
| 812 10,345 
| 29 83 
557 i 11,289 13,289 
11,807 | 73,640 88,883 
5,437 38,678 50,701 
267 20,452 19,860 
6,055 46,430 59,368 
486 || 11,007 7,058 
4,337 42,169 53,045 
72401 48,355 O7,497 
1,307,438 || 4,467,678 | 3,983,065 

No. | No. No. 
46,200 380,000 442,000 
183,000 2,344,600 | 2,658,200 
169,500 89,200 
8,922 || 145,85: 
10,005 13,226 
8,057 | 38,767 42,138 

VALUE. 

£ | £ £ 
1,842 32,454 8,369 
2,266 | 13,868 10,294 
6,486 | 141,030 124,081 
1,072 | 726 45,590 
17,275 | 195,594 993 
158 266 
285,158 605,417 532,188 
iH 34 265 
16 | 134 109 
go |! 1,705 2,082 
1,463 9,818 11,972 
1,853 | 13,962 16,805 
120 17,752 19,328 

4,538 32,742 87, 
203 5,525 3,775 
236 8,740 10,727 
1,001 9,245 12,502 
324,377 || 1,112,042 | 7,043,906 
1,619 16,727 19,580 
4 11,221 12,584 
_- 789 408 
553 5,841 8,532 
73 1,431 1,847 
623 7,229 7,716 
3,799 43,238 50,667 
328,176 1,155,280 1,094:573 


Nors.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


364 
1889. 
Cwts. 
Cod - - 19,79 
Mackerel - - - - 35¢ 
Herrings - - - - =) 1,209,938 
- - - - 
Saith (Coal Fish) 5,71 
Whiting - - | 4,08: 
- - 45) 
- 64 
2,85: 
Shell fish :— No. 
Oysters - - 40 
Other shell fish 3.215 
£ 
- 1,634 
Torsk usk) - 5 
1,56 
36 
2,79 
254 
- 15 
Shell fish :— 
° - 52 
° - 383 
Clams - - 3 
Other shell fish - 76 
255,33: 
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VII.—FisHery Statistics.—IRELAND. 
SrateMEntT of the Torat Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Iris Coasts during the Month and Eight Months | 
ended 31st August 1889, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1888, 
August i Eight Months ended August 
|! 
| 1889, | 1888, | 1889, | 1888. 
Quantity. 
Cwts Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles - 478 3,270 2,337 
Total prime fish - - 620 716 4,349 3,046 
Cod 1,389 1,543 32,821 23,062 
Lin 1,073 615 16,717 8,455 
Haddock - 1,183 2627 =, 7,577 5,355 
Mackerel 5,093 7179 392,774 86,561 
Herrings - - - 23,441 15,540 81,091 54,746 
hiting - - - 60 1,172 ' 7,419 10,657 
Hake - 3,552 4,092 7,975 7,020 
All other, except shell fish : 7,320 8,767 52,328 87,344 
Total 55,265 41,957 621,363 239,276 
| 
Shell fish :— No. No. | No. No. 
Lobsters - 101,403 86,074 308,504 105,803 
Crabs’ - - - 63,210 43,500 269,465 172,601 
Oysters - - 712,390 101,875 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell tish - + - 1,124 641 11,233 11,818 
VALUE. 
£ £ e £ 
Turbot - . - 440 397 3,504 2,625 
Soles - 1,415 1,334 12,193, 6,941 
Total prime fish - 1,855 1,728 15,697 9,566 
Cod 673 1,054 17,286 11,958 
Lin 342 360 6449 & 
Haddock ‘ 927 2,060 6,155 4,692 
Mackerel - 1,641 330 128,012 48,155 
Herrings- 7,404 6,168 26,638 20,485 
Sprats 570 557 801 589 
Whiting 261 647 3,811 4,714 
ake 1,580 1,705 4, 3,440 
All other, except shell fish . 3,593 3,069 20,791 15,906 
Total - - «| 1884 17,730 229,942 793,495 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters - - 2,367 1,098 8,107 3,424 
Crabs - - - 234 143 1,326 894 
Oysters - 1,059 184 
Other shell fish - . 188 180 1,733 1,523 
Total 2,789 1,366 12,225 | 6,025 
Total value of fish landed 21,685 19,096 242,167 129,450 
NortE.--The above figures ure subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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VIII.-—Corron Returns.—Avueust 1889. 


Return of the’ Numper of Bares of Corron Importep and Exrorren, 


Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and Rerurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August 


Month of | ight months ended 
August August 
1889. | 1888. 1889. 4888. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. | No. 
American 46,137 45,646 1,660,429 7,738,609 
Brazilian - 7,259 22,798 124,901 | 287,459 
East Indian - 31,367 49,303 526,509 324,831 
1,530 2,042 | 131,148 | 778,957 
- - 6,283 11,502 | 45,948 49,275 
Total . 92,576 131,291 || 2,488,935 | 2,465,185 
| 
Exvorts, 
American - - 11,685 19,325 199,241 192,083 
Brazilian - - 2,620 50 36,029 11,285 
~~ Indian - - 19,192 26,006 191,533 209,779 
igyptian - - 497 207 8,104 7,653 
Miscellaneous - 2,346 2,720 15,107 16,238 
Total = - - 36,343 48,309 450,014 417,738 
ForwarpeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - 146,716 171,673 || 1,743,325 1,697,384 
Brazilian - - 11,993 18,635 | 86,655 203,59 
East Indian - 20,103 12,531 || 151,985 121.949 
Egyptian - - 13,613 16,415 | 138,386 136,871 
Miscellaneous - - 7,926 6,478 | 73,840 68,723 
‘Total 200,351 225,432 2,193,489 2,228 525 
Forwarbep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American - - 470 487 3,070 3,682 
Kast Indian - - 54 74 
Egyptian - - -- — 59 203 
Total - - 524 487 | 3,203 3,886 


1889, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 188s. 
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IX.—Perriopica, Returns or Imports AnD Exports. 


Srarement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 

Note.—Rouble = z%s.:; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s.6d.; Lira = 9,5;d. ; 


Drachme = 9,°,d.; L.. Egyptian = 14. Os. 10d,; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Inrorts. 
Value for the Month, latest Mont 
Name of Country. Month. 
1889, | 1888. | 1889. 1888. 


| 
Russia in Europe - April - | Roubles 32,431,000 118,420,000 


| 79,210,000 


France - -| July Frs. 350,510,000 352,952,000 | 2,150,498,000 2,375 ,023,000 
| 
Portugal - - -| May -| Milreis - 3,971,000 3,441,000 17,958,000 | 16,812,000 
Italy - -| July -| Lire - 115,675,000 | 87,436,000 697.417,000 
April - | Drchms. 10,335,000 7,675,000 34,918,000 | 33,227,000 
Greece 
May - os 10,389,000 8,449,000 45,307,000 41,662,000 
igypt - - - | March - | L. Egyptian 571,000 618,000 | 1,638,000 | 2,044,000 
| 
United States - July Dolrs. - 70,779,000 | 59,887,000 || 756,530,000 926,745,000 


| 
Rupees 4,52,73,949 | 5,04.63,937 16,26,16,644 15,96,3,978 


British India* - June 


Russia in Europe - | April - | Roubles 59,091,000 | 69,990,000 195,555,000 205,799,000 
France - -| July -| Frs. 270,646,000 | 265,690,000 | 1,97 4,675,000 | 1,999,030,000 
Portugal - -| May -|] Milreis - 1,694,000 2,005,000 || 9,417,000 10,005,000 
Italy - -| July Lire 65,571,000 | 67,759,000 527,722,000 519,299,000 

April - | Drehms. 8,871,000 | 4,773,000 | 23,056,000 
Greece - 

7,146,000 | 4,469,000 || $7,615,000 27,525,000 
Egypt - - - | March - | L. Egyptian 882,000 917,000 3,840,000 2,909,000 
United States - -| July -| Dolrs. - 52,247,000 | 45,223,000 749,425,000 691,782,000 
British India* -| June - | Rupees 6,72,10318 | 6,98,75,753 25,78,94,252 | 93,97,65,875 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Notr.—The figures are those of the “special ” imports and exports, except in the case of 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special” means, in 
the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce wand manufacture only. 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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X.—ForeIcN TRADE oF INDIA. 


Imports and Exports inte and from Britisa INDIA. 


Exports to Foreign 


Imports from Foreign. | 
| untries. | Countries.* 
— | Three Monthsended | ‘Three Months ended 
30th June | 30th June 
| 
1889, 1888. | 1889, | 1888. 
i 
R. | R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living 48,032 1,08,371 | 2,44,320 2,99,960 


I1.—Articles of food and drink 1,84,43,615 7,78,79.842 | 6,28,73,734 6,92,75,008 


III.—Metals and manufactures of — 


A.—Hardware and cutlery | 


(including plated-ware) 28,09,188 28,46,355 | 27,609 26,378 
B.—Metals - - 1,13,03,999 94:62,376 | 4,33,100 1,02,761 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 67,85,573 59,09,283 | 100 1,750 


D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) - 25,79,225 69,834,955 


1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials - 28,58,150 26,37,217 


3,06,88,183 8,17,59,807 
V.—Oils - - - 58,59,075 17,94,934 16,554,265 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - - | 1,09,48,420 | 7,07,77,539 | 11,78,94,661 9,36,09,659 


VII.—Articles manufactured and | 
partly manufactured— 


A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics | $,52.44,074 8,14,64,752 2,42,10,923 2,34,46,088 


.—Apparel - - 27,82,087 29,960,246 2,68,542 8,138,654 


C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - |  1,29,55,206 1 38,64,270 88,37,180 94;72,030 


ToTaL | 16,26,16.644 | 75,96,53,978 | 24,69,74,286 | 22,98,67,554 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Series. 


Rervorts of the Annual Series, 1889, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, &c. 


No. 


St. Petersburg 
Nice 
Stettin 
Fiume - 
Chinkiang - 
The Hague 
Malaga - 
Taganrog - 
Mozambique 
Bogota - 
Patras - - 
Texas - 
Buda Pesth 
Madeira - 


Baltimore - 
Philadelphia 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
Cherbourg 
Buenos Ayres 
Algiers 
Ichang - 
Copenhagen 
Athens - 
Cherbourg - 
The Pirzeus 


Tripoli - 


Lisbon - 


| No. Price.] No. Price 
498 | Santos - -| 1d. 549 | Trebizond- -| 1d. 
499 | Boston - =| 1d. | 550 ice -| 1d. 
500 | Aleppo - -| 1d.]551| Baghdad - 3d. 
501 | Bordeaux - -| 2d. 1552) Fiume - -| 1d. 
502 | Valparaiso -| 1d. 553 | Mogador - 2d. 
503 | St. Petersburg -| 1d. 554 | Buenos Ayres - | 13d. 
504 | Riode Janeiro -{| 4d. 555 | San Francisco - | 2}d. 
505 | Brest - - 536] Carthagena -| 4d. 
506 | Dunkirk - -| 1d.] 557) -| 1d. 
507 now - - -| 2d.) Varna and 
508 | Beyrout - -| 1d, Bow - -| 1d. 
509 | Colonia - - | 1d. | 559 | Thessaly -| 4d. 
510 | Marseilles - | 1d, | 560 | Yokohama -| Id. 
511 | Kinkiang - -| 1d.] 561 | Nantes - - | 14d. 
512 | Buda Pesth - | 2d, | 562 | Suakin - -| 4d. 
513 | Wénchow - 10d. 563] Algeria - 1d. 
514 | Coquimbo - - | 1d. | 564 | St. Petersburg - | 23d. 
515 | Charleston - 1d.] 565] Séul_ - -| 1d. 
516 | Riga -| 1d. 566 | Newchwang 1d. 
517 | Mollendo - 1d. 567 | Roustchouk and 
618 | Taiwan - -| 1d. -| Id. 
Wuhu 1d. 568 | Stockholm | lid. 
520 | Corunna - -| 2d, 569) Tonga - -| 1d. 
521 | Noumea - 1d. 570] Chicago - ~-| lid. 

524 | Gothenburg - | 2d. 573 | Frankfort- | 14d. 
525 | Hankow - 574] Canton - - | lid. 
526 | Foochow - -| 1d.]575| Tamsui | 54d. 
$27 | Erzeroum - 2d.]576| Palermo - 3d. 
528 | Cuidad Bolivar - | 1d. |577| Amsterdam 1d. 
529 | Jaffa - - Ajaccio - 
530 | Ancona” - -| 1d. | 579 | Shanghai - | lid. 
5381 | Savannah - Warsaw - 4d. 
532 | Batavia - -| 1d. 581 | Teneriffe -| 1d. 
533 | Adrianople 1d.§582| Tangier - 2d. 
534 | Nisch - - | 11d, | 583 | Surinam -| 4d. 
535 | Vienna - «| 1d,]584| Loanda - Id. 
536 | Odessa « - | Sd. | 585 | Alexandria -| Id, 
537 | Constantinople 2d.]586| Cagliari - 1d. 
538 mascus 587 | Smyrna - -| 4d. 
539 | Tientsin - -| 1d. ] 588 | Mannheim -| 1d. 
540 | Amoy «| 1d,] 589] Nagasaki - 1d. 
541 | Mogador - -!| 1d. | 590 | Hakodate -| 1d. 
542 | Vienna - 1d.] 591} Bushire - 1d, 
543 | Antwerp - -| 1d. | 592 | Chinkiang -| 4d. 
544 | Lisbon - «| 2d,]593| Pakhoi - 1d. 
545 | New York - - | 14d. 1594 | Hiogo - - | 14d. 
546 | San Francisco 1d. 595} Bangkok - 1d. 
547 | Stettin + «=| 14d. | 596 | Serajevo -| 1d. 
548 | San Salvador 4d. 


i 
| 
q 
erie i | 
-| 2d, 
1d. 
-| 2d. 
-| 1d. 
-| 1d. 
-| 1d. | 
1d. 
id. 
-| 1d. 
-| 2d. 
-| 1d. 
-| 1d. 
«| 
-| 14. 
Warsaw - - | 1d. 
Paris -| 
-| 1d. 
| -| 2d. \ 
2d. 
-}| 2d. 
-| 1d. 
1d, 
«] 
-| 1d. 
-| id. 
-| 1d 
1d, 
| -| 1d, 
-| 1d. 
Serajevo - -| 1d. 
Brussels - -| 2d. 
Bengazi -| 1d, 
Odessa ef ld. 
San Domingo -j| 1d. 
m. -| 1d. 
-| 1d. 
| Port Said 2d. 
ulogne 
Callao of 
- 
ulogne 
Taganrog - -| 2d. 
Kiungchow -| 1d. 
Sandakan - ld. 
Manila - 1d. 
uayaqui 
Rome - ef 1d. 


LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 


the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 
lil 


Price. 


. Austria-Hungary.—Report on the plum crop in Bosnia for 1887-88 . 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 


Tialy.—Report on the production of sulphur and other minerals in Sicily - 
Russia.—Report on the grain trade in the ports of the Sea of Azov - 
Persia.—N otes on the wool trade in Persia and 'Trans-Caucasia - 
Spain.—Report on the tobacco industries at Cuba - - - 
Mexico.—Report on the railways of Mexico - - - - 


Germany.—Notes on the decrease of mortality from typhus in Munich, 


. Portugal.—Notes on the proposed establishment of a monopoly wine 


company in the consular district of Oporto —- - - - 


. Persia.—Notes on British trade and foreign competition in North Persia « 
. LTurkey.—Notes on the absence of direct steam communication between 


the ports of the Black Sea and those of Great Britain - - 
. Italy. —Report on the forests, &c., of the province of Belluno - 
Chile—Report on the nitrate industry of Chili - . - 


itepublic, on to the Argentine Republic, 
1857-88 - - - - 


. Russia—Further Notes on the absence of direct steam communication 


between the ports of the Black Sea and those of Great Britain - = - 
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